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::rgu ah e%zcgtiou In this context it may be lumqeq in its ?‘:ﬁ I?r’n 'tagt gﬁfh?ps
meanigngful to third world countries. Nonetheless, it is one of the impo iliping

| : : fod.
ional phi ies during the American col_o'mal perio s
edu?tf'eo:a;a‘l)i}:rzgs?egrt‘:xres of the educational milieu during Quezon's time may be

mentioned here: first, the earliest group of teachers of Filipino children were the

; ; ted by the Thomasites; second, prior
American soldiers who were later supplemen Is;ystem was an American; third,

onwealth the head of the educationa )
:gethgng?s'}?Tangua;a was the medium of instruction;. fourth, educalaso?owzs es:_ent.
ially democratic in that the poor but gifted students_were given access o education.
fifth, the democratization process was relatively fast in that schools were established
in many provinces; and finally, a number of Filipino pensionados were sent abroad
to study in American univarsities,

Quezon worked for the establishment of the Philippine Commonwealth because
in such a set-up a Filipino would replace the American Governor-General and the
Philippine Congress could legislate measures more attuned to Filipino, rather than
American, educational preferences. For example, it might be difficult for a legisla-
tion on anational language to pass the veto power of the Governor-General while it
would be much easier under the Commonwealth,

Although some of Quezon's educational views began to develop during the
formative-years of his political career, his educational philosophy ripened only
during the Commonwealth era. '

Objectives of Philippine Education

According to Quezon, there are two objectives in Philippine education: (1) for
better citizenship, and (2) as a means of livelihood, Quezon emphasized that the
pnmar;;‘ o‘lzjhecttl::e:f thet %ovemment In training or educating the Filipinos is not
so much *‘tha must have 3 means of livelihood," but. 5
R e ut so that they "may better

Education as Preparation For Better Citizenship

The good of the state, Quazon said, is paramount to the ;
The state Is therefore duty-bound to mold the spirit of the y%:otg ﬁ‘f g;:r::"):’i';:‘iua:i
self sacrifice, which can be done through education, Sthoals, colleges, and Man
ties-both public and private- “must constantly instill in the minds and 't:m -
their students thelr duty to defend the nation in time of war and Yo ba earts of
Iawa?idmg cltlzanosni:d time of p':a;m"a useful and
Quezon envisioned a complote and adequate syste =
believed in compulsory aducation, ln'avm?gubnc g;mTym;l;"En‘““;u;ﬂqn. He
ship training for adults, He likewise believed In government ,ch;,fa': sh'it;s Cl'lt:‘ze;';i
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branches of learning ang i i .
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should be encouraned to de ] Poaor but mgntally gifted young men and women
them a large numbey 5t Velop their talents sin

Foy bige number stholarships 3 Ce the governmant could create for
gifted should hav:att;;n, h?;'?"e“ Quezon emphasized that only those intellectually
government could provigmtr'\hon 1o pursue a college or university education, The
with an ordi Al L ips. It would be difficult for a person
i da 3' ‘nary ability to succeed in his academi :
:jonlser:ir;y ?1?;?3:;:0‘1'du'égo:isc'em‘"dda;w years of struggle to obtain a college or
. 0 .
poor, should be satisfieqd with ended that the average student, especially the

. ! a vocational education, He need not feel ashamed
of it because "the trye worth of a man is ' i i
o s eas

proficiency in hic chosen line of bl measured not only by a diploma but by his

Regarding soldiery, Quezon stressed Lhat Philippine military training should
not concentrate merely on the eff

. ! ate ective use of arms but also for the inculcation of
f:wig virtues, “which makes for better soldiers in time of war and for better citizens
in time of peace '’ Filipino saldiers,

A . Quezon believed, should also be given vocational
training to make them economically self-sufficient 6

