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HILIPPINE EDUCATION* 
QUEZON'S PHILOSOPHY OF p . 

Rolando M. Gripaldo, Ph.D. 

INTRODUCTION 

. b ·cally a reflection of the need of a 
f ducation is asi II d c • I Quezon's philosophy o e intellectually, mora y '. an. e onomIca ly 

colonial people to upgr~de thems~lvesa be limited in its apph~atIon but P~~h~ps 
through education. In this conte~t it m yth less it is one of the important F1lip1no 

h• d Id countries None e ' • d meaningfut ~o t ,r w_or . • rican colonial perio • , . 
educational·philosoph1es dunnQ the Am~. al milieu during Quezon s time may be 

A few salient features of t~e educa ionf teachers of Filipino children were the 
mentioned here: first, the earliest grour o ted by the Thomasites; second, prior 
American soldiers who were. later supp f entional system was an American; third, 
to the Commonwealth the head 0 ~ 

the e _uca ruction·, fourth, education was essent-
the English la~g~age was the medium ?f '"!udents 'Were given access to education; 
ially democratic m _tha~ the poor but 9'~1- 1 fast in that schools were established 
fifth, the democrat1zat1on process was re a ivf e?-'r ino pensio,iados were sent abroad 
in many provinces;-. and finally, a number o 1 1p 
to study in· American universities. • 

Quezon worked for the establiShment of the Phil!ppine Commo~wealt~ b~a~~e 
in such a set-up a Filipino would replace the American Govern_o_r-. enera an e 
Philippine Congress could legislate m~asures mor~ att~ned to ~ill_pino, rat~er t~an 
American, educational preferences. For example, 1t might be d1ff1cult for a le~is!~-
tion on a national language to pass the veto power of the Governor-General while it 
would be much easier under the Commonwealth. 

Although some of Quezon's educational views began to develop during the 
formative ·years of his political career, his educational phitosophy- ripened only 
during the Commonwealth era. ' 

Objectives of Philippine Education . 

According to Quezon, there are two objectives in Philippine education: (1) for 
better citizenship, and (2) as a means of livelihood. Quezon emphasized that the 
primary objective of t~e government in training or educating the Filipinos is not 
so much 

1

'that they must have a means of livelihood," but so that they 11may better 
serve the nation."1 • 

Education as Prepara~on For Better Citizenship 

The good of th~ state, Quezon said, is paramount to the good of the individual 
The state is therefore duty-bound to mold the spirit of the youth in patriotism and 
self sacrifice, which can be done through education. Schools, colle~s. and universi-
ties-both public and private· "must constantly instill in the minds and hearts of 
their students their duty to defend the nation in time of war and to be useful and 
law-abiding citizens in time of peace. "a · 

_Quez~n envisioned a com~lete. and adequat~ sy~em of publi; instruction. He 
be~1eved .1~ compulsory educat1~n, 1~ a free pubh~ primary education, and in citizen-
ship traIntng for adults. He likewise believed 1n government scholarsh ·,ps • 

11 
. , 1n a 

' 
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branches of learning and in vocat' . high schools. According to Que ional and agricultural training in intermediate and should be encouraged to devel~on, P?or but mentally gifted young men and women them a la_rge number of scholars: 
th

; I
r talents since the government could create for For higher education how ips. gifted should have the ~mb ·/~ver,t Quezon emphasized that only those intellectually government could provide t~ ,on ? pursue a ~allege or university education. The with an ordinary ability t em w,t~ sc~olarsh1ps .. It would be difficult for a person ioned and despair could bo ~~cceed in his academic profession. He may be disillus-university diploma Q e ,s reward after years of struggle to obtain a college or poor, should be satisfie~ezo_~h contend~d that the _average student, especially the of it because "the tru fa vocat_1onal education. He need not feel ashamed 

P
roficiency ·,n h'1s ch e wol_r o a man is measured not only by a diploma but by his • osen Ine of work."4 

Academic ed t· • ·t . . .. uca ion I~ ' self, Quezon maintained, has no value unless the reci-pient is capable of making a practical and socially beneficial use of it.'' Quezon strongly endorsed_ ~h_e employment of foreign professors for the time being until s~ch time that F1ltp1nos. themselves could have dev~loped _their own experts. The diploma to Quezon was simply a stepping stone toward various paths of progress.6 

Regarding soldiery, Quezon stressed that Ph'ilippine military training should not concentrate merely on the effective use of arms but also for the inculcation of civic virtues, .. which makes for better soldiers in time of war and for better citizens in ~i~e of peace." Filipino soldiers, Quezon believed, should also be given vocational training to make them economically self.sufficient,& 

