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Fart 1
Tuteodnetion

Uhis wark documents fhe traditional evidences for the Ancesmal Domain Claim of the
Bla-ans of Danlag, Tampakan, South Cotalbato, and is dore in accordance with the Depart-
meent of Energy and Natural Bespurces [DENER) DAO 2 gnidelines. As parl ol ils cormrmil-
ent 1o agsist the indigenous cormmuunttes locatsd within ils mining exloration atea. West-
ern Mining Corparation (WO {Philippines), lnc. has given the prajeet irs fizll matesal
and muril supporl,

Druring the feld werk period, Apail 2 - 12, 1996, a toal of 28 respondents (26 Rlz-an
and two Bisays fom Danleg and Pula Bato mainly) wers interviewed For this research,

This report sball, in essence, reflec] the peidelines see by DENR-DAQ 2. The actoal
flow of the slory wall rewalve around the lssue I:I-T-.Il?:glfil'l'lﬁ.l."::,l' of the Bla-an traditionad ¢laim
aver the Denlag Ancestral Dumain. O the historical asscciation ot the Bla-ans (v Davlag,

Panlag at Present

Danlap iz one of 12 barangiys in the munizipality of Tampakan, South Cotabato, Bx-
cept for some snall perlions of lapd, i terrain is generally mountainous. [ts Bla-an pepo
Iatios is concentruted tn Purak Kawavasn, 12 househelds, and in Silio Talfuk, anotber |8
Lotisehiolds tor o total of 36 licuscholds. In Bla-an custom thess (wo constitule the Seng

R {Bip Selllerneant] of Danlag, divided ioto the two smaller hamwns of Tovok Eiwayan
anp Talfigk.

Nanlag Tribul Leadership

Rla-an tribal affzirs are presently handled by the Danlug Blu-an Tribel Council, formed
i Seprernber 15935, This is headed by Draling Guison, o 26 year-old woman and daugheer of
Digtn Mangpe, (he first Bong Fuloog {Rig l.eader} of Danlag,. Her deputy is another Jady
paved Mena Guisan, the Secretury is Crigting Tokaydo, and the Treasurer iz Mely Dataw.,
The fitth worman in the Councal 15 Sneoky Lako, one of s1x Council Members, This is the
first titme in the histomy of the Bla-ag péople that their mbal offaics are adminsteced by
wamen lewders,

Purok Fawavan iz g cluster of homes located along the road north of Pula Bato, 5o
Talfik 15 spether cluster of homes nestled on the ridae of 4 mountain, teenty minutes Toom
Danlag wwards the southeast of Purok Kawayan, averlooking o neiphboring vidge to 118
partheast where the orzinal Dandag Bla-an eomeminily uged to be.
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Mari 2
Wha Are the Bla-an Peaple?
The Stary of Their Origin

Uhe 13l2-ans of Tanlag iden: & themszlves with the wos ol e Rlu-ing who kave radi-
Uemally pezupied lands now located within snazapaliues in the five provinges of South
Catubato, Sulan Kodut, Megnishnao, Corabaty and Davas del S [See At e A
Blu-an Population by Moher Tongoe | 1550 (s, |

The Mame Rla-an

oo, Thos i kow all Bla-ans call themyelees. [0ina two-syllalas name, vl accent
02 e seeond sylnble Mot the thres syllatae Blaan as oibes peaple o the PRilippioes refer
to tkem, Mot Rilen or Bianes as the Spaviands called hem Wow Bulu-an, o Bulaean, or
Buluanes o Bil-an as Amencan Socurments have congiztontly aol sroneowsly recorded —

a slip which as been cazelessly echoed ond re-echoed by reodera dav sviters, boch iliping

anrd farzizn

Accoriling 1o the Bla-an meapomdentz m Daclag, 0 was Almabel, thew creaton, whe
gurve then Qul macme, They ane deeply awars L Aleabet also crealed the other el
eradps around e wkich wee alae givenilaie respeatve names, Thesz we, 1o thels words,
the Takal (' bolz), the Kingan (Kalugand, the Teduray , ke Ube (Maonba), tae Mandaya,
e Alwsn [ Wogwimdanas Suslm), Manidaya, and Matigsalag, Howevor, they wre diftz
en* from the Bla-ans and therr languages ace one rmutnally intelligihla f

Arrony themselyes, the Blz-zns tdenlily cach other byt place of resalerse. Gen
’,;;mphl:a!ll_'.:': thiey fuve dizlineriong lize ¥o Laged tor thoge inho2iiing the highlaol regiong,
and o Kadew Tor those occupying the plams. Those from Davoo were also kiown as To

Dibeve o Bla-cn Dobaw
Al who m Almahel¥

Wh s Almabet? 4 Yersion of Crewlion

Alrmibe! was a v, securdiog o Lawon Tekayda, 68, Torrer Jong Malows (imhal
ezl n® |J£I1ii1.-'. and nowe a ek ol Lha r:'ﬂlllEﬁ Trinal ':...l.".l:l.l'.:ll._, and thz atkze e
sponidents with i Almabet cozated o ght peopla, firse the Blz-an, ther the athers, naely,
afsahy 7500y, Ube (Manoba), Adnawen (Mogniadacan Mushm], Teduray, Klagzn,
Miatizaling wnd Mandoys And be called them By ihese names. Thew wonld Taer be fhe

e 1
g T
sivncstars ulethnoe groaps of the 2ame names,

Frecan fulizlzd that he hod done a gond joboal creation, Alsabe gseendad ol the
bt beawen, e l=0t belend Lands For the people he cosabed: Theee was Ll Deeve wi Uae

¥ e s I... i T h""]'l a ] . el

He alil thers, T 2o up o heaven, wchile 1 leave you hers ommearthn” Thien he s meter
s e T . . v

e Ibi-ans e e uthers e plant seogog (Bl ged (yam), wha (sugar cane], belagehoy

[ofanaya), pefon Criced, il mrs feoin)
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Lands were assigned 1 them. foled Npded (oow Fooromedal) was piver Lo e Bla-an,
Almzhel ascended from Methe! (now Murbel). Fraom here they [BEla-ans) wenl o Solos
Hia-e inaw Columbic), to Bulan which they pertly shaz with the Alngwen (Maguindanac
E'-r{.;s,--:.-.'l, Lo other parts of the preszot South Cotgbate, and to Datal Pilek i Matanzo m the
|_‘:rl::-i|:_‘_lf.|_-.|.'|‘.-'i-:l.' get Sur. Toe Tabali wenl to Lake Geby, The rest wenl [0 their respeclive
sluces, They bave no detals oo how the others sproad aut”

Bt pow did Alrabet create the peaple? Three of hems ereated man. Almebet; Tiu We
apd a2 W Sa We creatod mazn wa mannes tha: nany perls welc rsl 10 thetr narma) state
The nose, for instance, was wverted. The s wial ergans wers af the knces, the male penirals

an the relit knee, and the female on fhe left. Tt was Almabet who set things ngat.’
Chfier Versions of Creation

Sumangay Dendayong, mether of Dalins Cuisan, ard Faligy Mavo, wile af Lawon,
hiswe their mam versions of the sty ™

They cleim Lo have heard this [oom their Tathees Aceording fo them, first there wer:
g ¥ ard Sz We, Almabes was toe brothes-in-law ol e two, Almabetl’s iz was Eai Fan
e And fhew had 2 dasphter named La Sepiom =

Ihere was this conlest between Almabes and 2is brether-in- faw whose sisler was
Alpanel's wife, Almabet wld Akul faal whuever hits the cenler of the bisgal yda (hair
strand of 3 pia’s mane slanding arect) pess up 1o heaven. Akul took the Qs tien. 2

Adul allepedly l2aned cn a i, & kel el Tanana, the leaves of which were red and
the truil purpls, and slunted Bis footon g zewly planted cozonuc tree. It tonk him so leng to
take has g rhat *he cocpnut hore frul by (he (e he released his arrore He merely graced
e strend. Adrabes hat bis weget right et the center 5o, Akul retized 1o the forest of Bulol
Tamarn, while Almabet ascemlzd o heaven, ™

Fiu % and Sa We conteibuted to the creaton of the human race. Sa We saud thal they
shyeaniel Trake e with @ skin as hard as srone so thal in lme of war ne ooe would get hart,
Fiu We zatd (at Te preterred the natural skin that we have now. ™

b W waned an inverk=d nose, the male genitals onthe insids of the i pheknee and the
fommale on the inside of the Lell Py We preferred a normal nese, hecause ne said that when
worained, we cannnt pat a cover oo the nnss 0 Keap the water away the aay we insert
banmuna lesvas ne the orifice of the kabung, the bambao water containet, to kn:-:rpn o walcr
intt

[y saad thar Flu We foak a plece of elay melded a Tiwwan on and pul pactes exacily
where they might o be. And itwas 1n this manner that the good Bla-an was mede.'”

