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INTRO OUCT 0N

mber 1989, the Aquino govarn
In e Ment narrowly suryi X
s8i0 wuptl?“seamrrz: t::uthe fmll‘lt‘my' The, December cyoulau')aslrtesed LI SIxtl and Mo
RAM B hate gd thp of military officers whi mutinied 2 et e by the
oy 1986 that paved the way for the installation of Cora gainst Marcos in Fep-
of the Philippines. Z0N Aquino as the pre-

.sideﬂ‘ .
M is an acronym for Reform the Armed F
ili - orces Mo
p of ‘carefear th“"'ta?hpfflcets who graduated 1:0;1 :Pf:n Smf. . fr?a 'hif?‘mup
. mdemghlt\u:;iach es:::g:c'l illqn i‘g; g)ffllqcers corps of the Armed Forcef gf tehe ;’tlmfla:?
v A u A iy ¥ - 5 - e -
"ﬁcwmw in Philippine history, " "Vention in Philippine politics was

contrast 1o some developing ¢ i i .
mof their political cultures, Ft,heg Plfi‘lJi:tDri:zs‘;g?;e ?MBW "ntewem'ions' o
B ilitary was always subordinat 0es, a@ demacratic tradition in which
the mili nated to civilian authority. When Philippine ind
andence was granted by the United States in 1946, a strong chief eﬂ&net'm g
. "fuu;_t_ional two-party legislature, an independent judiciary, and a relativel ~up::$‘e:
sjonalbureaucracy were in p.lace to guarantee the continuity of a damocra¥ic legac
~ from four decades of American colonial rule, Moreover. the Philippine militar 23/
| in the professional tradition of ican mili P e
molded p ion of the American military, The Insular Police
-~ which fater became the core of the Philippine Army was organized and trained by
i the Americans. In preparation for the imminent war in the Pacific, General Douglas
- McArthur was Sent to the Phllupp'lqes to strengthen the organization and improve the
~ {raining and discipline of the Philippine Army. As embodied in the Military Agree-
ment of 1947, the Joint U.S, Military Assistance Group (JUSMAG) was established
o assist the professional development of the A.F.P, In addition some wnilitary
~ officers and enlisted men were given professional training in some US.service acad-
~emies and special US,military schagls.
Given the background of the Philippine military, it would seem unlikely that
' somae of its elements would intervene in politics. The interventionist orientation in
the AFP developed during the Marcos administration (1965-1986) , To understand
this unexpected davelopment, a look into the concepts of corporate culture and
praetorianism is necessary.

Corporate Cufture

Every organization has its own corporate culture, Corporate cufture is the pat-
" tern of beliefs or sharad meaning in an orgafization supported by various operating
norms and rituals. 1 . ey :
1t is 3 behavioral framework that defines arganizational reactions tqward' a
given stimulus; it outlines the methclntlology c:f an organization in performing its oles
“and in manaaging internal or external tensions, '
b Co‘r'porat?: gultuve s dynamic and it is always in the P“’."“‘b ‘:f f:°'s‘;:f;";
Changes in the corparate culture may either reenforce an elieands Seei
il may shape 3 new structure of beliefs that tends to change .ok
¢ ST V] ization {(Beverly Hills . SAGE Publications,

;‘.:iﬁm_ th Morgan, /mages of Organ
1986

-
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nization, i :
e of social interactions, It '“P'Oduq

in the coursé eral circumstance
» (t:‘?arp:;ﬂ:es;::‘ltgrfe 3;181': p:iluation}. act;om;':rru:?:ntgefgr an objective, l-’l.och:'_
therefore be manipulated to make 1 alt:ﬁre. An awareness to the manipy [yt

. lation of & cultura can backs ent,
:::ce“: Zla[:\ugte':te hostility against the manipulating ag

These are organizational g
izati also develop subcultures. oy
orﬂa,nlzzt'zn:o"c‘iaizided loyalties or desir@ by ;or‘ne gltgr?iga tio% a,:d;,;gm t',,"i‘r}
that af'regntu ests rather than organizatlonal gnds.® | e '?“tum
persona :’ common viewpoints shared by 2 cohesive gr gd e 2 org.
are shaped by Rures divide organizations into factions a ey May deye.
T et rganizational values,

lop into counter-cultures that contradict existing 0

Pragtorianism

. y ivilians.s Being trained
Professional soldiers have distinct cargers from those of civi >2INg trained
for a particular rale, they are not adaptive to play other social or political l'Oles,t

A profession is an occupation that requires advance training ina 5?“‘3““@%-':1
Hence'? a military professional can be most effective by performing what heis
trained to do.

Experience i$ a very important factor for a successful career, It is a necessary part

in the internalization of the ethos of one's profession. Once internalized gsg
...*:{;

ethos ara difficult to unlearn, In addition, years of experience in one's profession
make it difficult to learn and internalize another profession, o

The technological revolution in managemant and strategy in tha present century
c0mpellled tl;e hmeﬁllury o:gwi:thion to adopt new skills in order to modernize. The
axpansion of the skills and technology basa of the military had ed its socisl
and political horizons, 8 it Y had N ”d“]

|
.

