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In their article “Social Determinants of Male Sexuality: A Search for Causes”
Zarco and Badua (1985) attempted to identily the social variables which predic,
male sexuality, Using the technique of a controlled design and stepwise regression
analysis, they have demonstrated that "*a boy's chance of turning out to be a homg.
sexual, bisexual or heterosexual is determined up to 68.54% by a unique combi
nation of seven variables” (see Table 1). They hasten to add however, that thig
finding ‘‘does not preclude biologically inherited characteristics to be a gender or
male sexuality determinant”

This paper is  critical reaction to the study. Comments focus on the following
potential problem areas in research: theory, sampling, measurement, data collection,
and statistics. Looking into such areas enables us to make a meaningful evaluation of
the validity of the findings and conclusions of the study. To begin with, the study
addresses itself to the basic question of causation and tju:ur,r-huildinglun sexuality,
This is significant because in spite of the studies dealing with sexuality, there is still
litle sure knowledge about the causes of sexual deviations, As pointed out by
Weinberg and Bell (1972), most of the discussions on the subject have dwelled
mainly on speculations prompted by theoretical models or statements the constructs
of which have not been tested in any systematic manner. For instance, some authors
are inclined to view genetic endowment as the chief predisposing factor in homo.
sexual behavior, Others emphasize parental relationships as the most crucial
variable in the consideration of homosexual development Studies designed to test
these assumptions have been few and usually involved small, biased samples as well
as measurements which have been subjectively derived Thus, there is still so much
that needs to be probed pertaining to causation and theory-building in sexuality,
The potential contribution of the study is therefore remendous. However, there are
issues which tend to pose doubts on the validity of its findings.

A basic issue against the study is ambiguity in its conceptual model. According
to the study, sexuality is a continuum. At the two end points of the continuum are
the exclusively heterosexual and the exclusively homosexual representing pure
types (Figure 1). As defined in the study, a heterosexual is a person who finds
members of the opposite sex to be exclusively desirable, A homosexual is one who
is sexually attracted to members of the same sex. The midpoint of the continuum
is the bisexual. A person is a bisexual when he finds members of both sexes desirable
concurrently or altemately. A closer look into the model reveals that it is not a con.
tinuum, but a scale of discrete intervals,

A continuum is a continuous series of gradations over the entire range of a
scale, Or, “it is something in which the only assertable variation is variation in time
and space’ (Glove, 1976). The main characteristic of a continuum is that it has *the
same magnitudinal quality over its entire range" (Du Mas, 1979). For instance, we
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can speak of people varying from very short to very tall over the single, unique
dimension of height, From the example we can see that height is not something
which one either has or does not have, Rather, it is possessed in varying degrees
In other words, there is no explicit cut off point for examining height, Lts various

TABLE 1
SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF MALE SEXUALITY
Zero Order Cumulative
Variable Description Correlation (r) Multiple % of
R Determinism
1. Number of best friends in
school from Gth to 10th grade
who are sex role deviants .58 - 35.1

2. Number of masculine male
family members who influenced
the respondent during the first
ten years of his life - .h4 ;- 510

3. Number of masculine male
teachers in life in the community,
school, during childhood up to
carly adolescence - .5l 16 hB. 4

4, Number of male masculine family
members respondent, associated

with longest - .57 .79 628

5, Number of female family members
who influenced the respondent
during the first ten years of his life .44 .81 65.8

6. Number of sisters .28 B2 67.2

7. Number of role models in community
who are sex role deviants, during
childhood up to early adolescence, 55 83 6B.5

Source: Zarco and Badua (1985), p. 67
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components tend to mesh together into some uhified web. In the case of the conee,
tual model of the study, exclusive heterosexuality exhibits no part whatsn_ﬂr:r of th,
homosexual component. To treat sexuality as a continuum would be forcing person,
who are exclusively heterosexual into the same scale as homosexuals.

Implicit in the view that sexuality is a continuum are the contentions that aj
humans are more or less homosexual, that people differ from one another only j,
the degree of homosexuality they exhibit or in the amount they possess, and thy,
homosexuality is normal, The idea that sexuality is a continuum has been quey
tioned, For instance, Bergler (1957) criticizes Kinsey for labeling disease as healy,
when he speaks of a heterosexual-homosexual continuum. According to Bergler, ,
psychiatrist who writes from a wide experience in psychotherapy of homosexualy
homosexuality is a disease, a neurosis, and therefore should not be put on a mor,
equal basis with heterosexuality, Citing the behaviors of other mammals, pu Mas
(1979) argues that the heterosexual-homosexual continuum does not €XIst as g
natural phenomenon. Other authors like Stoller (1980) and Hyde (1982) contradic,
the idea of a heterosexual-homosexual continuum in their findings that except for
certain rare and specific cases in which biological abnormalities can be demonstrateq
almost all sexual deviations are the results of postnatal, societal as well as psycho.
logical influences. Stoller cites as an example that in the Isracli kibbutzim where
there is heterosexual permissiveness for children, homosexuality scems rare or non.
existent,

A serious limitation of the study is that it is based on small, quota sample (60
for each category of respondents). In quotasampling, the investigator obtains 3
desired number of respondents by selecting the most accessible to him and those
that possess certain characteristics of interest to him This method of sampling
provides too much opportunity for investigators to select the accessible elements,
The most accessible elements are not necessarily representative of whatever popula.
tion they were drawn from. Because there is no true means of establishing ran.
domness as"a primary statistical control, the resulting sample is not a prnhahilit}.
sample, A major disadvantage of a non-probability sample is that we cannot obtain
a valid estimate of our risk error. Strictly speaking, sampling theory does not allow
us to make conclusions beyond the sample studied (Blalock, 1972; Miller and
Wilson, 1983).