Ha We Tor Tis pam wanted to create disorder and chaos. The stone-like skin was meanl
w0 protect lus cieacion when they must war agamst coch other™

Fahiay and Sumangay also provided addidonal deeails about L Sapum. La Sagum
went kome o the forest of Tan Fed at Mardbed Bolel, She epotedly had zn arcraft wilich
landed ai Tan Fed, But noane can see the ceall, only those who have knowledpe of the
spirits. ‘The name Modfed deseribes the appearunce of the rees which seem to have heen
slashed by u fasi-flying aiveraft, It was because of her the: many places in Danlag and
nearby weere soonamed. Pula Bato tiver, o Fyle Seio o Bla-an, acquired the name booauss

It
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La Sagum allzgedly wizhed ber fanainge Sl rred sk at the rover and e water faoed
red, Jeavime the ieddish eolon on the stopes. Ske also washed fer srigaay footioy {wlile
lur gz et Bakaye Faver and g was how Ba Pubiry ot its pogre. ¥

Appllier ¥Yersion

Lawon “Takayde ulso pave a sliphtly different vession of the creaton stary fom {he
fiex! one he rarted | He said the creaior of tha Tile-ar o= e Dreala. Adter b2 2id 50, e R
rhat L bad felflled s mission and Le Jebt e Tlieams an el 2

Thos was hig parratiog:

Listzn carefinlily Lhis s what my Taiber dodd mz This s oot minz, To e
crzation of zarth in the e of ks fest Tilu-am, the firsr 1o be mads was the
heavens, Den Do water, ther Dulal At Apa) wes put ap, followed hy
Artirtuzg iMe Mailurs), ther Male Bato (2% o i Parke: or ¥ urehar],
alaz Anurok ang Tadul Lumet <o hat the peazle wall nave a place ‘o stay m.
Atter fe bud crezred Gie Ble-ens 1 sind that he wes poirg back 1o begven 7
shall loivve you e Rl-ans here oy enrl.

Belore b ledi, he designated o plaze e the Tabals aather place for the Alnawer:
stwiker fe (ke Tareva { Teduray), and sl avother for the Blagzn, uad soonn, [Ie also os
aside 2 place for the Bla ay

L dwcover she place desigmuted for the Rlaans, the Dwats soi] watal far the Tagney
ol rivers: Geel Buzze Boel Fule Batp, Be an the lock ool [or Amtitugy becanize har will be
tore first bulo! with s s, Diwata vl pus s hogaw 1o ueeupy 18 map Aod with him will alss
be Daty Ulo F-cl who shall be 1 charpa nfrhe fvers

The place desizmated far tha Tahaii is e west side of Lok Sebu; the Adnwwrers were
U along the cousls: the Kiagans in Divvag wod e Maungon. The Ubo, teo, were rogde &
anlkabit Davaw. The Bia-ans were paces 11 Melzel i betwaen these places, Davan prd the
Taluli, *Ohaerve By Dol warck Fule B bacauze vou will never know wilen, Liwala
Wi coie back dowr to carth, ™

Sl Annther Yersion

Wiricg the contast betwesn Almebet and Akul, they both stoad st Bulol Afs, Aol was
the firsl to<lawt hig aurow 1t ook him so long 4o take kis shor thar vines had artually crep
al aver 218 bow auy wovw, The itz enennat uper whizh he ested 3 foon bug alrzady
e fruit by the tme he seleased his ao o Bor e oy 2raeed s lareet Alrnabet, b
ECL I e bl eye ®

fiz, Akul told Almgrbet, iz brother-in-lzw, 1o 2o on home ta heaven, Tle himse 1 hed to
P il s ity 20 Bulu) Lomot

For has par, almabet advised Akul to feke sverythiaz wila bim, kis dog, his ge, bis
sgwelnies, Ris sang (wouden martar; lesong in Bisaya and Tazalog) fic PUUnZINE fice, cv.
=vihing 10 fus hovewe in Bulal Tt

Almabet accompanicd Akl 1o Rulnl Lumel. What Akl did not knuw was that there
Wits 4 howse bersath the oI0l wioch was invisiele to bin Almaber said o Akl that he

)
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Ul Shndaras Forn

wontd heow hiis chicken Gown e chit and i would aliht rn lig howse. Akul realieed j)
Vil clucken crowed fromne mebow O ther way dowil the side of the clil,
youd Lost hus e and fe el 1o where fin lose was Lomrary 1o his frars, he was perfectly
agfo h-_-||||-.||'|-| whul's wile, was aheady there Seeinp that Akul was settied in his home,
; aded e Ticaven from § Trung, ke wolerfalls, at FBulal Asam
Wi at Fikungz as he proceeded e the

was ree wher

g Imutbet bade geodbve e asce
o ahe Prda Batn sade fmahet lefl Tis wale Bat Fam
sy e inih hesaven

[Tie versions of creation may difter 1y same detaris, depending on the respundent.

t riay have several versions.

o s in the gase of Lawoen Tokaydo, one responden
sere wre other veraons

o} 1 B [ T
Bt thee 1= nothune wistal m felklone snywhere o (e wunld. 1
S mercans, i fter the Bla-an, that is.

where the Tt aleo creaned Hasivisins ans
Jd amonyg e

What is tmpertant 15 et the story of creation 1s very winch glive and tha
falklore carpers and the staries themselves possess 3 cellain depres of consisteney. Thas 15

cssenhial m a peeple’s sense ol wenty and callecive cunscivousNess.

Barr 3
The Bla-an Beng Baowu nf Davlag

[his secnion will cover firee very mmporant sets ol Jita. Ome 15 about the stwy of
accupancy of the [Ha-ans of Danlag. Tae ether will foius on the customary law for Lheir
alonr over the domin called the foeer And v thitd uo the extecnal boundaries of the

Hanwet

The Bla-ans of Dunlag

U'he Bla-an werd dasday descnibes the act of gearching for an ares for a clearing. The
present Danlap was where the Rla-ans of Pulz Bato often Tunked for a place for a clearing.

Dranlag wsed e i gk, 3 comimual hunkng ground for the Dla-ans of Pula Rato
which emlicr also included Lanlag i+ politieal jurisdiction. But even after [Danlap be-
e @ o, wpen dor seitleament, the pumlok continued w be o shared resource area [ur
the Tanlag Fula Bato Lla-ans Tr ot he siressed at this point that such sharing is re-
crrored to said commumitics. The Bong Mal Bla-uns, for example, did not enjoy the same
lepe. They had thetr own Irespassine was alvways cause for violemt encounters, But.

i
L

[Ty
foue wornes tirme until the recent past, the present Danlag banwe did sot exist hewe,

Ll Became o Banwu with the entry of Datu Adunepe into the picture. Ile was the
e Dt ol Danleg Bong Banwy, and il was [.awon Tokaydo whe look aver [em
L i e Blaean defimition includes people, land, rivers and erccks, aid hunting
cpeaned aned other peographic and human features.™

| o leaders opened the present Daslog for settlement, Datu Mangge of Lam-alis {whu
o alees trace his origin do Datal Filak in Mulan-aw, Davan del Sury and Datn Salibet of
Pula Balo They are the ackiowledped neviandak {pieneer setilers) there, 5o are flieir de-
eendanrs down o the eighth or the presenl generation. Daw Mangge is credited with bay-
jp opened the ald Danlag at the fop of the monntain, shghly belew northewst of Talluk and

18
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east of the present Parok Kawayan, Data Sulizer, the eldest brother of Maluyon lambun
who later Became poputur as Tokavdo [(the Geher of Toawon lzkayded clearsd Talluk, He s
e fatleer of Daimibaws Dulew whe 15 preseiilly the Fuloog of Talfuk.*

I searsd of @ vew pluce to enllivare, it was Dam bangge who mitiztzd the Bla-zn
pecipancy ol old Dandag, Theze were vo ac ugants here then Laler, be wos followsd by his
relatives -

Mangue lumselt was {he son of Sumling of Lamalis Bong Ranwy, oow parl of te
iz ipality of Columbio o the proviove of Sultay Kudarar, Befnee Tranlag wieo he was
sall single, Mangee had Iived in Pala Rato. S0 4id Lawon and the rear of the Tokaydo
saflzinck (elan, 1t was in Tula Bare that Mangee and the old lokavdo had a dpaadi (peace
pazr) wirh Cesar Ureta vnieh Juber. The ol Tokavdo disd oo July 5, 100

Mangge bad three wives, Two of whom, Mane and MWalivon, wers both dengiters of
Sulizer. The slory poes thar Salibes did owe Wangge plenty it theis Fufdy and was unosle
e pav. Rasfala wie the svarem ef socic-zommencial lransaz-ion whoiehy o persen may
koo snmic ferlvat (movablic properbes like hoczes, camabio, gangs, bladed weapons,
Jewzlries] from coother, with a promige Lo pay within a specified lime, Some kalvak items
weere loancs wilk anderest. The young Manggze also happened t: he altricied fo Mane, Dam
maltbet's szennd eldest daughter Az ir care o puss, Maoe’s martaze to Mlangere was, as it
were, part af a debl settlement. Conzconently, Manzwe zaid less for the sugred (ride
prics; hecanse of thus.™

e tlind wile 13 Sumzngay Lardayong, from Bulel Gulanwag,  Balol Gulemwa o=
part of the preseal Denlog. When Dzt Salibet was old ard dwing, be numed Margge as his
heir 1o Thandag,. ™

The present Lnibul Chisfain of tie Danlag Total Council is Talin Guisar, 26, Trilins
was the third of Mangee's four children with Sunangay, Kidley, e fourlk ard woonprest,
WAS ALY 0T seven montis i Semaagay's womb when Margee dicd, From Dalina’s caleul-
finn, Mlangpe died sometime inthe carly 2970s, probably 1973, Lawos, 68 cloims fhut oF
Vanmee were alive today, they sould he of the same ape. Bt why dees she carcy the
sunmarre Giuzan? When Sumangey eroanied, she did =0 m Gzngiig Gusan. Daling adopted
his naive, 3 common practce wmong U Dla-ans*