3

Ibid. p, 127, k

3
Ibid,
5

Morvies Janewitz, Militsry institus g et
(Chicago: Uriversity of Chicago Press. ap1o e, Gocteion in the Developing Nations
6 : |

Ibid, l

L -

Amos Perlmutter, The Mis o i
University Press, 1977) p. 1-' tary and Politics in Modern Times (New Haven: Yale
; AR el
Ibid '
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tion of new and no o~
he adopm“i kary officer. 1 r;;tradmonal skills p
“ mdem ¢ : as enhancw o ag b’oadm
A military operations that p. his Capacity toed the Orientations of

.' U e
A tech data, and complicated coo;dingtig‘::swe logistjc,

el ; ilit Eangs
et pdern military organization
i : not

.'_Th gloped its OWn defense re[ateq industriz;“y g:"oe'OD is own

g0 and othe{ 'acti.vities that de J S, 1 bureayer
Al 4 the military officer tod;:alnded kil|s'_1??"°h and develge Ut

eansto’ 0 3 man . elopm,
™ les. 30T with o ents have
o icr Orporate ang b S

T
)

corporate body, the milita
._ﬁ;ﬂion and for protection fyq
arof and the democratic parlia

-:.;,’,nan political authority, 10
fof

rhe military Wntervenss in palitics if thore :
1 iitical authority fo defend Sre 15 no valid &l
-f.'polrl,t;'fgtation A hr oA dern?)lv::s Corporate intergsts 11 m?'.:“”‘f"’"g civilian
L o omenon of instabiity |eaging 1o e vention
o of social forces and mstitutions, 12 Praetorianism | €ading to the politici-
= oly the intervention of the military in politics b tl'"l.':m therefqre, does not onl
%t labor unions, and other interest ot aiso ;
s is due to the absence or weak
ypable of mediating, refining,

Y Organization et:
strives for
m extern : Or intern ;
Mentary inaslt itpt;l.ltlcal control 9° ‘:'l :Or:trfol of its
ience

or against civilian transgressions info. the
aness, and pride of the military profession, autonomy,

praetorianism, intervention is always resorted to by a Tew prore
gfficers.! The need forsecrecy and discipline in the plannir?; and exgcutin?g'fwa'
coup calls for the invalvement of a small and cohesive group of officers bound by

) m
,_‘"Morris Janowitz, op.cit.

- Amos Perimutter, op, cit. p. 13.

- Samuel P. Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies {New Haven: Yale

ersity Prass, 1968), p. 194,

ﬁﬂd. p. 196,

14 g
 Eric A, Nordlinger, Sofdiers in Politics; Military Coups and Governments
':: vood Cliffs, New Jarsey: Prentice Hall Inc.) 1977, p.3.
s _
Amos Perlmutter, op. cit. p. 12.
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: : eveloped mainly through past interacs:. &
oints.16 Thelr conesiof & gnilitarzegcademy or for having bo’g.:a

similar viewp lass in

S g
uch as being in the same
:ame service or assignment. Pl v
. Ly y Cleavages 1o .
i i torian intervention 15 b
'The||nvolvemeé}:ba :;g:s l;f'ﬂ: due to i‘nt.ergerje.«'?:lon gap, membership i
?:rf\'tc:rcsad:;rig:. and different athno-linguistic origins.

THE ARMED F ORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES

iliopines {AFP) had its beginning fram «
orces of the Philippines (AFY, :911NNg from g

T presrt At Foe 04 v aspiahed by ths Arericars. g
Philippine e embers were trained and supervised Dy officers
pine Constabulary ho fought in the ﬁnspanlc—Am‘er_lcaqw and

i ilippine-American War. ¥ )
lc::!'\elg ttrr‘;ee 7’?1':1?:3%‘:\9 Army was arganized and the Constabullary_. beca
L.aler,' tha Philippine Army became one
Armed Forces of the Philippines,

The Legacy of Professionalism

The Philippine Constabulary was grganized as tge llgal;'a_} lSOﬂﬂabu]
Act 175 by the Philippine Commission oh August 18, ff"ci“" ; oug
intended ta be a police force, it developed lntolg very e"i : e':lju
under the able leadership of American officers. Orlglﬂ;_ % s_'m?f
the same training, weaponry and _Iognstucal support as t a_rpg_q'a,:_f_-i_
but were exacted the same discipline, hence, they performed Spt;nd ]
fication campaign all over the Philippine Archipelago which Invo! ved;d ‘
which the US regular'forces were unprepared Lo engage in, E

The Philippine Army and later on, the Armeq Forces of
whole, had carned a reputation for efficiancy deSpA_tgthe la
rial. Due to the inculcation of strict military tradition under :
the Philippine Constabulary and through the efforts of Ge grai glas
who becama the military adviser of President Manuel L. Quezon, the AFP Ik
the very model of a western army. 18 The professionalism led in F
irr uniform, both in the Philippine Constabulary and in e e
Philippines as a whole has been shown In their performance in the:
responsible In pacifying the Philippines to ensure the sm 0
American colonial administration. Among Southeast Asians,
offered 1ha longest resistance against the Japanese | mperial Ar
World War, During the early days of the Philippine-Repub
ended the insurgency of the HUKBALAHAP, From 1901 unt
Second Warld War, Filipino men in uniform were trained anc