It may be argued that most of the studies on sexuality which produced consi.
derable discussions on the subject were based on small, non-random samples. Promi.
nent examples are those by Kinsey, ét al. titled Sexual Bcehavior in the Human Male
(1948) and Sexual Echavior in the Human Female (1953), Bell and Weinberg's
Homosexualities: A Study of Diversity Among Men and Women (1978), and Master
and Johnson's Homosexuality in Perspective (1979). However, these studies have
been severely criticized along methodological grounds, The central argument against
these studies is that their findings and conclusions are not projectable because of
inadequate and biased sampling (Du Mas, 1979).

From the text of the study, little confidence can be placed in the conclusions
drawn from the data. The study does not contain any discussion on the reliability
of the measures used to describe its variables. It is not even mentioned whether the
measures used were validated. Reliability data on the measurement are essential [or
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FIGURE 1
Schematic Diagram of Zarco and Badua's &1955} Conceptual
Model on Male Sexuality!1

Exclusively Exclusively

Heterosexual Bisexual Homosexual

I'the two and points of the “comtinuum" represent the pure types while the
bisexual is located at midpoint,
Data Source: Zarco and Badua, 1985; p. 65
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discovering relationships among variables. As Parel et al (1979) point out, “Unr,
liable measurement makes it difficult, if not impossible, to determine how oy,
variable is related to another. For example, if the reliability of research data j
questionable, a computed correlation coefficient between two variables may b,
significant cither because of a truly important relationship that exists or becauy,
of unrcliable data. Also, the unreliability of measurement decreascs its validity
(pp. 14-15), The absence of informaion on the quality of the measures used dog,
not only make assessment of the findings of the study difficult but also truncate,
the process of refinement which could lead to an accumulation of readily availabj,
instruments with known characteristics,

The data base of the study is subjective, contingent an many sources of errory
For instance, a look into the predictors of sexuality reveals that six (6) of th'_ﬂ scvey
(7) items ask the respondents to recall from memory events, evaluations, estimatey
and experiences. To cite an example, Variable 6 reads as follows: “Number g
masculine male family members who influenced the respondent during the first tey
years." Retrospective reports from the respondents are a less desirable source of
information than contemporary reporting. The information must be suspect becaus,
it is influenced by memory lapses and later experience of the informants, factor,
which can undermine the accuracy and precision of reporting (Riecken and Boruch
1974). For Ell.m.plﬂ, Meyer and Borgatta (1 955] found notable nﬁm‘tpmtiﬂg in the
post treatment reports of former mental patients,

Denial due to gl.l.ih, embarrassment, and secrecy also poscs a threat to the
validity of the data of the study. In the self-reporting method, a major problem i
that what people say may often differ radically from what they actually do (Du Masg
1979). This problem may be very difficult to control in the classification of the res
pondents into heterosexual, bisexual, and homosexual Respondents may not tel]
the truth when asked about something which they never discussed with anyone,
even including their spouses and their most mtimate friends, For instance, a respon.
dent may say that he is a heterosexual even when in reality he is a bisexual. Or, he
may say that he is bisexual when in fact he is 2 homosexual This makes the self.
report method a less accurate way of selecting respondents than the general rating
scale of technique where the measures of sexuality are indirect or disguised.

Finally, the statistical technique of analysis of the study is not suitable for its
data. In the choice of statistical technique in data analysis, the following should be
considered: the purpose of the investigation, the general characteristics of the
variables involved, the statistical assumptions made about these variables, and the
sampling used (Kleinbaun and Kupper, 1978), From the standpoint of purpose,
stepwise regression analysis is most suitable for the study. However, there are basic
assumptions that underlie the procedure which are not met by the data of the study.

One assumption of multiple regression analysis is that the data are scaled at the
interval level of measurement. An interval scale is one which possesses the properties
of both nominal and ordinal scales with the additional property of equal intervals
between rank-ordercd items along a continuum. This is to say that the data can be
classified into categories with respect to a given characteristic, that one category
exhibits more of the attribute being considered than another category, and that the
intervals between scaled points are measured in a comparable way (Miller and
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Wilson, 1883, Black and Champion, 1976). In the preceding discussion we have
demonsirated that sexuality is not a continuum and, therefore, we cannot say that
the exclusively homosexual has more of the homosexual component than the
exclusively heterosexual. Obviously, the dependent variable of the study, sexuality,
is not an interval variable,

In addition, regression analysis assumes that the sample is a probability sample.
The basic concept of a probability sample involves a selection process in which all
members of the population have a known chance of being selected as part of the
sample. With a probability sample, it will be possible to obtain a valid estimate of
the prabable limits of error which would be involved in extending generalizations
from the sample to the total population from which it is drawn (Blalock, 1972),
As pointed out earlier, the study is based on small quota samples, a limitation which
makes any statistical inference in the study questionable.