Mangee died in Daral Firak Bong Baowa (s Malao-aw, Davao del Sul’s The stary
wah thial he Zid the side (oo Eoglish cquivalent). Thes meaol vng with a relalive whn ws
nchebied on Ty und! such tome thal Le wes propecly paid, an meentions thel was annonced.
Tius was anaceepted Bla-an pracces as a means tooeeover o0e's kelyak shich his zlutive
owes e What was Mapepe demanding ws payment”? Ten horses and son gongs, It was
Lere, w Datal Fuak, Gt dllness overook hum, He vemited blood and died. The Bla-an:
aetigved that thes wus made possible Quoigh witchoraft He is a relanive of Dot Domalas
Lagiboof Tl Fitak. Tavwon smd they ougeht aiso be relatives, Mapgae was buried neor the
buse swhers he dird, A1 e tone of his ceath he was he Bong Fulong, of Danleg. It was
—awon Tokaydo whe ook over from lua

sumiargay did ror remmn nght wway o old Daofag, Fisy, eke and @ goed mumber of
relatives stayed at Lap Mange near Talf, amony (e famuly ot Dalirmbang Dalew for twa
veats, Uhe Datews were among e piogeers of old Danlag, ™

Asked how long be has lved in the mesent Danlag (Puck Kowayan), Tason Tokaydn
rephed  more than 20 vears. 1t was the mownsent Barangav Chaitman Tenathan ‘T
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Cousad, a Disaya, he said, whe enconzaged e to relosate themselves from oid Danlzy
which liad become in recent vears predonunastly Bisayo. A grod numbe: ol melatisves moves

with him.™
Danlag, an Ancestral Inheritunce

Genealopy 15 one excellent trmdirional — alge wnisersal way of exliblishing the
Danleg Blu-ans' clam ver Danlag Bonr Bapwu as nncesmal domiin. Although Daw
Mangae's Tl in the openmg and establishment of Danlag as Banwu is sckoowledged by
all, the gencalopy of the masdok ar the logals is noc uced throwgh him, Manggze's claim
ne [hanlag s principally through mariage th Mane and Malinen, Janghters of Saliher and
{lwouph inheritance fom Saliber Also to Sumangay Landayong, 2 native of Bulnl Gulamsag
m Danlag, whose grandfather is Masalyo. s hey witn uve prior claim. The major fumm-
lizs tn Danlag are the Salibets, the Tokaydes, end (ie Masalyos. The Tokaydos and the
Salibels loiee their comnon encestey from i, Karek, Bungaw, Tamban, then Suliber and
Tokaydoe The Masalyas go through the same line bul braveh ot from Foarcle. Bul just the
same, they sasily hrice themselves (o the present generalion. [Sec e Ly attached chans:
{1y Tokayde & Saliber Genzalogies, and [2) Masulye Genealogios|

Role of Customary Luw in Defining Owoership of Domain

Wlhar lmrtin:ul:u' wspests of Bla-an cuslarrd lawy support the Blo-an claim o [anlap a8
anceslial domain? This iz really the soe of defining who owns e terimory.

blalay is the Ola-an term and the equivalent for an sxtended Gouly living in the same
household, This inclides the praodpazents, the parents and the imroedizee children, sven
cousing, 25 long ag they live o the same household. Whal we have here iz the nuclens of @
sgifanak (clan) . How does this apply in the case of Danlag?

Danlzy [ Tt Mangee siarted as a prant through marriage. When he aclually stared
im old Danlag, it was in search of o place fon an afmige (clearing or swidden facm), Thers
were no oflier occupents here yel A this peinc or shortly thereafter, the meafoy was already
in aeual operadon. Then he was fullowed by other relalives. In time, they had established
# community or a baonea®

The concept of @ hanw, 25 [ said eaier, icludes people, land, rivers and ceeeks, and
lunting grounds, and other peagraphic and human features, This is the essence of ancestral
dmmain,'?

It would seem thar the nucleus of the people here are the members of the malay which
may be expanded into 2 clan in severad houscholds. They would also emerge as the owners
of the terrtory because it was from the ackoowledged head of the clan that penmission st
ke sought [or the carablishment of the almigo, Relatives or mambens of the clan need nof
seelk permission because they are members of the clan, An autgider, however, had to have
perrission.*

How abour e matter of unsler of ownaiship or, more precisely, mhecitance? The
practice among the Bla-ans s no differend frorn the atbiers 0 many pacts of the world. When
the clders die, the immedinte lving refutives automatically assume ownership, 16 10 wis
NECESSary 0 paetitnen anything, 1t wus done wmeng family members, Also, any member of
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the family or clan 28 2atirlal W cultivatle say oper Apag wwithin the famcly elaim. The ele-
et ot comumural jerisdistiog s Gere

Wi fuer el cwnerhiz s sslazhsbea? Accosimg to Daling Guisar, ineumbes ] Tribal
Chaell of Thalaz:

FR T ey cullivate 15 tacig, Tl thew can abaader this o mnvee on o afler sites,

=0T they cuztoue by own it They can eome bagk w1 ater. Thew can alsn fiapnac

ol i o anuher, could be b a Bli-an or to 8 Tisiya, provided sroper peamissin is

nibiraine: E!-l.ll 4 1D § d'.ﬁ]:ll'lﬁ Ii;\L j:;i I_'||_'|_":_..' tiu [NEHH E:_ sr be retemies ather |_'|_q|'_-;_"':

Clearly, the madter of apering an alriga dil 1ot estabask cemershep other tzn usi-
et capecally wilh respeet 2 culsaders. This 0 explam why Datn Mangpe sad ves o
tac s Risayazs who souzi iz permuzzion m enltivale ortions ol eld Daalug el wiia g
rravisn. provided, and this roast be siressad, <hat ey would zeoure the Lend aller ase. Bul
thzn wien the Mazgee frily moves w Datal Faak 28 Maegae died there, (s, avcendin
L o respedenly, was elso intepreied by the Bizagans as theis epportimity to bave theu
fiz 3= documzaled by poveninens by ther pame. Bos this was net the ondy icstance of T
digpnacticr, Laads morpaped ts Deavans (p-prenda o1 gi-sanda ia Cehozon, ten wozds
ard ingtivinons which the Rz ans hive adopled mio their cultars’ that weat ueredeered
wiore Latey regrielered tnfavor of the Jate

The teztimony of Sumaneay iz impoctact hoe . S sad:

“When we reteried o Danlag, their plane (rees incicded) were glready bip and
wee od not take heck tha lend heczusz we were attaid. Froo Tanaiis, we moved tn
Dtz brak and srayed there tor seven years, W ken oy beother, the faler of Mosali,
rerned acre, that was when we remmeZ. We brovekt nio il ws, Dot wien wie
guthere, the Risayans had plaaty of plants aloeady ™'

Trudirinnal Made of Acguirios Juvisdicrion aver Land

[o swmemary fazlusn, which we saell pumplcese. Lavwon Tokayda shared ew (e Bla
wid genzially e jerisdiclien over o7 22cuTe enlry el larz and rerritere

Line winy 1= 5y mammiage. When @ man mamiad a @il from anniler Locality, it ia pac of
Pla-ar cazlor for the Tahand to move msidence toihe place of e aicl. That s the case of
Dt Maurgps

Amathe: wuy 15 tarough payanent ot dzots. Ume such prachioe 12 the mile. Milo s a Bia-
20 mstimition wherehy @ person may deznand payment toe dehas o s debtor by moving
il howschold of s2id debtor. He wll acl Zeave e kousehols untl peamenl for the
et is sutiafied. sven if 1l ook sooe time. He s also alowes to demand what he conzsidared
(b 7 sanizfuctory paymenr. I, tor mstacce, be paines @ the alimige oo the swadden 2leariog,
Fie oownger shall he obligated 1o hans it over o b aad bmsell move ows o give way, he
hnels anorher place. ™

A iz vy ta thcasg b deasfe o or ke dpon, the cestomacy sxchence nf goods thut poes
Wil zarlement oF co-flicrs nd other social camseelivne . The raditiona] foome of exchange
L2 dnengstic animils, wioch are pocmally kalabew (carabanl, vr kudz (horsel, o mwiten:!
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pussesslons (kalyak) ke agony {pong), hris (e wavy ':?":'ul-:'Jﬂ Lladed weapoul, fi (4 lmg
miaded weapon), agas (gpeur] o jewelirics. Mo cash, Hulil has: Ieppencd Ehm a cleary,

could also booome part al the arrengement,”’ o
A fourd way, the ware cormmen une of acquiring L ights ower @ pices “*:'“ll'ﬂ beciuse of

the suey availabilite of land n the old duvs, 5 L clearing 4 portion o0 un unaceupied
'..;-.r:tnr_-r-. Mar anly was this Toutine practicod svery 50 wany yeard 0 =_‘=1|ﬂ‘-’-" the soul ta lgy
[illow, hul clearings weie 2180 shandnned and new ones opened in finwes 'of rtasi or had
luck. say, death iu the famaly. This alse explams, says Drtina Guwsun, why Bla-an houges
are not clusrered into communities. Therr houses are lucated begide their almigo or clear
ing "

© A fifth way is through inberilance, an accepted custom among the Bla-ans. as poinled
oul earlics. Imomediate living Telagves ae autamalic Lieirs o e Jands ef deceased elders ar
anceslons, The concep: of ancesral domain s rontzd hese, the confinuily of cwnership
handsd down fromn meneralion 1o esneration without interruprion. The same clement of
comtinuily of oanership was the essence of the dyandi {peace agrecmenty belween Daly
Manege and Cesar Ureta, and Menduon Dok and also Cesar Urela | 3ee part 6. Confliet
Resolution: Dyandi. Balrangol, Asha, and Shkat). s ulbmate abjeclive wias 0 put a stap
1o the flow of centrol aver lands from Bla-ax bands to the Bisayans

Evidence of Open. Continuous, Exclusive amd Notorious Oucupancy

Tinder Philipoins lvws, when an mouary 1= imadde o the legitimacy aof one's claim over
a pizee of land, one is normally asked how long he bas exercised OUEN over the propesiy.
Translated tnto the specific case of the Danlag Tila-ans, the aquestion will he: Do the Bla-
ena of Denlag have proat of OCEN or Open., Centinucus, Fxclusive and Notorious occu-
paney?