Duties of Citizenship

Quezon declared that a person "“can only call himslef a worthy citizen if he learns
his duties before he demands his rights.” The first and foremaost duty of a citizen in
time of war is '‘the defensa of the State against foreign aggression, internal rebal-
lion or domestic lawlessness.” But a citizen must not anly defend the nation, he
must also be “useful and law-abiding . . . in time of peace.” The spirit of haroic
patriotism, as against ardinary patriotism, must be instilled in the minds of the
citizens .Heroic patriotism, which invalves the virtues of devotion, loyalty, and cou-
rage, and which “rises to heights of self.sacrifice,” can be felt only by those “whose
love of country is not based on the natural attachment to the land of their birth, but
on the fact that their country gives them freedom, contentment and economic secu.
rity "' Heraic patriotism to Quezon is another name far national disclpline —"*The
spirit of sacrifice of every citizen in the interest of all," 7

The first duty of a man in time of peace, after securing the basic necessities of
life, like food and raiment, is to pay his taxes to the government, which in a certain
sense is an exgression of his patriotism during peacetime, “Any man,” Quezon
maintained, “‘who says that he is a patriot, that he loves his people ancj is ready to
die for the country, but doss not pay his taxes is a liar and not a patriot.” If ha |5
not willing to pay his taxes how can he be willing to die for the country? Taxes
after all, Quezon said, are used for the public interast, i.e. “'to keep peace and main-
tain order, ta repel invasion, to improve the living condm_?ns of the people, to
educate them, and to promote agriculture, industry and trade.”8
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. ; cy . Without peace life is only a burden €acq
foundation of demociacy or for themselves St and men, Ca: :

for thelr country
not to be treated as slaves, Quezon said, th
: state regulates every kind of 'elatz‘,z‘ be

granted he fi héve a say on nhow their lives are going to bey ip,
houtlg :)‘g;f:me Quezon opined, that men CAN BIWEYS SORN f°'e'l?::'ra3e?"u
1 n

| jssues. 0

it is unfair
vital politica
Quezon argued, czn exercise his right o |
2258 i is not permitted by law as .
: on on any public | eis no ' e
e:‘(zrﬁﬁig'}gug%:‘glanization, church, OF faith. totry to':r:lﬂuence the Govem,,gg;fg
:ny of its branches, in the determination of its policies.

¢clesiastic as @ citizen,
Although an & i

i itizenship as obeying laws
o enumerated the other duties of o _ _ and respoct.
ingc%:lizogovemmem and the constitution, _P_fOteCtlTTg the purity of sufﬁagepm;j
abiding by the decisions of the majority, living up to the noble traditions of the
people, doing one’s wark well, promoting social justice, patronizing lacal prodycis

and developing and conserving wisely the natural resources. 12
A National Soul

Quezon believed that quality citize

language. According to =B BEVLM '
common language.” Genuine natianal pride 15 ancl']ored on one's native languag,
Until we have a national language, Quezon emphasized, we shall not be & people:

inferiority, It did not matter to Quezoh whet%nt

we shall always have the sign of : o
the national language would be Tagalog, llokano, Visayan, or ‘any ather vermwlf

tongue so long 3s we shall have a language that can be spoken by all.'" Quezon W&
willing to adopt the Mangyan tongue should language experts propose ¥ the
pest for Filipinos, Eventually he supported the adoption of Tagalog as the basis
for the Philippine national language since it was the most developed of all the exst
ing languages in the country and the most widely spoken language during histime,
In the 1940 banquet of the Philippine Writers' League, Quezon divulged his plan o

cubstitute English with Tagalog as the medium of instruction at the glementary | _ 1

after independence. ¥
Building The Filipino Character
™ R
A nation, Quezon said, is nothing more nor less than its citizenry. AS such.h’
like a family, multiplied a thousandfold. What gives a nation strength i e
but the happiness or welfare of the common man. As Quezon contended.
:I'M?‘“h. but the happiness of the common man that makes a nation strongd.’
when every citizen recognizes the rights of his fellowmen, and In furn mMIKEs T
fellowmen recognize his own rights,"1®
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The happiness ot the comman man, which gives strengthto the nation, can only be

g:;lt igsci;z:acter, Q“."Z?" maintained that self.dependence and self-sufficiency in
v t{ ffp : al:e a nation®s goal and this can be brought about if the leaders-in an
erolc etiort-awaken the peaple to become what by right, they should b “morally

trong, wviril : o . .
:p'i‘:ugdh..",;{' & hardwarking, refined, enterprising, persevering, {and] public-