>~

16 Henry Blenen and David Morrell, “7ransition from Miltary R
Experience,” Political 8ilitary Systems . Comparative Perspective
McArdle Kelleher (Beverly Hills, SAGE Publicatians, 1mc

17 wie Hurley, Jungle Patrof. The Si £ i L

- [{ .
York. E P, Dutton and Co, 1938), . 50 10 iPpine Co

18 Charles ¢ Mc Dougald, The tarcas Eife ncisco. San |
Pubiishers), 1987. p, 159, Fife (San Francisco, San
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- independence i

fficers When 1n was granted in 1946, the Filipi '

0o with U.S. : , the Filipino m

B o w3 st iod s T P

£ _ s Al | continued as t ini

‘:J “it,:%of? reqular omceras;u"]nt ;gddtlsoﬂ. a military assistance agreement w:se atf'?e':tlzg

ool Py ph_nhppmest QU e in 1947 which provided opportunity to select
weer, | officers to study in American military academies and servige scheof)cls‘

| ‘ﬁfili?‘“ :
The Birth of the Armed Forces of the Philippines

Jippine Cqmmonwealth was established in 1935 in pr i

f:‘:ﬂm ant of independence ten years later. The Nation:)l e[;;:fr::‘l;:n lf\?:; tc':fa
gvd;s Juthorized the °’93"‘8“'°" of the Philippine Army which was formally esta-
1932 % hrough Executive rder No. 11 by President Quezon on January 11, 1936
()] philiPPi“e A"fo"?e came into its present form in 1947. Actually it had
‘ﬂ"md trom the Philippine Constabulary Air Group which was activated on January
@¥0%35, The Philipp e Navy was established in 1951, Similar to the Philippine
g.i‘ Force, po\yever, it stgrted as the Offshore Patrol which was organized as a unit
4\{ e PRPPING Army in 1939, On December 3, 1950, the Armed Forces of the
of ippines (AFP) was born through Executive Order No, 389 by President Elpidio
it is composed of four major service commands: the Philippine Army(PA),

guiring. =" "4 e
:g“em“;pp‘ne ‘Air Force (PAF), the Philippine Constabulary (PC), and the Philippine
Navy (PR):

The PC is 2 paramilitary organization which started as a national police and was

- plo under the Department of Interiar. [n the 1950s, however, the need to coordi-
- Tate efforts against the HUK rebellion led to the integration of the PC under the
o ament of National Defense, This arrangement made the PC eligible for military

art el
gg?‘,t;nce under 2 US-Philippine treaty agreement. 19

?:j#s

~ fne creation of the four branches of the AFP did not carry a distinction among

E;_?ﬁf,}"fégr military officers, Most of them graduated from the Philippine Military
| ;g&demv(PMN and some graduated from service academies in the U.S. After under-

“going the same training for four years, PMA graduates made their own choice of

serving under the different branches of service in the AFP. A bigger component of

the officers corps comes from the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC). Reserve

officers have more varied educational background compared with their regular
counterparts from the Philippine Military Academy.

Training

Aside from their training in the academy or in the ROTC, officers can undergo
~ advance training in order to acquire more skills, Some of them take advance mili-
~ tary courses but the most recent trend has been the acquisition of adaptive skills
- [e.g. managerial, engineering, law). After serving for at [east two years, some officers
, are allowed to take up graduate deagress, Studies could be dane either on full time
scholarship or by secking assignments where education is accessible. For advance

* ‘military training (prescriptive skills}, some go to the National Defense College, the
to some military schools in Great

~ Philippine Command and General Staff College or .

Britain, Australia and the U.S. Most of the senior officers today possess advance
~ degrees, which include PhDs for some colonels and generals. A graduate degree is
~ now considerad as additional qualification for promotian,

u:’l”mcl Poole and Max Vanzi, Revolution in the Philippines (Mew York: McGraw

il Book Company, 1984), p. 208,
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o;-gam'zarion

. .+ 1972, there were instance

tion of martial law 1" . : 5w ,

et dﬁv'?c'ﬁ éo ads worked | coordinated oﬁ bbb 'ohr“ Wity
::: Secor ing to the pranch af service W'tere they belonaey ttitn.
wizations began 10 emerge. were units COMposed of ma ity

Before th
from differen

remained disti ese

units hec i
Y in

bigger organizations Such

composite or . Th
more than oneé pranch of s}:mce. extended s
ili lice, The composiié ,
gt:;wespog:mmand which later becam, < Sc;;:l:tgrn ;Om.m""d. Mul;.
commands were designed 10 improve military €7° |'rjn-ﬂs dm dealing v
Muslim and communist insurgents. | en the Regloza n 'Ie‘ Com’,’“ﬂdg'-m
wrere born, These commar embraced o/ military and param itary units In g ¢
geographic area : 5 S il 2
i litar nization brous about duplications
innovations in the mil y“ QMet,opolitan Area Command (MET;?S“

s The organization © :
oted 1 functions of local police force
istrict Commands were soan o

c .

bulary. commands. Similariy. Metrapalitan District :

in some urban areas which also resulted N duplication of functions with ¢
LCs, components of some militapyy

vesoperating in different ; i

police forces. With the organization of the
j found t hemsel
: tions strengthened cop
f units in the field.