O i gimpler terns, how long bave they lived hee? Where gxactly 15 this dormain thar
thew are talkonp aboar? Have there been other claimants to the Tand seide from themselves?

Redefining the Concept of Oecupaney

There 15 o oeed e dofine in Blsean leoms what 15 meant by the ward retupancy, In the
senae of the [orrens system within which land vemership in the Philippings las been pat-
rebned, nocupation s Jefined within very accurale measurements and tevns of reference.
Hixwever, among the Bla-ans, as with practcaliy all other indigenous cultural compmnities,
it really means contiooeos and exclusive jurizdiction nver a cerain domain. Tt is inspartant
te, sty derermune the pedipheral boundaries of this domain. Thiz & *the bagwno™

A banwan 1z a comeeoniby, I8 noraaly people, calse includes thewr alndge (clearingss).
the guadok (runtinge groends ) he befol ithe mountaing), the e (the rvers), and the sacred
placea, aad other geugraphic and human fatres. Bural grounds are part of the latter. [t has
Lerniarial roundanss.

Dianlag Banwo's Traditiooad Boundaries

For the purposes of the spplication for the Certilicate of Ancestral Domaw Claun
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VAR, the ternilomal boundaries of Dandag Boog Banwa have recently heen delineated

The boundary sucvey bBetwesn Danles and Pula Bato siaried at Bulal lang, then it
prncceded up fo Bulel Fungol Lang. From there it fullowed the nidge to Bulal Tam Lus,
then from tazre went in & stcasghe lioe w Bula! Kamfes X0er Another line was drawn be-
taveen Bulal Fungol Lage and Bulol Law wicch conneats 1o Sl lang The pexl targe
poil wins Gulal Lam Kwa. From there the pariicipants deltberated an haw 1o get around (he
lands prvately uamed by Riswvan setilers. The last siaee of *he survey was from Bulol
Culzmweg o Bulal Beog Alwa-an, then from ibee to Bualnl Liam Kmrene, Bulol Lam
Tamics, Bulnl Rate, Camnpo Cuatre, then Bulel Lunpe. Bulel Bupg Alwa-zn serves as a -
Eonadary for Tankas, Lamaliz and Salna ang®

What was the basis tor this delincaiun? Wha tock parl in the decision-making? It i
irnpoitant o deline the proces: . Inthe account ot the Bl -0 LeTEreteT whe ook active par
withe Boundary survay, e said:

“When we surveyed the boundanes of Shanken and Danlag, ot Shanken and
Pula Batn, we had with us four inbal council representatives  fram cach nf rhe
theere Bong Banwus, thiee inkal councii representatives and onz laharen, We alsg
hiad witsesees. All ef'these people participarcd nothe estabhshivene of the PEES UL
heundury markers. Then thees wers recorded Srough the Glosa! Po sifoning Syve-
fei OPEY The infeiprsler and the 0rP3 operarer merely recorded the decisions
aud never tonk part in the prucess. In dus tine concrete menuments will take the
place of the woaden pegs ™

The basic framewnri af the (bl counctl cepresentatives i determuning thein termo-
vl boundarzes were the ackaowledged radibonally named berder rarkers of the pilst, a5
Lunded dovwn fronn their snoestors, AC e same dme, importan consideration was given to
tie land clidins ol the poncipal families 10 zach Bang Bans So, there exiarn, for Iostance,
the Tokiiydo, Sabbet and Masalyo tamilizz in Danlap, the Saoubay famnaly in Shanken. the
flal'd [emuly in Ralng-nng, and rhe Dok, Tokawdo and Manduon families w Pula Batg,
Mrcutans, ridges aod dvers ae very signileant ferional boundary markers ¥

Depurture from Tradition, Reconciliation with Present Realiries

Sonne denarmie fram waditiosal rercitaria] Tiundaries has Seen made in consideration
i conflicts wirh present realilies. AL leas? thiee prominent ceses Lave emersed sa fir Lar=t,
dud nat seem right, for instance, 1o inelude wihin the wadilional boundarizs Tands sold by
Lleoans to Bisayens. Second, same lands which had been snortuaeed (2 lnose ranslation of
the Risayan grenda or Bla-an saeda) have not been redsemed. Finally, there is the unigue
cae of Lawon "Tokayde oo wsed o live in Pula Haro but (s now a resident of Danlag o a
fesult el his maeriage with sumevne [ror Dandag. He wans is share of the Tokayda wadi-
hene! land 12 Pula Balo included o the Damlag CATI claim M

Bl how wers the madivonal terrioral boundary markers dletermmed? This is dis
ciszidin the next secton, This hoys added sigaificonce i we sssoctale it wicly the encalogy
dhal leest the major famiies or these which lave lived conlnuensly fisen generation o
gCierdlinm 1n [}:|r||=|Jl_-;
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Genealory as a Time hlarker

The eixhi grneralions wetahlished m the zenealogical charts of the Tokaydo, Salite
a1d I:-.‘Iﬂaul;:'u farmilics are e MRS comvincing e marker It shows that che Bla.ang nf
Diarlae have been hers withoul inrerruption for ot least 240 years.

with this, cocupanoy sice me tnrnemutial is now conceelely defined as tao hnpg-
dred aud tforty veEars,

Fare 4
Wlu-an Tdentification with Their Physical Environment

What ace the traditional terrirorial boundary ravkers uf the Bla-zns by which they are
ahle 1o delermmine the nomdzries of their Bonp Baeu? Many of the termtoral boundasy
wmarlkeers are muunaits. Tn some insances, here are also rivers and creeks, hnnting grrounds
and sacred places. What this suggess s (i they have clearly ientificd lecalitics in ther
Bong Baneu miny of which are houndary markers,

This secton discusses sacred places, bulel {muouataing), pumlck (hunring grounds),
aa1d c-cl (rivers, creek, springs, and fa2lls)

This section alsy allesmprs o accentuate the comections between Tla-an folklome and
flecir termizomial bounducy arleers “ames of places of mportance in the Bong Banwu an
nict just names, tere e delailed storizs hehind thent These stories tell ws thal ecoupancy
nf the land fakes on g oew meaning,

Rale of Follderic Characoers

‘L ke principal chazacters i1 Bla-cn falkclore ocougey cevered niches mthe ]jf:,'_..rchi: of the
Bla-ens, Almsaber is fhe Dravata wwhe created the Bla-ang aod the other neighhoring cthric
wronps, She Tabali (T holi}, Ubo (bManoba), Alnawen (Mupmindanan Felnizlinn, Tedura,
Elazan, Matiagahug, Mandaya. 1t was he who crezced e eurth and the haavans,

The character ot La Sagum may vary from nne veision of the zreation story Le anotiet,
pait rhe Bla-an azsaciations of her with certaun plages of nnportanes in fhe Rla-an world ace
eongtant. Their roles gppear in the storizs agsociared willh the bulol, the pombok, the e-el,
andd other sacred places. There were alse the characiers Akol and Alrnggur,

Hacrod Places

Uhere are shree kinds of sacred places i Bla-an evlnire — nape or that which is oe-
spected; dairi-an or that whees sacrifice 15 offered; and donse-an badol ar 3 rmopotoin
where a rimal i8 perfopned =

Bulal Sal-ihan 5 ene good example of a nale. IUis the mountain where Bla-ang, ever
frum far away places, get their whetstone, Befoee nne does this, ane makes 40 ;_,ﬂ-:,-,i,,:. ut
_lI:u: mounzain side. FFirst, one conslacls 4 sabak, a hamboo pole where the lop end is .,.I.-.:.:.;-n
L_nLL:- SO xind of a reposiroty or the place upne which will be placed all the offerings
CHTe1iaes may vary, g kg &ifine or o smail hell o dayons, of § spndong, or a Fingsing
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tng;- & ittle fand, gralse s litle movey. One could alsu offer a clucken, The offerings arg
asnaliy lest bobind. When the oBbiue i malde, those lines arc regited: “Be nor swprised
hat all peaplc loob. for yeu. Yo aee var life when we uzen o cleurings. ™

Huolnl Flabak s annilier sxample of 2 wafe, and i said 1o e mhabied by i sy (o
seperrateal being which among the Bla as plays ‘e dual role of euzriias aol pumsher:
v 2less Eaglisk equivalent). When ane imbes an oflzrng, noe cecriss thase words “He nel
aurprised al yur requenl anpeasinse ar wodr place. Be ot surpnsed haease yuu i the
Eoneain of pur gncasioms. ™ i