Duties of Citizenship 

. 
Quezon declared that a person .. can only call himslef a worthy citizen if he learns his duties before he demands his rights." The first and foremost duty of a citizen in time of war is ''the defense of the State against foreign aggression, internal rebel-I ion or domestic lawlessness." But a citizen must not only defend the nation, he must also be "useful and law-abiding .. in time of peace." The spirit of heroic patriotism, as against ordinary patriotism, must be instilled in the minds of the citizens .Heroic patriotism, which involves the virtues of devotion, loyalty, and cou-rage, and which "rises to heights of self-sacrifice,'' can be felt only by those ''whose love of country is not based on the natural attachment to the land of their birth, but on the fact that their country gives them freedom, contentment and economic secu-rity.'' Heroic patriotism to Quezon is another name for national discipline ---"The spirit of sacrifice of every citizen in the interest of all.'' -7 

The first duty of a man in time of peace, after securing the basic necessities of I ife like food and raiment, is to pay his taxes to the government, which in a certain sen;e is an expression of his patriotism during peacetime. ••Any man," Quezon maintained "who says that he is a patriot, that he loves his people and is ready to die for the' country, but does not pay hi's taxes is a liar and not a patriot." 1.f he is not willing to pay his taxes how can he ~e _willing t~ di~ for the country? Ta~es after all, Quezon said, are used for ~he public 1nt~r~st, I.e. _t~ keep peace and main-tain order, to repel invasion, to Improv~ the living cond1t1~ns of the people, to educate them, and to promote agriculture, industry and trade. 8 
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th "maintenance of peace and order is the joi t 

Quezon asserted tha\ e_tizen'' because without peace and order th n °bligati 

of the government ~nd t _e c1 ossible to promote education, improve the ere can be on 

progress, i.e., "it will be im~ and ignorant against exploitation, and otheco~ditior, ~o 

the masses, protec~ thf.t0f and property.'' Quezon also said that the ,,~wrse inslJ f 

the enjoyment ~f life, t~a~r ihich is built on fear/_' but "that which is theest fotini 

ation of peace is not t ,, Still on another occas10.n, ~uezon remarked .~eSIJ/t Of 

justice and conte~tme~ d ·mocracy. Without peace life 1s only a burden a· d Peace~ 

the basic fo~ndat,on oh . e country or for themselves."9 n rnen can 

do nothing either for t e1r . • 

. . are not to be treated as slaves, Quezon said the 

If women ~s citizens t Since the state regulates every kind ~f re{/'fltist be 

granted the right t~ vo ~~ve a say on "how their lives are going to be r a 10nship 

women sh_ould there ore Quezon opined, that men can always speak for egulated:: 

It is unfair to presume, . 
wo.rnen i 

vital political issues.1
0 . 

n 

h 
h n ecclesi~stic as a citizen, Qu_ezon argue~, can exercise his right 

Alt o~g . n ublic issue, he Is not permitted by law as an a_nd 

express_ h_rs opinion_ ~~iin y Jiurch or faith "to ·try to influence the Gover~~honty 

of a rfel_1tg1obusnocr~!~'f n the 'determi~ation of its policies.'' II . ent or 

any o , s ra , 

Q enumerated-the other duties of citizenship as obeying laws and respect 

uezon ·t t' t ct,·n the ·t f • 

ing the government and the canst~ u. ,on, . p_ro e g pur, y o ~~ffrage and 

abiding by the decisions of the ma1ori~y, l1v1~g, _uptJo thet no~I~ trad1t1ons of the 

people, doing one's work ~ell, ~romotmg soc1a JUS ice, pa
12

roniz1ng local products 

and developing and conserving wisely the natural resources.. • _ 

A National Soul 

-

Quezon believed that quality citizenship entails the de~elopment of a common 

language. According to him, a "national soul cann~t exist where there is not a 

common language.'~· Genuine national pride is anc~ored on one's native language. 

Until we have a national language, Quezon emphasized, we shall not be a people: 

we shall always have the sign of inferiority~ It did not matter to Quezon-whether 

the national language would be Tagalog, llokano, Visayan, or "any other vernacular 

tongue so long as we shall have a language that can be spoken by all." Quezon was 

willing to adopt the Mangyan tongue should language experts propose it to be the 

·best for Filipinos. Eventually he supported the adoption of Tagalog as· the basis 

for the Philippine national language since it was. the most developed of all the exist-

ing languages in the country and the most widely spoken language during his time. 