(e.g. divisions brigades, battalions) 10U 1
regional jurisdictions These orgamzatnonal ‘mnova
the top but it reduced the operational effectiveness ©
The Expansion of Military Role under Martial Law

Before 1972, the involvement of the military 1 civilian affairs was concen

mainly on civic actions [e.q. pest control, rain making, relief operations r
truction, 'reforestation, and policing alections). There were no milita
.S‘eekmg high government affices there \were No Cases of military mer
unexplained wealth,” and soldiers Were hardly seen at non-military social e
Military involvement in civilian affairs expanded after the declaration ol
the major implementar of i

Ia:lric\_f:hen Marcos designated the military as
policies, Consequently, military officers began filtering into various inst

ficlds which were tradili ivili
itionally civilian bureac ts' i

Th ) rals’ and private man
pri:ztcbfe?r:e n{lanagers’and directors of gover “meﬂt-ow?\ed corpgr :tgiers"
90vemme:l (;?t;ric?;a bbechsahmeT; previously awned by the enemies of OMnasl‘
Tusts : me their turfs, and 7 :
justice : o . and, some of the :
cases.nw"l”‘:e wﬁilz;a}:g: algz ms'elét?(ry tll’lbunals ifiat bag I::"t')segﬁiragr? 'f) e

: usad to relocate squatters, enforce corr ) O¥SRG

ce commodity |

and administer the justice system.2*

20 The METR

OCOM is a constab ' :
made up of thi e ulary unit that co .
e L e ahd NhtDiclon
METROCOM: at continued to operate after the creaﬁorr?‘::?'?h%?"-

flrbid p. 216
2 Rigoberta Tiglao,"Consoli
g o B Consolidation of the Di : -
T’ ictatorship.” Di 5 S
and Lorna mam.gf,f,’f féu:f::. e‘éi:g-'sp A':.:rora Javat;.‘:j'e lg::am?‘:g )
: Publishers' Printers 198.8 ronilo N,
: " )0 pv, 53. 2

23 James Cl
s Clad, "Mili s
tember 10, 1987, p. 15" ilitary Malcantents,” Far Eastern Eco :
: nomic Review, Sep-
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ring martial law, Marcos pa

(|
Aﬁ" g:f"t was allowed to exist only 3:052:5: the Philippine Congress. Th
N % 2 legitimizing device for (h.
g device for the

me gsome of its functions
169Ime- " tled and the bureaucraes, ---umed by mili
* yre disman ureaucracy an Yy military tribunals, wi
tv pecame the partner of Marcos in pues::?:g tr::eme'Coun n’""ﬂlm:,h ::::
: 90als of his New Soci
ety,

THE REFORM MOVEMENT IN THE AFP

form movement in the military eyol
etorm ° % : ved from the desi il
e o o i oHorco sy sanaic . B 197
e o ot 12 o o o
bl A SRR e political atmo -Marcos
ﬁg’%ﬁ;}‘:ﬁ;&:&tzﬁu{ng to many observers becausesc‘:fh :’r‘ee. i‘:s%s: rfa 'sfx.:
s Wircos Cona could provide definitive processess for succession
- Lonsequently, the power game set by Marcos's own men,

joning themseélves to succ i :
orting Shelr o Contenders'eed him had started to split the AFP into

;:c‘c')sthe:ders. Marcos favored General Fabian Ver, Although he was just
W becad t:re a general by \(irtue of his being a personal security man
 was made the chief of staff in 1981, This had alienated his two rivals.
etary Juan Ponce Enrile and General Fidel Ramos, '

f of staff, Gen, Ver reorganized the AFP into Regi ifi

et . orgar egional Unified Com-
Cs) in order to increase his direct control over the chain of command.
»_,e,‘m!y diminished the influence of Gen, Ramos over the PC of which he
. Marcos also neutralized Sec. Enrile by denying him the authority to

ral Fidel Ramos, a cousin of Marcos was made the Commanding General
;»_Constabulary-lntegrated National Police, the biggest component of
er relative, General Fabian Ver was made the chief of the Presiden-
ymmand and the National Intelligence Security Agency. Most top
2 assigned to officers from Marcos's own ethnic group, the liocanos.

rnandez, “The Military in Philippine Politics,” 1980 mimeographed

‘Department of Political Science, University of the Philippines, p.54.

ign service became the “'Siberia™ for non-cooperative generals. Among

re “‘banished” was General Rafael lleto who was knows to be the only
S biected 1o the declaration of martial law in 1972 while serving as the
f Staff, He was appointed ambassador to Iran while still in active duty,

o McCoy, ““RAM Boys Series,” serialized at the Philippine Daily In-
1 | |

90, p. 3. 25 |
'  Hand.” Far Eastern Economic Review, August

December 1990
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. Gen, Ver with partisans drawn . .
tions in the AFP were filled by fiedebaste i
frorﬁ”RkS#go S:'a‘g:asl:; 1lrom the University of thzstpir;::zz': ﬁor&?iﬁao‘?- et

atronage s 3em exercised by General Ver mpﬁllitary Academy. f'“'!{'".
Eitteredgthes;egular officers from the Philippine becang it i ".;

The ri between the Enrile and Ver camps be 4 eac| o
e rivalry betwee hreatened by the growing powers gf e g

i i ' lliston, T POV Gen (0

girded itself for a possible co e2hit men were out to eliminate e,y
istent rumor that the general s e s Eort

?th“ga:\hgmsi'n; an informal network of disgruntled PMA regulars who SUbseq;

; t lars in his staff b
29 Gyarting with PMA regulars | ledp ]
formed the core of the RAM ile qradually receuited office by
' ity.Co!. Gregorio'Honasan, Enrile g y | icers ang
Icc? 'ea{ ?cf)sf\?;‘n“:g'cazt-as{ r?is personal security at the ’;]'1'"'5'!;?“0; Nationa| p
Tgese were Lhe men who joined Sec, Enrile when he rebelled against Margo”ﬁ_
February 1586.