Butal Flueng (s 3 koown Lusiter of the busaw, so i Blol sude and Bulal Bleb, Bulal
Klet is alse a kmown hunong sround apd Bla-zns meks a4 offermyg befre thew ener the
forzst b0 calch bivds, imeludivg, s szly, e efegea (he amen pigenn’, T ey do
nercarabnt a szhek anvmnee, they just drop sane coins inro g hole there

Bulcl Lamius, iz Pulz Bate, 15 whers Salibey (o ke Fivbe 3, siscer of Crareduloyg and
Mangaon, was suppused 10 have beer hraughe By e busaw ar? then pushed aver e o LIL
Ror itz 15 belicved to have bean tlemly eicked nn ke stone wall of the clift. This is alsa
acecpled By the Tly-ans of Doepnlus™

M 15 past of Tike-an folklore (ar Akul pusosely putan ilmizan ar Telol Atdo Alimegan
w warn all zonseped abowr whietkes ar not ey showld moocesd with their inlended aCTivily
ar navel An alnizin sound desenbed o be elinen was o surs S0 mar o proceed, 17 ilhe
soulid came fiom apy pert of cither loft ar right side 13 froat o o0 the back, 11 wus another
sLrc ication gut W procesd sven i dus wee e acl of weanng one’s clothes

Gt when does ooe procead? Wher the bird does el moke a onnd, or moikey 105 1 -
mal sound not Jescnoed 25 shaco Ii s also EPRTAPIATE (o proceed if coe 15 well on his way
al=zady, say, in a joumey.™

Ocher mgantains knewn 1o be sacred iaciude Bulo! Lum Kwe, Dule] Larm Galoy, jzd
Fiulo. [ am-aks @

e most aaceed of el mauncaims 200 thase believed 1o be the meenaing of the P—
Mils. £recred By go ess than Almabet hisnselD Suchis the carcenry of Bulal Al (R Apa,
Ammitung (M Manem), Buelol Luzot, eod Male Boto (W Parker o ML Wacehan).
Amnilure aad Bulal Tamo w paricular are acknowledged fo be the pusod [more Lilerally,
maval) o¥ rhe sarth v

Dichers alsn i the peyvessd catzgory irzlude Sna al Duos e 1 beli ko, Atdes Admugan,
and Landdieaw:. These wers alse belicved to have been e b Almabel before e ascended
o lgzyven

salel and I atik were Dla-an ances loms fmous for theim indusioy. When they ascended
2o heaven, Gev 18 belond their whetstones at Bulsi Sol-ar, Blatik hud becomp ke
Riask Faii, the | sgvenly szar dhat marks the comeer time for plantine,

Bulyl IMountains)

Luriag the soudy, e 13la-an respandents of Danlag had neo e Tieulty cvnmeraiiy the
narnes cf the different mawniaing within their Bong Banwi: Bilol Amgo-u, Bulol Anveasune,
dulel Ak, Bl tantung, Male Bata, Beloc Bate {shaced with Balra-ongi, Bl By
Al (shired with Sulnu-ongl, Bulel Bong Antery, Bulel Hke, Bulal Kooz K il (B RTTRY
wTh Fula Bato), Flol Kleh isharcd witk Sbarken). Bulol Xleiaeg, Bilol Kok, Rigla)
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Lalak, Hutuk Lam Kwa, Bodel Lam Lus (shazed with Fela Bato). Bulol Lam Mathorg
Peilal | am Mibung, Bualol Landayao, Prulal Lang ishared with Fula Batog, Bulel LNW;L
fulnl Mala, and Bula] Safang ™

Gumlak or Gume-uten (Hunting Grounds)

e s bunting grounds of the Bla-ans ol Danlag and these are also sharzd with
i [lgoans of Pula Bate are Bong Alwa-an, Lahak, Tukay Safang, Lam Tamles, Boop
Aniem Kamfe Kilet, Flabak, Tukay Antem, Atdo Almuogan, and Fatal Sab. Others age Uty
I ikong, Miasong, Aslang, Amgu-o, Lam hdulbang, Kambu and Lam Fowa. Also included
Lete are the rivers where they cateh thear lish Ba Tadlan, Ba Dalil, Ba Fikang, Ba Bukay,
anl ather mumoT stieams.”

L ullwmg e some stones on the gumlok that go with the names.*

[ukay Antem s the mountan that is smaller than Bong Antem, and the portion that
shiws the appearance of having been bumt is alse smaller The reason for the bunung was
becanse s wis necesaany to drve the wild prps towards the desiced lecation where they
could casily be corered '

Baniimg 15 the mome of the species of bambea that 15 used for walls of houses.™

Worsiher reders o the spring whose water bubbles. Kambe describes the bubbles of the
witler

Astang 15 the mousiam where the Bla-ans place theu iraps like balatik for the wild
EIERT

Miasony s where the Bia-ans usedd 1o pound thew first nce harvest. The pounding
cererneny was a feast actually, when the nasical poundimg was accompoenied by dancing.”

L Eowa s this place had plenty of kwa, a kind of vine, ™

B oot was bath pves and forthng grouand

kel mesns buemt 1 the sy of cyeht households e forest in Pula Bato that
wire bumted and the people inside were never buried ™

Foel (Bivers, Crecks, Springs. Waterfallsy

Uhie piviers son Dindas are ot st epany but cuchs hiss o stery o ell,”™

ko 1o believed named by Li Sapan berself before she ascended mio heaven, she
was sppsed 1o bave washed her Linabu, 3 wbe-like garment, that was tioted with whore.™

e st e siene 15 black 1a Sagom s believed ta have washed her woven black
L aseas skt ) dete

Fla s tiee name given by £a Sagum to s nver because its banks grow hilo in apart
Janee Bl belones o the fimnky of yan hae broad leaves and i3 known as badyang amoag
thie Wisayans.™

Crumtal Tugan i also @ neme given by Lo Sagum to thes river which used o have white
longy hees. La Sagum got her heoe s from: here bu=fore she ascended to heaven ™

Almee. Bla-ans gave ths name themselves in reference to the lameg | noe wrapped and
contked i Tanana leaves) made Troem cogst and @il (socky 1'i.l::-1|:_:|."E

[ aBuga 1= s onnsd hecause only Buga 5 the species of oee thar groows along this rive?
i Talluk s
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Lurnet 15 50 so mned berause along the banks giow the lumet tree, mumet in Brsaya
vohitch his round frods the birds Tike 5o much ™

“lzlel E-+1 15 another name of a piver townd in Cammpo Tres given by La Sapum. 1t wis
Leve that she waszhed her &lviay lufam, a vellow clothng ™

Flawan 15 50 called becauss 12 15 here that Tops or daxfak assemble ®

F-cl Amgu-o has plenty of pine wees alupg sts banks. ™

Abzyan river [See Fug Y5 named afler s counterpan, Eliayan, in Mabel, It joins
with Pulz Bato, Ba Dukay, and Fitem rivers ™

Bong Fel1s su numed becanse dunaye the flaweniag season of the Alwa-sn {malogany
o mmeny @ e 1 o clear Lnghsh cotivitlenl) make theis appearancs whick become homes for
Lk |II'-'II"~'_‘-' bees, Adse, this was where b= Bla-ans would il barids theat alighe fon a donk #

Mk Tena 15 =0 called hecause m ames of heavs dowapour, (he banks winelil always
erode. I s ulso call=d Mabal

L-el Takul 15 named hecause aloag its banks were plenty ol takul, (ke tres whose sap s
wsed Dy the Bla-ans to make gum for their bind raps

S'bang Fra-ic the vver that hed plenty of faitan, a local vanety of freah warer fish =

E-cl Mama hecause s banks had wees whose fruits weze used (o o (hele] out
chewing) *

Fikeng means wartecfplls. Fikong bus plenvy of werertalls =

Lam Erireng gew Knoeng trees o sbundance along its banks just like Belol Knireng.
It jeins wirh Foel Fatern &

Rlangas & ramhittan o tree, 108 banks had plenty of thas, bue they are gone pow,™

Pnplications upen the Copcepl of Qccupancy

Uhe namnes of sacred places, mountums, nent:es erounds, nvers, creeks aogd wetertalls
ind the storics that go wAh theny, revesl an mbmacy betwesn the Bla-an iwbmbitant of te
place and their plivsical covirmment.

These places have also acguired & deprh of sigmiticance in their [ulklore, something
ka7 does ool normally happen ax a result of brief nccupacsy. T (s uoportant to stress the
asancialion of Le Sagum with these storiee. La Sagom was aod 20l 15 2 major characier m
cration swnes af the Bla-an penple.

Therefare, the Bla-an copcept of nccupancy ol their Dunlag Bong Bamws mcludes
gxtual physical abiuton, weleel paintznance of almgo (swadden tarms}, reversnual ose
nf secred places, regular tappIn af the vesourzes of the Bule] [oountains) aud the E-el
{rivers, creeks and waterfalls).

Dinlag o5 e wearld, his is e ancesiral domans,
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Part 5
The Role of the Bong To, Bong Fulong and Datu

in Bla-an Social Structure

_ The social structure among the Bla-ang in general is & simple one. Tn their hustory,
1L seems that they have never had any experience with centralized social erganization at the
local Tevel. It has always been at the Banwu o Bong Banwu level, a community compoged
basically of close relations, either by blood or by marriage, not much diffetent from the
barangays of old. And each Bong Banvwu was utosomous.,

A Glimpse at History

When Fay Cooper-Cole did his research among the Bla-ans of Davao early in the first
decade of the twentieth century, it was this banwu phenomenon that e saw among the Bla-

ans of whalt 15 now Davao del Sur He published his findings in his picneering work entitled
The Wild Tribes of the Davao Distrer in 1913, He said in part then:

There seems never to have been a ime when this tribe was organized under a
single leader as was the case with the Bagobo, Each district is so isolated from the
others and the population so scattering that any such development has been barred,
and hence the people of each nver valley or hightand plain have their local ruler.”