If we imagine a building with magnificent architactu i i ing wi
ctural design, this building will
no't_dt%ppleddqwn véhen a strang quake or typhoon hits it for as fong as it is built on
solid foundation, Likewise, the Philippine national structure, according to Quezon,
if it is to endure and be capable of resisting political disorders and grave social up-

heavals, must rest upan the rack-botlom of the character, the toil, and the physical
prowess of the people ' r

. Quezon bewailed the shortcomings of the Philippine society of his time. The
Filipina character, Quezon observed, had weaknesses that required critical attention,
viz,, easy-going parasitism and social inefficiency, These are barriers to the education
or development of the Filipinos far better citizenship.

Easy-Going Parasitism

Quezon noticed that the Filipinos lacked earnestness; were inclined to sustain
hard effort, were frivolous and inconstant, lacked perseverance, had only skin-deep
patriotism, walued face-saving very much, were desirous aof personal gain which
dulled their sense of righteousnes, valued expediency in their horm of conduct
rather than principle, showed a “failing in that superb courage which impels action
because it is right, even at the cost of self-sacrifice,” had as their greatest fear nat the
act to do wrong, but of “'being caught doing wrong,” took religion lightly, easily
accepted defeat and wera apt to compromise with ethical principles and to regard
truth as compalible with misrepresentation ar self-<deceit18

Even sacial decorum, Quezon lamented, is “fast becoming prostituted by a mis-
taken conception of so-called maodernity." Foreign customs wrongly adopted
created, cspecially in tha young, the feeling that “politenass is commonplace and
that smartness and insolence are the equivalent of qood breeding. Filipinos,
according to Quezon, failed to realize that “'civility is the consummate flower of
cultura and civilization™ because “it embraces all the virtues," They also did not
utilize the power of self-restraint in attalning desiraple.abjec*gives, and they hat_cd
discipline-moral and physical--“forgetting that self-discipline is the most effective

process to build fortitude of body and spirit,” **

Social [nefficicncy

In Quezon's view, Filipinos were loathed to accept soclal responsibilities, They
worked slowly and scantily; took pride in a life of ease, no:t‘knowmg that' ':therc is
dignity in work’ and looked upan the government as the ““fountain of living," to
which they were "reluctant to give anything,” but from which they expected “every
bounty and help.” Quezon criticized the middle class, especially the numerous
groups of small l[andowners, as having ''no compunction in living on the labor of

athers.'” As he said:
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[This] group of small landowners . . . are'content with the meager inco
the restgof tpheir land, instead of working it themselves and from their O:I‘: from
gain greater profits, These are the peoplg_who constitute our middle clas;W e
chould be the backbone of the body politic Yet they are a liability in oyr ang
structure. Their idleness is a drag upon the economic and social advanCem:°°'°'

ny people to carry. They form a stagnant poo| wngig:

our country, too heavy for a . :
Yy the blood streams (sic) of the body politic and will cayse .
5

they awake to their responsibilities and realize their ignogy
8

breeds anemia into
certain death unless

existence
National Spiritual Reconstruction

To meet these societal weaknesses and remedy the deterioration of the
Quezon felt the need for a national spiritual reconstruction. A social code iace.
code of ethics and personal conduct should be formulated and adopted. Tf;e'cé'd a
according to Quezon, must be some kind of a written Bushido that "Can'b:'-l
explained in the schools, preached from the pulpits, and taught in the streets ang
plazas, and in the remotest corners of our land.” Every man, woman, and child

Quezon launched this regeneration of the

chall be indoctrinated in its precepts.
Filipinos as a crusade and called ug?n all teachers, church ministers, and political

and social leaders to be its vanguard.