FIE

The Erosion of Professionalism in the Militaey

‘ & rile's bid for power wae s

The emergence of RAM as a plus faclor m Sec. Envi Was gty
symptom ofga bigger problem. More than a decadﬁ bef_‘fi’;:‘t'hteh;"éefgenw o{
RAM, a transformation had been taking place in the ""'h 7 ¥ i oria“”d_ the cgy,
ruption of its professional tradition. It was through Ehlf cg?q?ie enm"’"-'ﬂﬂ&,
in the military that set the stage for the emergence o3 the RAWL =

= in th 1989 coup ware young oftie.

Most of those who participated in the December 138 UG Ofing,

in their 30s and early £0s, They belonged ta a generation ofRMA Cadeis that b
experienced the martial lzw era and the erosian of the military lﬂdoctrih;t
against politica! involvemert, 390 :

After declaring martial law on Saptember 21, 1972, Marcos maugurated his “Ngy
Society”. He envisioned this society to be based on national discipline which the
military was tasked to enforca, In effect, the military was given the message that djs
cipline could only be achieved through force. The continued use of the miljtary 4
enforce a series of presidential decrees expanded the military's role in politics whig
made it a locus of power in Philippine society? L. 7

In order to prop up his carrupt regime, Marcos developed a cult far himself, B
hired ghost wiriters to write what he ¢laimed to be the ideology of the New Soe
He propounded the concept of “constitutional authoritarianism™ as the ba
authoritarian rule, He also popularized the idea of “revolution from the
to justify his declaration of martial law. A book written under his name én
Filipino Ideolozy is an adaptation of the leftist dependency theory, a thes
conveniently used to rationalize his act of decimating political parties and ir elimis
nating parliamentary democracy, All the ideas propounded by 'Marcbs-;]ixg:”
the use of force in the pursuance of an end. s b i

One ot the majot effectsof Marcos's attempt to deify himself is el
of the military yehich was said to be the cruelest curse of his vegime, 32 M u:la :

3Al{red McCoy, op, oit, P4,

30 1 . .. ; >
Rigoberto Tiglao, “How the Rot Set in ” F. A e
December 21, 1989, p. 12 ¢ TarEastarm Economic Review,

N :
31Rigoberto Tiglao, “The Copsolidation of the s p"' e 'b;:"";‘j-‘
42 Rigoberto Tiglao, “How the Aot Set " op, cit R ¥
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cause the breakdown of jng;
on of the military, but alsoc
deology among the Filiping
ademy included courses that ;

,dl;,cafhonwt:ugi;t ;:urSes on the New 'S ghost written books, For
rab of power, Minars |
088 e of the New Society, Xﬁ!:hcondu.ct'ed among soldiers to teach

es: that the military carries a ni :
thet?to the civilian sphere of activitiee 2 '0le in development by
of their basic rights in the p

R : e
party politics were a nuisance to deve?o;y::f?t"& that democratic insti-

v sion qf pfofessional,ism in the militar | :

/ rol{:“ affairs. The deterioration of militar{c :?scgo"crt's
o “into gambling oyerlords, protectors of Ofganizgg e transformed many of-
S “and drug traffuckgrs,u Some militar Crimes, gun runners, car-

became partisan, Generally i
n.ao it also became the prots - became M

orientation of the military away from its i iti

at high ranking military officers continued to act 35 oitneres o
criminal operations under the Aquino administration.39 The difficulty
g organized crimes in the Philippines was due to the involvement of
id policemen in criminal activities such as bank robbery, carnapping and
g for ransom.40 Some military men had to resort to illegal activities in
o support their luxurious lifestyle which they had developed under Marcos.

0s was the first reelected Philippine president, But the constitution allows
ga_glgctlon and Marcos’s second term was supposed to end in 1973, less
ir after he declared martial law that allowed him to rule until 1986.

berto Tiglao, *The Consolidation of Dictatorship,” op. cit. p. 53.
d Poole and Max Vanzi, op. cit. p. 208,

nda Aquino, Politics of Plunder, The Philippines Under Marcos (Quezon
at Books Trading, 1987), p. 39,

p.-':218.-
den Bello, Creating the Third Force: US Sponsored Low Intensity Conflict

ppines (San Francisco: Institute of Food and Development Policy, 1987),

ils to Her Left, Perils to Her Right,” The Economist, March 8, 1986. p. 34.
ooks in Uniforms,”” The Economist, January 14, 1989, p. 34.
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CUSTODIANS OF ORDER

neral Jose Zumol.. a Marcos | o
he December 19.89“‘3;';' ﬁzuino was seen with the rebg| lr”a
. Dunngt € aﬂempt _am ia C.C between the RAM al:ld Marcog loy"