Leadership in Danlag

In Danlag, the scknowledged leiader 15 the Bong Tb, or the Bong Falong. He can also be
Date or Hong Lebe. There is no lierarchy, From what we have been informed, the situation
is essentially the same in the other Bong Banwus of Bong Mal, Salna-ong, §'bangken, and
Pula Bato,

When the Bla-an commumiy ucld Danlag stazted, ibwas dEﬁl'_i.iIﬁ].}' led by Datu MB.I'IEEI:_
The one in Talfuk was headed by Salibet. There was no complex web of social st
just the leader and the people. But il Danlag was given as a gift 1o Mangge by his father-in-
law, this means that hus father-in-law was already exercising some jurisdiction over the
area. Danlag was shared hunting ground for what would become the Pula Bato and Purlig
Rla-an communities.

Bong To, Bong Fulong or Datu

Lawon says the acknowledged leader of the Bong Banwu is the Bang To (big man) or
the Bong Fulong {big knowledgeable leader). The two are interchangeable, Diatu (wealthy),
however, is distinguished from Bong To or Bong Fulong, in that the Datu need not be &
Bong To or & Bong Fulong. But il ene is Bong To he 1s usually also a Bong Fulong and
Dam.™
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Ikey Rnle in Seftlemend of Couflicts

Laweom furtlier narratzs rhil one key role of (e R Lo o7 Boog Fulong was the sertle-
rient o conflicle. As su2h it ds o vital par nf Tus ohligiiion a5 Boag Te or Bong Fulong to
provedile the necessary pomls required for senlement ST GEttlicE

Anagenieved party Lsuedy makes cortain demands. Takee Dam Manpee, tor msenee,
e had plerly of kabvak (movezhle Fropetiies). But in g situsting where the dernand of 2n
aganieved pamy is nor available Fom his propeThcs, 0 1= s nlligaicn as Bonp Fulone!
Bone Toe/Datm oo tind wilys At i o procurs wlhal 3s demanded

Bong Lo in Five Bonp Banwys

T pot Danlag i pesspective, it s unpasracl w ssaming wh has been the Bong T/
Tigiz PuluzeDiats in e five Bokg Banwns of Danlag, Saloung, Bong Mal, S"hangken
il Tulie Bate sinec e Secord World War, Liweon recalls it i Polu Beio, it wes Mand.
oAz Tekavde (MWalayer Tabuz); m Danding 10 was Mangpee aod Datlew (m'1altok it was
Dtew; 1 Shangker o was Full, taen Twamuz, son of Fuli; o Dong Mal it wes Cafoon,
aud 1 Balnanug, il veas Malid =

Bettre Tokaydo and Mamlvon m Pola Ralo, il was Lambn, T was ey hefire Mangpe
rLLlarlap, Rey aod lamban we e confemporanes; Salibet, toa, in Talfuk. The rale of Bey in
Laadeg 15 confhiclmg and oo slailicaton has heen made by Laweon =

What abul the prescnt? Ts Luwun the preseor Tung T ot Danlap? Lawon's rophv was
shahfly evasive: "1 1 did nnt sqoander ooy kalvak, Twould be 2 Dem now ® And who 15 e
prescol Bong Lo of Pula Ran? He wguick to 2y i is Cesur Mandp-on, '

Tribal Couneil, Wew Flienomeoen

Ukz Tormal Trioal Courcil 15 & firat iv Rla an Juslery, estahlshed with intesvention
Do and acoredited by the Oftice of the Southzin Culueal Commmuanities (OS00T, T com-
caded &0 walk the Cnmmonicy Relations Progeam of Weslern Mining, Curporation,

Forel 1o be nevanized by elecrion was the Pola Dale Tokal Cowncil, oo sSoptoiber 26,
L5 Tios was tollowed by Daalag sot loog afles

Aether fig] e the assumebon mbo power of thre: women amozg the officials of the
Danlag Thibel Covnes! — Dalina {iuizan Mena Gaisan, and Crision Tokaydn, Tribal Chicf.
o and Yice Tnibal Chieftaw, and Secretary. tespectively,

The Matter of Succession to Leadership

W succeads o the postiiwn ol e Tuleng?  “Ttis not elective,” said Suzmngay and
Faliaw. “Dusizally™ they wdded, “3 35 the persun’s desite, a persunal choize, dependmz an
hus ablily o imitate the good quahhes of a Bong Folong ™™

Rul docs oo™y [atker have ma he a Frlong for woe 1o succesd to e posttinn?  They
il I p2ey depends. 3 wear can ircitare vour fther. okay, (Otherwise, »o, T does noc

(i3 ir:
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Qualities aof 2 Bong Fulong

O Yer tather, Dalina said: <My fether Datu Mangze was Bung Fulonp. He wag also
Rong Lebe but he was nat that danng. I ;

Bt Lawnon who look nver fom Datu Mangge was Bong Fulong, Datu 208 Bong I ebe
of fha same time, Bong Lebe was o warrior ™ He was one pand example of & leader pos-
sessing the combinations of Bong Lebe, et and Bong Fulong, He anid Mangge were good
at seuling conflicts, They had sirfticient kalvak whizh they used liI::-n:-.Tall].r_ll:r prrovide sulis-
faction in fhe settlement of conllicfs; they wers quick 1o ntervenc when fighting teok plage.'™

Whiat happens when somebody is kalled in the community? Abnalas or males (te.
venze) essily follows, But where the Fulong was quick to intervene and prives away, say a
horse or goods to meke up for the cormes in beha!f of the perpetrator, then no revengs takes
place. As settler of conflicts he is alse called adminkem {or judge).™

Wit docs Fulons mean? Knowledgsable, 1t means that ke knowes how to distingruish
helween what is good and what is had, [t mesns he 15 good at tesulving conflicts. ™

What about Datu? Tl meens he iz wealthy, He has pleaty of kalyak ar propertics bilee
krda (horses), kalabew (carubac), agong (ponog), traditional jewclnes like dmeapy (pold from
which beads are lumg). The wife of iz Datu is called Ba, meganing ulso that she hag planty
of kulintas (necklaces], Wayeng, kiling-kihng, stngkil {1mplets). A Datu wears slo-an, color-
ful rinas made ffom mlo, @ coiorfal Jocal vige wound mte 2 contnoeus spiral] wom i the
feps, A Fulong can be o Toam and most Dalus were Fulongs, too. !

Long Tebe

The Beng Lebe was o Bla-an wamior, respected and teared among bis people. Lawon
Tokaydo was u Bong Lebe in his younger duys. He =aid ke starled his career when he was
abanut 15 or 16 years old, before he was even married. He wore the digtinctive protective
iarrment of the Dong Lebe catled anit. This 13 the thick woven blouse specially woven for
him by waomen. The front are kept rgether with a comhination ol abace strings sl buttons
made From bage, @ kind of wee in the forest. The sleeves reach down to the sibows. To
protect his head, he also weers a clnak ot the same oatesial, His clothes undemneath the wnit
ure |_|::,,u;!,'|'|_1_,-"|‘_-|u,-:.k_ o make him near irvizible at HJL’.]JJ. His ﬁli]llj.pl‘.l}&].'l.[ﬂ included the fais {_H-lE-
gr swund], the ages (speas) and the klung (a four-toot shield). These ware the distinctive get
up of 3 Bang Lebe in those days.'"”

Adter Tie killed his 42nd and 43rd viclims, hig uncle and consin, he surrendercd to the
covermme it suthariies amd was imprisoned for 12 years (1957-1%69) in Iwahig Pecal Colony
in Palawan, He served as Bong Fulong af Danlag after his release; he also ceased to he
Bong Lebe ™

Tumous Bonn Lebe smeng the Bla-ans
In Bla-an history, several names steod out 23 outstanding Gong Labe, The storv gocs
bacx a lung Wiy, Accordiag (o Sumangay, the frst known Bong Lebe were Sucpali, Boog

Akul, Bong Saliwok, Donp Maszalyo, Bong Daler and Damalaw Lasih, Sumali wea [rom
Bong dal; Akul Iived in Kelon Tlangan, now pam of Bamdo Siete of karbel, ¥ oronadal,
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Sonth Cerabere. Bong Mazalyo was Gom Susadla in Dionge Abwa-an aed the geasdfnher at
sumangay. Daleg aod Denalas were trom Datal Fitgs, 7 ey were contermporn e

b Pula Bosg, the famous vames Wt Laose al Baresx, Salilues, T-;_'-l;:-l_'l-'l_ln:_'u {.‘u']':'!::i}-{l.'l

atkzund, Mangee. Luwon 2nd Lutane. A wounper brother of Lawnon, Letang was e Lzl of

e Tong Lete =

Mzl Thong Sulownk and Musalve died shortly @ fler the Second World Wi, Soek disd
i e e of President Gaaa (1957610, followed by Sumali ané Taban of Bulul Ml n
the nme of Prasident Macapegal {1961-5), Mungee of Daolae. Calron of Bong Ml and
anwangay dicd in the ume of President Moseos ¢ 1965 £l Tukawdo and Lutang pessed
away m the pme ol President Ayume (1987-82). Hong Senaren, brocher-in-luw of Jaban,
was oot Kalomane o7 whar s Libery today, Afer hing thers was no more Bong Lehe in
Libery, =

Soine Storics ahout Bong Lebe

Hong Masalyn whe lived in Bong Adwi-en or inoee specilically m Gusadlo, was noted
e aarmite ko, mesaing whenever he kel someonz, be wonld briog the heads of 2is vic-
tm hore and hang them on s feroe

raleg af Dol Tlek, Maan-aw, Davio del Sur was armed only with o fas.