In th~ 1940 ba_nque~ of the Philippine Writers' League, Quezon divulged his plan to 

substitute English with Tagalog as the medium of instruction at the elementary level 

after independence. 14 

Building The Filipino Character 

• 
. • A nati~n, Quez?n _said, is nothing mor.e nor less than its citizenry. ··f..s such, it is 

like a fa miry,_ mult1pl Ied a thousandfold .. What gives a nation strength is n~! w~alth, 

but the happiness or welfare of the common m·an. As Quezon contended. It is n~t 

~ealth, but th~ ~appiness of the common. man that makes a nation strong.'' that 1~ 

when ~very citizen recognizes the rights of his fellowmen and in turn makes hiS 

fellowmen recognize his own rights. ••1s . ' · 
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The happiness of the comma h' • · 
b 

•it . h t n man, w Ich gives strenath·to the nation, can only be 
u1 on c arac er Qu • t • ;;;J • • _ez~n main ained that self-dependence and self-sufficiency in 

every respect are a nations goal and this can be brought about if the !eaders -in an 
heroic eff<:>r_t--awaken the J?eople to_ become what by right, they should pP. "morally 
st~o_ng, virile, hardworking, refined, enterprising persevering (and] public-
spirited." 16 • ' ' • • 

If we imagine a building with magnificent architectural design, this building will 
no~ topple d~wn .wh_en a. strong quake or typhoon hits it for as long as it is bui It on 
~ol_1d _foundation. L1kew1se, the Philippine national structure, according to Quezon, 
if it 1s to endure and be capable of resisting political disorders and grave social up-
heavals, must rest upon the rock-bottom of the character the toil and the physical 
prowess of the people." 11 ' ' 

. _Q_uezon bewailed the shortcomings of the Philippine society of his time. The 
~1lipino cha~acter, Quezon observed, had weaknesses that required critical attention, 
viz., easy-going parasitism and social inefficiency. These are barriers to the education 
or deve_lopment of the Filipinos for better citizenship. 

Easy-Going Parasitism 

Quezon noticed that the Filipinos lacked earnestness; were inclined to sustain 
hard effort, were frivolous and inconstant, lacked perseverance, had only skin-deep 
patriotism, valued face-saving very much, were desirous of personal gain which-
dulled their sense of ·righteousness, valued expediency in their norm of conduct 
rather than principle, showed a .. failing in that superb courage which impels action 
because it is right, even at the cost of self-sacrifice,_" had as their greatest fear not the 
act to do wrong, but of .. being caught doing wrong," took religion lightly, easily 
accepted defeat and were apt to compromise with ethical principles and to regard 
truth as compatible with misrepresentation or self-deceit.18 

Even social decorum, Quezon lamented, is ''fast becoming prostituted by a mis-
taken conception of so-called moderni~y." F~reig_n cust~ms wrongly adopted 
created, especially in the young, the feelmg_that politeness Is co_m~?npl~~e. and 
that smartness and insolence are the equivalent of good breeding. F1llp1nos, 
according to Quezon failed to realize that 

11
civility is the consummate flower of 

culture and civilizati~n" because ' 1it embraces all the virtues:' They also did not 
utilize the power of self-restraint in a~taining desira~le_ o~jec~ives, and they hat_ed 
discipline-moral and physical--"forgettI~~ t

1

~~; self-d1sc1pl1~e 1s t~e most effective 
process to build fortitude of body and spirit. 

Social Inefficiency 

In Quezon's view, Filipinos were loat_hed t_o accept social respo~sibilitie,~. They 
worked slowly and scantily; took pride in a life of ease, no!, know1~g that __ the;,e 1s 
dignity in work'' and looked upon the ~ov~~nment as the_ fountain of l1v1~?• to 
which they were ••reluctant to give anything, ~ut from which th:Y expected every 
bounty and help,'' Quezon criticized 

I 

the middle cl~ss, ?sp~c~ally the numerous 
groups of small landowners, as having •~o compunction in ltvtng on the labor of 

others." As he said: 
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[This] group of small landowners. . •. are _content with the.meager income . 

the rest of their land, instead of working it themselve~ and fro_m their own /rorr, 

gain greater profits These are the people who constitute our middle cl Weat 

should be the backbone ?f the body politic. Yet th~y are a li~bility in ou~s:
0 
a~d 

structure. Their idleness 1s a drag upon the economic and social advancement'al 

our country, too heavy for any people t~ carry. They form a_ s~agnant pool Whi of 

breeds anemia into the blood streams (_sic) of th~ ~~?Y pol1t1c and will cause ~h 

certain death unless they awake to their respons1b1llt1es and realize their igno~:! 

existence 2 0 

National Spiritual Reconstruction 

To meet these s<?cietal we~knesses. ~nd remedy the ~eterioration of the ra 

Quezon felt the need for a national spiritual reconstruction. A social code . ce, 

code of ethics and personal conduct shou~d be formul~ted and a~opte_d. The
I~:d! 

according to Quezon, must be some kind of wr~tten Bush1~0 that ''can· be' 

explained in the schools, preached from the pulpits, and taught In the streets and 

plazas, and in the remotest corners of ou·r land." Every ~an, woman, and child 

shall be indoctrinated in its precepts. Quezon launched this_ r~generation of the 

Filipinos as a crusade and called upon all teachers, church mInIsters, and political 

and social leaders to be its vanguard. 21 • . 