LP - dictory to the RAM's declareq o

ear : ot suprising, however, becauss |,
on the suﬁagi:;'t:t%pﬁhip. Tl:neu:n\"::,goring a hidden agenda behing ¢ :

ers had D€ ze power for the military 42 Gal f
ning, RAM memberit intention was fo sel y.42 o

e f ] ion of Corazon C. Aquino {0 the
s BT s ot e et e
their thirst for POWS L0 staged against the, PIBSTR ration

oup attempts which t e,:ent of change reveals the r long term comr
= ‘gtat asan lnsib“; their own hands. 43 Thar:; deslsrz?ot:tglz.n
structure state powets custodians of order in the N a.’fg.fﬂc | ‘;”m
by their experience ; ower. Their experience ma e it difficult 9"’9
3 1aste of wealth anc p rofessional life. As custodians of o

H i ]8 - " B I M3 -r.’j
the barracks and h:ec?)e?c‘?opn tcr)) “discipline” civiliang, 10 muzzla the

L AR have learned ton that with
Boys learned : ons. They ha 0 that with
erascvlate democtatc o1 the cilians whom they are supg
fo?:; ;ggngz of effective institutions to check the military, ti i
n

taction to civilians against the violations of the law by its suPpo

THE

i etrated atrocities against the cnphans while imp !
anng;‘gr!:sgi‘epP‘)"des‘ RAM members are afraid to relinquis
their patron, they realized the need to retain power at all costs,
astone for their excesses.45 The cry for justice from thousan_q
encouraged to voice their grievances after the fall of Marcos
far most RAM members with bloodied hands. :

Deformed Reformers

RAM members helped to enfarce martial law through surve
torture of the civilian population. 4¢ They were inves_ted'g
powers which they used against civitians with impunity, The mos
among RAM leaders was their role as torturer-interrogators of th

* John Macbeth, “Gunning for Cory, " Far Esstern Econamic fe
14,1989, p, 13. _ kit

”Walden Bello, Walden, op, cit.'p. 78.

435 BT
. Richard Falk, “Militarization and Human Rights in the ;
Political Economy of Development and Underdevelopment. cof. ¢
(New York_Random House Division, 1988}  p, m‘ff.omr, ed. C

44

Edward Lutwalk, (Coup g’ Fiat . A Pravtinal flommiaieiy

chusetts Harvard University Press, 197'gf :’ ilgtmal Hmdbaak:k,_

L Pt '

Philip Bronstein 'q,,m, : s A > (0
‘ - g in the Philippines,” Dissent. Fa

:‘Alfud McCoy, op. ¢it, p.2. "
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inent actors in “'saf "
were Pg;:g: ea;rtured, abusede:,?dussz;‘::‘hr:: Suspected
) .ﬂd m{oﬂm 8 cre, rape, i:nd_folr Protecting crime
rofn AM leaders are typical of most of fheq,

| enemies of the reqj
killed, They were lmplicat?d"i:

Syndicates, The records of
self-styled reformers, s

i 1988, some RAM leaders were impli :

. F”é'{:g, a prominent leftist tyae Unlorr?pll:ad?rd nalhe tonur&murdgf of

ol ¢ |nvestigation as part of the myrqe, OF Conspiracy to ;n:d By the National
&l; + Rex Ro‘l)‘les,Tf‘:pl. Gregorio Hor!asan. Lt. Col, gscar L':;:;imat:g el:twg ol'

& 'Kap"na::j Imr.:e:lgie?m :the the dime that RAM ¢ : cused

part e or murder, ¥ aiter the deposition o

of 191 2 human rights group accused Col, Gregorig Jﬁ:lﬁﬁi?&?:&f”“

m::s'the RAM of cutting the ears of prisoner ' 2

S . g2

les is a ar e i i

~ .oy Capt. Rex Rob  PSY-war expert, Asan aide to Sec, Enrile, he

y m{,‘b‘xk propaganda against Ninoy Aquino who was then running forc?P::
gOGEL rubber-stamp legislature from his cell in 1978.30 H

i € manufactured charges
Agquino which among others, blamed him for the death of a union organizer
‘;Mend' owned by the family of his wife,

'Gﬂ Aguinaldo was aiso fingered by the Task Force Detainees as a persistent

Wﬁtjorturer who inflicted Permanent injuries to his victims.s 1 His trade-
“allegedly included buming the genital of male suspects and terr

. His notoriety was so well known that the mere mention of his name was

to make civilians shudder in fear, He was also implicated in the killing of

al Oscar Florendo, the chief spokesman of the AFP and head of the mili-

relations branch who was sent to arrest him for supporting the December

'|t. Col. Hernani Figueroa. is one of the most dreaded interrogators in the mili-
B oo b capable of doing anything for the riaht price 52 One of
B cits was the interragation and torture of Father Kangleon, a priest who

forced to accept all fabricated accusations against him and his °°"°°9“§‘5~_“'h°
were suspected as communists, Father Kangleon died later but he left a 25-page
it of his_ incarceration that described the. brufal standard. procedure 1 a

miltary interrogation, 2

\

¢ -‘“483‘,““ Clad, A Mjlitary Murder,” Far Esstern Economic Review, March 10,

i ‘%.’p{lz!z‘.‘ ';'t' ’
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ist was featured | .