Tahan of Bulol Mala, aleo known as Bosaw Amnere. azquired his alips becauze during,
ghts witli fus enenues s body and cyes would reperedly fire up like a busaw He was
alse very sgile end brave. He lost ane 2ye when he was hat by Farang witl s aorow. He was
The buolher-in-lew of Lawon Tokaydn and Gansing Guisan.

Only one Bong Lebo was knoam to posscss speoial abiliges. Dumalaw Lastk of MNatal
Fial 1 Matan-aw, now a rmaznicipaiind ot Davan del S, wae repomed o have ke power of

vy, Alse, he soeld not be dit 2 shor. He was alae krown ko have Toght o bugzw He

wag the unale of Mangpe and an uncle of Dalina Goigan, Dumalaw's aonlemparary was
Dhiles, Uhese ave both feoen Tiaral Fitak, Dhomalase 03 sn b alive loday and reporledly refises
Lo allew oursnders o ealer o Jus iy,

Rurumong the Bong Lebe, unly Lulane was abls w own a 12-gangs sholonm, and Tater,
when be became & CHIIF during marual low days, be also sequired a Garand nifle.

Wiews from s Bone Lebe

Dawon claimed har i us riess ke was acknowedgred Bong Selo in Puly Do and as
far 32 Liberty and Do Fitas R when he became Zong Falong it Thanlae, he stapped
oo Done Tele

Mszad how gl ieliio be o EUE'-.'—_". Lebe, hezaid "You cannet Tive sl the others, '|_'|.|_|;||,|:
are alrad |‘:r'_-,-r_'||_|, Yo st the forssl Ay frosini E‘b-.'!-:'ll'ﬂ-.‘:_ If‘:l'll'.iff!lﬂ]_'r' dlert ' oE

What about relatives? Even they wers suspeet, he satd. They nught bong soldves with
them 2w have yon amested 13
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Furt &
¢ ondlict Resolution:
[ryamidi, Ralpanpal, Ashak, And Slakal

‘This seetion discisses The viies In'-rlm_-;nl"mnl'llcl resolution amomg the Bla-ang Cvep
o s cuses did nol appe wetllon e conlines u-.[ Flu nlag_, they are included .h..;n_. becas:
af their uuiversal apploiln amolik the Bla-ans. The varows forms ol conflieg resolufi,
are fverneli, Halagapi, shord wnd Skl

Fasener of Dvandi

Uhere are finee Torms of dyandi naceated heve: (3] the peace accard entered into after
oy canthet: (1 the pact imended 1o preventcunflict and (o} the agreement to maintm
fraternal relaiions,

These are deseribed as systems af conflict resolietion hecause the immediate end is 1
resntve confiet of there ts une. or o prevent one Fone 15 foreseen, and the ultimate goal =
L rraiibiin fralemal relations

Ul parties in the dyandi becermse Blood hrothers, These inelude the direcl particapant
anl |'|li.'|T-|.";_'*:"|'.|I'_';_'I_|‘|-'I_' elatives, They call vach ather dyandi. This s regarded as the hophest
frm ef teconciliatien because the partics heenme blood relatives and the effect is meant o
le perrsinend

Halownpal

Lrulnangel s 2 mwmer dyand) hetween o mun and a woman who are not relanves, Foe
L':'lu11'||'l'_|.‘. e i Killed e brotler of o WARKLI, ]:l:_||_1 af the reconciliation ey 13 Ear
i maa-killer who sishes tn make ap Do the killing, to cook food for and atfer the SIJI!I':IL'J
e wormasn, His reason is Beeawse e s killed et Brother and would like w make ug torit
Uhits wars also los asssance 1o the bosaw that he neans well [0 e womi adeepis, whicl
s wsieally does, Meo ey necome Blood welates =

Blakat

Shtal means el This ceremony & desipned Lo restore broken relationsteps u:::
P'-I-'-W'-I- T T relzttinships belweon |1|I:'-I:I. of hetween women among he Bla-gns wm- v
Tt betives. Tt ean also be cesoried 10 in order 1o enter into a pronise, EVET wilbo Ml-
Conthc, e maintain VST n_'la1|-:|[l:~|1l|‘lﬁ In a sense thes 1s also & muoer fomn bf djl.au;::;ﬂé:

! Tiary o1 a Favibiaton who would ring the two parties togother. 112 ants
o Hs e wvolved Lol only for the purpose of giving advise 1o the partelP =
2 thiewr persnnal choide o npke things well between them, the act “Fwﬂﬂ'ﬁ:m
l.-lh“ I]|I‘|ﬂh.h SIS therr willingness 1o adot (e Saults and accept theit J'ﬁpnﬂﬂb[:fu
;.;:E:;:Iu__l:;]. _]I-I'I?I 1"”'_'-':|"“'- aud closig partion of the agresment is the .'-'I'-Ef}f_"'!" ‘!"E-D'I}F:E.rncé
Cenene S slethime mopublic between the twio partics. In the presence of ld, @EP o
vl take aff heiy clotlang and exchange them and put them . To avoid publte o

calls Tos ap WALz e
Fulesing i
S
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razzmcnt, particpanls would wsually bave snother Luver of clothes enderneath,

While there is an eachange of goods in dyandi, (he same is yol demanded here hevanse
itis the chaize afbulk |.‘.E||_-ti|'_“.‘l o resnlve ther diforances. Meiflas 15 1t Accozsary invoke
the busaw. The coulit s mikor und iz only betaeen the rm nf fem and doss ant inirglye
tae winle corvnunily, Unly e soiaonee of clothung 16 required whizh signifies reconcili-

afinn and aeceplooce of nie gnother -2
Ashak

Ashink 1= coatlic? seutlement snly amaug relatives o among members of 3 farndly oz a
lae The ashuk t= the act of approachng, Me relative with whom one i i coafhe? Tor (e
pnrpose ofesling fingiveness and seeking reconciliation. The person doing the ast is called
an ampnd, '

The amvak would wsually not aznoune s when ke woald ay (he other parcy a visin, Te
wraild Brmg with Tun some small ilems, food o g loken to svbolize bes irteatices, 17 ke
token 1 accepted apd reciprocarcd, and theyuanilly arz, then thar iz ke bepimnmg of & new
sraze ol fraternal ielatonship. Frena toke is nor requized. What is iropoTtunt i5 e ac of
reachimg out Tusl gz there s o0 eed for 2 SEeilitator, oeither iz it necessary to Aave wil-
ihggges 1

The azkak iz susmficant in Bla an sovlety becanss Flasan: have closs Lirraly tics and
snnflicts, nnsriler how minot, conld Be suurces of main o all concemed Whoek is wiiy
cvery succcRshil mronoliaton is a jovons peresion for the whale clan

Cases of Dreandi

Wil Lollows are six cases of dvandi, Fack bus 1l oom charsclenstic feaures. Twn
vases aie Bla-an o Bl an, teo e Dlhieon w Bisua, and van with the Mesiiog, Thers are oo
exzriples of Dvandi with etker sthme proups.

Th=v mie presented bore casz by case.

Case Yo, [, Dyandl: Rong Falwag with Bong Falourg '™

Ihe: partics were Lawan Tokaydo of Danlag and Turon Calvon of Hogg Mal. Ogti)
I]u.maugm frn:u.-‘d}:a;_-,an_ part of Lampitak, was de samdvied:, oo the intemmedizry, The
dyandi siee was Pala Rato, Cesar Uren, a Risayan sezideat of Fula Barn, belped maks the
bweeazion congenial by butcherng o pig and prepaning plenly of fod.

Tac stury wag that Turon's people embushed with rene some peuple of Lawer wha
Wwoie gatherimp Ju-ux (rattan) n Lamn Tamles at Camoo 4, tradition ally koown 25 Ul Hzkay,
Lawsi swid T was nns porsanally involved. Meither was Tacon, Bo, wheo they mer, they
bt expressed then desire to have o dyandt, The dvandi Lazpened in Pressden MWarcns'
hinz

The wotrve for e ambush was not clear Apparently 1t was dune o prove wartioond
ind Sravery The perperraters were Bong Lebe ur warmers.

Phtes were kalled oo each sade. Lt was Turon's syoup thar did it fiest

¥lal about compensation? luron's roup gave one &eda Chi sei; and Lawon's pro-

13
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vided one kalabew (carabao), Were the prices of kalubew and kuca e same? Lawng gajg
e alzhew was miore expensive, 5o hey added three azo0gs the wake the values equg)

Drarime the rtsl, Turen sawd wvocanon e the Busaw was: "I my blood heother Py
el violate me Dyandi, © Busaw nf Antelung, Busaw of Afo, if Turan vall po to my,
b mcher-in-law ( Dok Dunangin) o kil hamy, 1ot himn (Cnlik) not be (hers, let him IfJ'n;:..,-*l,
Jic alonp the way,”

'-,1.'51: Amumne and Afo! Aunniung i where the most tecifying Bmsaw hives, Afy
I ides (he hnlam:hc- for Amintung. Anather Dusaw also mbalits BulolAfo. The Busaw nas
n0 clear equivalent m Englsh bt it s belicved ro he o ﬂllﬂﬂmil_ll'l“ﬂ l‘-'EiﬂE that hag an all-
ancomypassing prasence i the Bla-an helief svstemn, Tt s perceived ag both guardian and
pumisher  fris called upon during the dyanda Ly srnd witness e 62 oeth, and to sanchon any
violaton of such varh.