In conclusion, the study repeats many of the errors of previous swudies on
sexuality, These errors include questionable conceptual model, non-representative
sample, subjective data base, and inappropriate statistics, Thus, no secure generaliza-
tions about male sexuality can be made from the study. 1t should be pointed out
however that sexuality is a difficult subject to investigate, As Plummer (1975) puts
it “sexuality is a taboo area in which the practical problems of research are much
greater than in other fields."" For instance, locating respondents for study is difficult.
Even when they are located, it is very difficult to get their full cooperation. Very
often, they do not give complete information when asked about their sexual life,

While the findings of the study are difficult to project, they provide insights
into the social variables which may explain male sexuality. Moreover, the study's
conceptual model and research strategies may stimulate discussions which would
lead to an improvement of the methodological foundations of future research efforts
on sexuality in the Philippines, Such discussions are necessary for until now
sexuality remains a rescarch area where it is easier to criticize existing works than to
provide alternatives (Flummer, 1975).

On the basis of the preceding discussions, the following suggestions are pre-
sented:

1. The concepmal model of the study should be re-examined. As pointed
out earlier, sexuality is not a continuum because exclusive heterosexuality and
exclusively homosexuality do not lie along the same line, Perhaps a more appro-
priate approach is to view heterosexuality, bisexuality and homosexuality as classes
rather than as magnitudinal continuum. This view does not suggest the questionable
assumption that homosexuality is a natural phenomenon; that people differ from
one another only in the degree of homosexuality they possess or exhibit

2. Discussions on the reliability and validity of measures used should be
included in the study. Such mformation will enable the reader to evaluate more
objectively the validity of the findings of the study.

3, Attempis should be made to come up with a general rating scale to spot
male sexuality as an alternative to the self.support method used by the study. A
'Emﬂ;[ rating scale is less susceptible to threats to its validity such as social desirabi-
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lity than the self-report method. Kinsey's H.scale and Du Mas's Diagnostic ang
Prognostic Sexuality Checklist may be useful in the construction of such genery)
rating scale.

4. Retrospective reporting should not be used unless smdies of reporting
credibility are made. With evidence of such credibility, questionnaire data, anecdota]
reports, and other methods of collecting data retrospectively may be useful (Riecken
and Boruch, 1974).

5. Efforts should be made to look into the possibility that the homosexualy
in the country are indeed organized in a nationwide scale. According to Mg
Delcano Redoble, alias “Delilah Jones™ of Iligan City, the homosexuals in the cou,
try have a nationwide organization. They have a national president as well ag
chapter president in practically every city in the country. This national organizatig
could be a channel for a wider sampling plan for future researches on male sexualiy
in the Philippines.

REFERENCES

Bergler, E.
1957 Homosexuality: Disease or Way of Life?
New York: Hill and Wang

Black, J. and Champion, D.
1976 Methods and Issues in Social Research.

New York: John Wiley and Sons.
Blalock, Hubert
1972  Social Statistics Tokyo:
McGraw-Hill, Kogakusha, Ltd.

Du Mas, F.
1979 Gay is Not Good, Nashville:
Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Glove, P. (ed.)
1976 Webster's Third International Dictionary of the English Language.
U.S.A.: G and C Meriam Company

Hyde, Janet
1982  Understanding Human Sexuality, New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Company

Kinsey, Pomeroy, Martin and Gebhard

1953 Sexual Behaviour in the Human Female.
London: W.B, Saunders Company

The Technician Vol. VIIT No. 1 June 199¢



21

Kleinbaun, I}, and Kupper L.

1978 Applicd Regression Analysis and Multi-variable Mcthods
Massachusetts: Duxubury Press

Meyer, ]J. and Borgata, E.
1959 An experiment in Mental Patient Rehabilitation,
New York: Russell Sage Foundatnon.

Miller, P. and Wilson, M.
1983 A Dictonary of Social Science Methods,
New York: John Wiley and Sons.

Parel et. al
1979 Data Analysis and Interpretation
Quezon City: Philippine Social Science Council, Inc.

Plummer, Kenneth
1975 Sexual Stugma: An Interactionist Account
London: Routledge and Kegan Paul

'Riecken, H. and Boruch, R. {ed.)
1974 Social Experimen tation: A Method for Planning and Evaluating Social
Intervention
New York: Academic Press

‘Stoller, R
1980 In the New Encyclopedia Britannica
Vol. 16, Chicage; Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc,

‘Weinberg, M, and Bell A,
1972 Homosexuality: An Annotated Bibliography.
New York: Harper and Row
|
Zarco, R, and Badua, A.
1985 “Social Determinants of Male Sexuality: A Search [or Causes,'
Philippine Sociological Review, Volume 33, Number 3.4 (July -
December), pp. 64-72

Thie Technician Vol. VIII No. 1 June 1990