Incorporated iri Executive Order No. 217 dated 19 August 1939, the code of 

ethics consisted of sixteen civic and ethical principles which, in Quezon's mind 

would strengthen the moral character, personal discipline, civic conscience, and cit~ 

zenship awareness of the Filipino. They are . (1) Have .faith in God who guides the 

destinies of men and nations; (2) Love, defend, and be ready to sacrifice yourself 

for your country, (3) Respect the constitution and the government which is esta-

blished for your safety and welfare, and obey its laws, ( 4) Pay your taxes willingly 

and promptly, (5) Safeguard the sanctity of the ballot and abide by the rule of the 

majority, (6) Love and respect your parents. (7) Value your honor as you value your 

life. (8) Be truthfui, honest, just, charitable, and courteous, and dignified in thought 

and action~ (9) Lead a clean and frugal l~fe, without frivolity and pretense; (10) Live 

up to the noble traditions of our heroes; (11) Be industrious and value the dignity 

of labor; (12) Be self-reliant and persevere in pursuing your legitimate ambitions; 

(13) Love your work and do not do for tomorrow what you can do today. (14) Pro-

mote ~ocial justice; (25) Patronize Philippine-made products; and (26) Use and d~e-

lop wisely our natural resources and do not allow your citizenship to be exploited 

by others. 

Conclusion 

Quezon .e!1visa9!d a p~ple with a strong moral character as a major comp~n:~ 

of. better C1!Izensh1p. It Is therefore easily perceivable that Quezon's edu~atio e 

philo5?phy Is closely associated with ethical and social philosophy. The soci~I c~d 

of eth1cs would be taught formally in the schools and informally in the pulpits a r 

e!s~wher! • That the primary aim of education is to train the st_ud~nt for b~~ri 

citizenship onl_v sho~s to _us that Quezon did not have a systematic view of hu de-

nature. He believed In Social Darwinism or the doctrine that governments and 50 • 
8 

t • b t • • ' 
• des1r 

ies co'!1e ou 1n ~arious stages of development as manifestations of man 5 ;~e, 

to survive In the struggle for surviva1.22 In order for the Filipino nation to surv 
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Quezon envisioned a nation with superior qualities that could possibly be obtained 
through· education. 

!he ~dea of na!ional sl:'rvival, particularly the survival of the Filipino democratic 
nation,. 1s cl_?~ely linked with Quezon's idea of academic freedom. Although colleges 
and univers1t1es shall enjoy academic freedom, Quezon averred, this does_ not mean 
the license to advocate anti-social and subversive doctrines. Academic freedom car-
rie~ with i_t the impo~ition of self-restraint: no man is allowed to preach theories or 
ph1losoph1es destructive of Filipino patriotism. "Should anyone," Quezon insisted, 
"attempt ... to establish a school for the preaching of communism in the Philip-
pines," the government should immediately stop it. 23 

Some educational programs which Quezon put into effect as Commonwealth 
President may be mentioned here: (1) Adult education was started in 1973 and 
5,053 schools of the Office of Adult Education were established. (2) Compulsory 
education in the primary grades was implemented in 1937; (3) A national language 
was adopted, (4) A double-single session whereby one set of pupils attended classes 
in the morning and another set in the afternoon was instituted: (5) The seven-year 
elementary schooling was reduced by one year to save on costs and to accomodated 
more pupils; and (6) Some 4,429 elementary public school buildings were built from 
1936 to 1941. 24 

Some contemporary views on the aims of education simply assume better citi-
zenship as one of their logical consequences. But for a fledgling Philippine 
Commonwealth -one that was preparing itself for independence-it can be readily 
understood, I think, why better citizenship was considered the paramount aim of 
education. After all, Quezon wanted the Filipinos to have a place in the sun. As 
he said;. 

We shall be• flowing stream. a rippling brook, a deep and roaring torrent, full of life, of hope, of faith and of 
strength, Through salf~itcipline ham8S all our anergi8$, so that our power, spreading over the length and 
br•dth of the land, will develop its resources, advance its culture, sacura social justice, give pulssance to _tha 
Nation, and insure happin .. and contentment for all the paople, under the aegis of liberty and p•ce. 

Other peoples of the wo.rld are straining to attain higher levels of progress and 
national security. We shall not, we must not lag behind. 

The Filipino people are on the march, towards their destiny, to occupy their 
place in the sun. 25 

NOTES 

*Paper presented during the 11th Annual Convention of the Philosophical Asso-
ciation of the Visayas and Mindanao on 6-8 May 1988 at Central Mindanao 
University, Musuan, Bukidnon. 
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