Incorporated in Executive Order
ethics consisted of sixteen civic and

No. 217 dated 19 August 1939, the code of
ethical principles which, in Quezon's mind,

would strengthen the moral character, personal discipline, civic conscience, and citi-
zenship awareness of the Filipino. They are . (1) Have faith in God who guides the
destinies of men and nations; (2) Love, defend, and be ready to sacrifice yourself
for your country, (3) Respect the constitution and the government which is esta-
blished for your safety and welfare, and obey its laws, (4) Pay your taxes willingly

and promptly, (5) Safeguard the sanctity of the ballot and abide by the rule of the
honor as you value your

majority, (6) Love and respect your parents. (7} Value your

life. (8) Be truthful, honest, just, charitable, and courteous, and dignified in thought
and action; (9) Lead a clean and frugal life, without frivolity and pretense; (10) Live
up to the noble traditions of our heroes: (11) Be industrious and value the dignity
of labor: (12) Be seif-reliant and persevere in pursuing your legitimate ambitions;
(13) Love your work and do not do for tomorrow what you can do today, (14) Pro-
mote §ocral justice; (25) Patronize Philippine-made products; and {26) Use and deve
lop wisely our natural resources and do not allow your citizenship to be exploi

by others ,

Conclusion

Quezon envisaged a people with a strong moral character as a major c°"“’Q-mm|
of better citizenship. It is therefore easily perceivable that Quezon's edUQt';f:e
philosophy is closely associated with ethical and social philosophy. The social
of ethics would be taught formally in the schools and informally in the pul
elsewhere: That the primary aim of education is to train the student for bmaﬂ
citizenship only shows to us that Quezon did not have 2 systematic view of hurf fo
nature. He believed in Social Darwinism, or the doctrine that govemments and socm_
ties come about in various stages of development as manifestations © m:n':u?:sivé.

jon to

to survive in the struggle for survival.22 |n order for the Filipinoc natl

The Technician Vol VIII No.2 December 19%7



45

Quezon envisioned a nation with superi iti i .
e e perior qualities that could possibly be obtained

The idea of national survival, particularly the survival of the Filipino democratic
nation, is clp_sely linked with Quezon's idea of academic freedom. Although colleges
and universities shall enjoy academic freedom, Quezon averred, this does not mean
the license to advocate anti-social and subversive doctrines. Academic freedom car-
ries with it the Impaosition of self-restraint: no man is allowed to preach theories or
philosophies destructwe' of Filipino patriotism. "Should anyone,”” Quezon insisted,
“attempt . . . to establish a school for the preaching of communism in the Philip-
pines,"” the government should immediately stop it. 23

Some educational programs which Quezon put into effect as Commonwealth
President may be mentioned here: (1) Adult education was started in 1973 and
5,053 schools of the Office of Adult Education were established. (2) Compulsory
education in the primary grades was implemented in 1937; (3) A national language
was adopted; (4) A double-single session whereby one set of pupils attended classes
in the morning and another set in the afternoon was instituted; {(5) The seven-year
elementary schooling was reduced by one year to save on costs and to accomodated
;ngo:;g t;:,u;l)gzzlal;g (6) Some 4,429 clementary public school buildings were built from

Some contemporary views on the aims of education simply assume better citi-
zenship as one of their logical consequences. But for a fledgling Philippine
Commonwealth -one that was preparing itself for independence—it can be readily
understood, | think, why better citizenship was considered the paramount aim of
gducgct’ion. After all, Quezon wanted the Filipinos to have a place in the sun. As

e said..

Wa shall be 8 flowing stroam, a rippling brook, a desp and roaring torrant, full of life, of hope, of faith and of
strength, Through self-disciplin® hamess all our enzrgiog. 50 that our power, spreading ovar the length and

breadth of the land, will develop its resources, advance its culture, sacurs social justics, give puissance to the
Nation, and ingure happines and contentmmnt for all the paople, undar the segis of libarty and paace.

Other peoples of the world are straining to attain higher levels of progress and
national security, We shall not, we must not lag behind,

The Filipino people are on the march, towards their destiny, to occupy their
place in the sun. 26
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