RAM strategis : N affiday:

ol. Vic Bata% 1?1 ¢ International Commission of Jyrisy ?:sts of
: n 3 1eP t bwrw’ers of a woman Who was arresteq , 19

tainees: T of the 10700 acted to electric shock, water

¢
d threats to relatives, e SI

a i .
15 days, the vi'cst':;stol whipping, 3"
gnitics, : ,
ristic of RAM leaders is their acquisigi,

om to be in intelligence work and sngciy e,

whg: qualiﬁedt:hm’:omd handling counter-Ins;{rgency jobs wh; h nm;;‘:t
these asSI9"C T torturing OF summary “bec fu Ioa’?_f Suspects,
the e,(pe;.uernceho enjoyed mutilatingvictims beforekillingthem ¢ re of 4
came sadists W \ members took place at a '.ﬂme when there @ ally t

t RA and while they were invested with ¢p, rnie"‘

‘jzation of . !
is envisioned national devel i
' Opment ,

haracte

of mo
ir excesses
s to their 8xt=:
g?ech:arcos in carrying out h

iety.
St CONCLUSION

interventions since 1986 were new pheno :

£ rtiet
The six military ght about by changes that had greatly, tg‘ﬁs'}‘:,'

s These were brou _
"2',233 'ct};ture of the military. The transformation undertook thres st

: : - +ions through military education The yvoung officers 5 sty
:;::;t 'a't‘ﬂ{e“mamtem"m"i“ RAM belongedto ageneration of PMA\::;JS‘W
educated under the authoritarian part of the Marcos regime. Their stay in‘:ho
coincided with a periad of great ferment in Phlllpplne‘ society. Sociaf o l;g_ Y
cularly the studentry, the church, and the labor unions were politia ar:? b,
extreme deprivations brought about by tP]e_ corrupt Marcos adminlstm- : W |
cadets were not insulated from student activism in the late ‘60s and eay| '9“'“. J
class of 1971 of Col. Gregorio Honasan was in the PMA when 11+ Vict’y '70&
one of their instructors raided the academy’s armory and carted away aor‘c“.-_' I
camp of the New Peoples’ Army, the military arm of the Commugiist p;:?s o the
Philippines. Lt. Corpus served as a trainer of communist insurgents for may' D[.?. :
This breach of military discipline showed an ongoing process of ‘rebr e
among career officers from the PMA. The later batches who joined ths BMA j,

1872 onward saw their curriculum impregnated with itari AR,
martial lay, b authoritarian dﬂdﬂ’.‘%

The second stage in the transformation of a professional military oraanisstic
i s experience as enforcer of martial law, The grant oﬂigangozzq;‘ k
Th?:,ﬁ f' a@inst Marcos gave RAM members a taste of power and wealt
50meoffe‘ opment of personal stakes on the continuation of the Marcos rule mad

1cers calloused oppressors of the civilians they had sworn to protect.

The final and triggeri . .
his long seryi N stage was their relationship with Defense Sec. Enrile, I
9 service as defence secretary, Enrile acquired influence which he adeptly ussd

Ibid, p, 8,
£5

?am“na Hernande, 1 _ 1.
Reiahuns.,-'Maﬂila Bu”:lzi'n J::U‘:?‘;d; ijgl"adaema;ding Coups and CM"@“‘M" 1
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mrah ‘. X
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- tronage in the miljy
sing 2 th it ary. When M
jlitary, the privilegeqd 3rcos siyj .

p,d"m M. his was aggravateg b ?:;“‘ of the ofﬁ’(‘;'r?p;:d Enrile of his powers
W . him the opportunity tq fav:sf-ensmn of Gen Ve°ya| 1o him was 150
eh # onage system, RAM offi F Teserve officers i, -\ 25 the Chief of

Wi Datroncss. Vi Otficers ploty cers in giyi . of Staff
W ihe Pl‘gmila into the Presidency in whi ed a Coup of prag "9 3sSignments, Dya
{0 Blut the plan was overtaken by 'tchh }iag\sﬂlas 0 p
otd ice but to allow the transf e 6 snap r s o
A nO cho er of power to Covago:?xi’:: in which RAM

On Ttansfonmtlon of ¢

; orate culture of the Philinn: :
& qhecorP SMlippine milita :

e A Toag) i mimstration (1901153 ™Mo withinfour periogs,
"':S“:ndaw"’.hip (1972‘.1986). The l;:fsg'?ﬁr::epuwc ('1916- e commonwealth

e S

ulture‘

acks and Prevented fro

e in O T onal military int fent i
, dictatorship. Under this period. t . ry Into a subservient instrument
! sed to corrupt its upbringing, » the military was politicized and its education

g . t Democratice institut i
: ! tic. 1oNs ware
ve restraints against the Marcos regime, Discipline was replace: t:)l;t ;rra;ee: :?';':

motivation for service. Materi
os's decrees replaced Iegislationegsl rewards supplanted duty and obligation.

oS ; Congress and the milit inter-
. ?..‘32‘2',?3“‘93.“ most of the functions of the w:a"ak'eﬁ?é.séfrttmfﬁ;i:
I Yorasts b ton and experience, a neutral military culture became partisan
3 jts Interests became symbiotic with the Marcos dictatorship.

e :
~ From a corrupted military, the RAM emerged | i
v "“»"e nurtured by its special treatment and gf,e'cia‘, gfs?ggg:"‘?feg rg:n O;Mfsnei;t;-

_m_.g»as.the unbridled manager of violence under Marcos, tha RAM became arro-
gant and self-confident of its capacity to suppress civilians. Aware of manipulations
in its corporate culture the RAM members kept silent because they were said to have
profited from the patronage of Marcos that allegedly flowed through Sec. Enrile.
hen their interests were threatened by the rise of Ver, however, they fought Mar-
o5 accusing him of doing the things whcih they actually were supposedly enjoying.
hen the RAM Boys began to Intervene in palitics, the act became habltual as they
continued to plot one coup after another.

The cry for reform and the act of intervention are contradictory. They reflect

_confusion arising from an adulterated military corporate culture. The legitimate
ﬁdm’ emand for reform became a cover of the illegitimata act of intervention.

" The absence of parliamentary institutions that could restrain the military led it
1o commit excesses. The same factor however left it unprotected from the caprices
“of Marcos and Ver, Under this circumstance, the military had two options: to aceept

urther corruption of its culture and remain the dreaded instrument of the dictator-
ship or to fight back to regain professionalism. The RAM Boys tock the second
aption, Unfortunately, a corrupted military will not fight just to restore its pro-
Stk onalism.. 1t fights to take power for itself. It cannot yield its power to other

Vel. VIl No,2 " December 1990
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d tried to decimate 4y
_ to dlSthSt an Ul’lr'zg the .
jal forces which | ocratization rocess underr;!:(eednbbyd thle Aquing g, Peri
so'Ual hip. The dem hich Mal’(}OS SupP led t ¥ EC aring m l’tia]l nmhn
d.ctatfofrse i the same PT what it Wasfcahl lt_a ]Obllterate for yg, .
n“:fzimﬁt for inent role 3% enforfo_e'sitod :raed?t(i)o':aﬁ 0If hiorcos, it Is i A"‘*
:‘aving play P bg's to revert into the limite ole of the mmm:?‘qﬂt
m i .
forthe RAY 2 inspired transformation of the corporate . '
arcos-mpac,t on the aut_onomsrft.i F:l’(;{e;sl.onalism. Whesioof the
ilitary u profession only a fraction p;n ‘i-. apme |?f_all the coy mﬂ. ang
pride of the mlhta|rr¥tergenerati0nal cleayages am engtled w?é 0 icers ang ,°!hp(,
led by the RAM. #icers and reserve officers prev o er military Mhicipgq: "
between career Ot - ction is already seen as support to a military IMO:M‘M’%
mere in8CHOT | g officers is not too crucial in the defeat of 5 100

the RAM is its apparent inability 1o gather “OUP. A
more difficult problem or olitical parties, labor unions, religious grtt:p:)"%
o

from litical f‘;::;st é:'g'r o‘;res of a coup thus giving ample time for the 4,1 Pol;,

tical foirlgtgasr;agn?ts 15 take sides. The subsequent balance of forces may ty., unfa;:d
:iele tnc: those undertaking 2 coup.58 .
- t the success of ili

factors which fend to prevent i 2 military ;

Therqnafte h:t;‘;{"ppme& Disunity among officers is exacerbated by the gg:’-
yention 'fr aternities in the military.59 Coup plotters_ q‘tust also contend with ?Q
of ”'a.lri?: political atmosphere under the pretng sCministation. Presgsg A““""‘e
P‘e:‘alll pgpular and democratic institutitions are being restored to their former vit :
¥ he availability of afternative means In redressing grievances diminishes g
'pg{ency of a coup as a means of introducing political changes J

56
Carolina Hernandez, 1bid.
57

Edward Lutwak, 02. cit. p. 36.

58
Ibid. pp, 58-59.

59

Aurora Javate-de Dios, : . 4 N e
fution : e tervention and Militarism, ** Dictatorship and Reve:
aﬁorﬁf f& Of-r- es Power, eds, Aurora Javate-de Dios, Petronilo Bn. Daroy,
aw-Tirol (Quezon City Publishers, Printers, 1988), . 305.
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Back to Bﬂl’racks

t is now difficult for mq
ThO'Y have accumulated so m;t iy

The Aquino government has |; .
2s limited options in returning professionalism within

military. Mere reindoctrinat; i
!‘hgullied culture. They shoyld 'on will not be sufficient for an organization with

L help in recasting thej also be provid ; .

i help i recasting thel perceptions about i e Sre oo should
5 Marcos should be t:on(:if;f,emve administration, The degr:ouatiution pro-
~ jife under the rule of law, In sho ued and the military should be reintroduced to
:,‘, military, reeducation coupledn' In order to regain the professional culture of
th® (els are necessary. These factors ?Vlltlr 2 provision of honest and disciplined role
Foward professionalism so that they will s, - crolution of the military culiors

they have acquired under the Marcos r:;i;',.lngive up the praetorian orientation which

ch for ts:ﬂ" to return to a disciplined barracks life.
Own to protect against democratization.
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