Laswiny’s invecation. ! eall on the Susew of Amiaog und Afa, i Turon Cafean vislofes
the rerms of Dvandi, Fo ear his hear

4 piece of fresh Lo as and o piece of ruck were nacd during the ntual. Doth pacliss
wittle 511 on either 2ol of the Ju-as. AT 2 cerluin point Cuzing the ritual, cech parky wonld'cut
Tiiz and of the Te-as with one low, saving that ifhe iolated the Diyvandi, 12t his persen be cul
i the same way. Waith respect to the piece of mck, the words reciled wore somewhal, i
follorwes: 02 powerful rock, if vealares Riy words, § shelt koy vou on top of iz grove”

Atrer the Trvandy, the matter was considersd] sertled, horls aides are equally satisfed,
Mo mere killings happened. As @ matier of Tustom, ohe Cos 00 Mt ome's Dyvandi. Uhere s
alen the fear of the zanclions ot the Bosaw

Cete Yo 2. Dyandi: Bla-gn with Bla-wa. =

Thers is the dyvandi between Cnis Dumangin and Lafaayan, Thei conthel imvalved
the deeth uf several peopic. Using powesfiul guns hbke Aoalite and Curand rifles, both
cidcs kalled severzl peeple in 2 number of gunhatles m Ambi-o, part of Malandap in fne
rovaTn of Aalungon. This event elso happeoed during the period of martal Lo

W her they had their dyandi, they also called on the Busaw of Amiumng and the Busaw
of Bulol Alo And for compensation they gave each other kalabew and other HRIME.

Both pariics sat on the Tock, Wlile they fzet were jomed together, the Both ragited: 0
Tusaw. watch us. Yon will surely see wihen we violate the dyandi. When this bappens I shall
put this lu-as mic hiz 2offin when he dizs.”™

wohat du they devwith the heas? Tt is pwo anms length, and aboul the sue of TJ:mmb.lﬂ
v otzced berwesn them, each sat on evher end, Towards the end of the ritual, each would
cut with one siruke wboul sis ioches of his end of the lu-as, and then they would recils
sopether T elill «hive hes life in (s manner should he violate our dyandi.” .

A variabion o e words: “The Busaw shall slice his bifes the way | slice s lu-s5.

Case Voo 3. Dywardic Bla-an with the Bisapa,'*
e participanis 1o tis case were Lawoen Tokavdo snd Cesay Ureta, them. Mandu-od

Tiak and Cesar Diren, IEEP":E-:“-':.I'I'-\. g Puly Bato.
wowording to Lawon, m those davs, Ureta was acquiring lands from the Bla-aos- “Erof

A
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ez, he siidd, "oe ol a2 ':::it!.!”-l-'l'::.'TFJ"? Tat Tnwis Uretz whe sz bl fe v i chvanolio witliug,
bl and mzsel € in two sepecale corcimmiies,”

The purpoee of the dyandl was o pul g sig lo Ddsayans talang Tnacls wwae Tean e
I8la-onz.

Lavein dleseobed e proceduzz: “We sal oo e voek 1 oeul mey ened al e s ansl |
rezited this oath: "0 Busaw ol Arauturg, O Busao ol Ak, iThe ||.'-|"|.'.|'.:-I whar he hog done
[ aluzll slice s saul the way T o this lo-08." Fle skeed the lu-as rghe ot te madid le

Lreta did net cut ais ond of the Ju-ns; he wes eol expected wo Lawni s caplonidom
was: UL was g whe wanied him o alop what he was e, W comzsideredl i s ned
that vielae our mghds. We the Bla-ans Lave done nething wing agios? hic ™

Things acat mght sawe that dyandi.

Ciesie e, o Dpanddic Bla-an with Mostim 12

Late Mangge had a dvamds wilh Dats Samad of Columbie hecause Do Samad
wesspuzatd 1l0 the land of That Maogge This bappenad in e tioe o Prezicent Moreos

Caye Moy 5 Anediier Degordd wioh See MWeeslim

Thus wis e story ol Faly Mave, Hee laber, Almzkay Mava, had dvendio will: an
Admaesn [apumdanas Moslimd Dol Bakoozey and Toga o Lam Luwsay o Kolan Bia-n
akat Colvrobie) Divw Bakvogey ad pzied o Bla-an, Dok, e sister ol hee Bataern Da
Gakvngey 1s oo Tade-am oo BEooon Boo aod Togea was thew iedow The wavez ol Tinga
were Deay, Bazong aod Savamme Toe theee of T wee meees of by Gither

Wy did the Ble-ans have o Jvandi withothe Adnaen’ Falioy siood e ] was necause
of thetz meermarriepes with the Alnwaen, When she waz sill yousg, (e wene a nustiser ol
LBia-an men who macdied Alnawen women, There were oo eoallizls Bla-ans had weo poch
e N aenwone the Al v,

Fier uther had plenty of hoes, Bakungey gave o heeses, severad bo-og (heiel ol
corlner), zalabew and nehers, [ler Giller artoen gave e oices horses, ol olkens

sumareay Landavone infeorepied and added tha Bakoagey bl chaandy se that they
Ol Adnawen could ge w O place of e Bla-ies, aed zo e Qe would leel sofe poimp

thie ol amang the Bla-ans,
Cuse v 6, Ayvaeedi: Dt Masgpe wivk the Biverpar V!

Cesar Ll allepedly contimeed o acydue o lapads ficm the P-ans, Thees was o
dirnectare Tind imonld Danlag whick Tie bougil Tor 30000 pesos Gom Mandu-on Dok
some Bla-ans 307 St ey 51277 1ad a claim over the land becacse ol the small amaunt piven
fur i and were aot exactly quiet abowr il

Techoge more ingece veeauze of the atmosahere of disconiend anwng the Bla-ans, 1
w5 Liela himsel? who seughi the dyandi o settde the dssne. After the dyvendy, the e
Wik considered claged, But fhere wos o agrecment Ut ke, Ueedn would nad buch any
her Blacan langd

Lawon amd Sumangay viewed e Dvands us an opporiingty loaeselve o browang con

lim
i
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ane gereed 1o do it with Urcta was bee
e Wiy the Bla-ans Qgree cause he wyg o .
fict il le:ave and wealthy. The dyandi calls upon the Busaw of Amygy, i PLICE iy,

b ; 1]
as powerful, and requires an exchange of goods which Ureta could afforg, B and Afy g,

gtand wilness
Dyandi and Marringe

Aside from the spirit of brotherhood and pt:lace with one's d.}la_n\di. the aBreenent o
has its [ringe benefits especially to .thm:_ whe wish to rna_n‘::r their dyandi. The mnggndt
hride price can be lessened in consideration of the d!’*"ﬂdl_-' :

Faliay cites also the case of Cesar Ureta who, she said, wanted to marry Rabiay. g
sister-in-law of Tari Lasib in Lam-alis, Ureta wanted to be able to travel to I-ﬂﬂhm;:m %
peace but he was not sure of his safery. So, he had a dyandi with Tari Lasib, Now tha they
were hlood brothers, Tan accepled him and Ureta was able to many Kabi-ay, ™

Part 7
Marriage, Divoree, La nd Lost, Land Gained

The marriage mstitution among the Bla-ans is basically a parental transachion, The
sons and daughters who are the subject of transaction, have no choice but to obey their
parents. Marmage proposals normally emanate from the parents of the groom.

Marriage the Normal Way

There are three stapes followed in the normal search for a marriage partner. First, the
parents of the groom look for a prospective bride. There is no clear age range here. Some-
times, children in their fetal state are already the subject of a marriage proposal, subject o
fulfillment depending on whether the children would be of the opposite sexX. The transac-
tion becomes automatically nullified if they are of the same sex. "

Should they be of the opposite sex, a time will come when one family will inguire
alpout the fande or sign that would tell whether the ammangement was o be 1-'-'I-1|I5l-1-'|?’d or nat
The 1?l1'i!il- signals the start of the giving of the sunggod or bride price. While the children
are stll small, they would have this slefick-eban or the exchange of malong (fube-like B2
mient), which symbolize the unification of the two children. '™
mut‘;‘Z:‘r“‘_":: “]: the children have grown, the second stage of the marmiage *“““ﬂ"ﬂn
sy ma}_”l': ;Enfi;’“- At this point the price of the desired sunggod would be revealed

gt ready begin the actual exchange.'™ e pel
cxchanges of the sang m;h 5 Shird sigtey M morc it on TR ONRIRE S EOR e compli
with by the groaom’'s pgai TtEgm_ Whmw.:r. is demanded by the bride's p:fwiiﬁ alabe®
(carabarss), Wid (Ribic), and soepr ke e T top ol e bride’s P
al=o gives but this s 1:|5Iu:111Il 1 Sinenaie kel Lmbrans pmpcr!h:lil}- T 5 fior them w
receive more and give |E'-EE_EP.”I:53 it value than the groom's. The principle wa

e reached

[ Limes wilye o
wWhen Some sungeod has not been delivered yet, an agrﬂtmmﬂt \lll'D'l.]]:dh

k1
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wn the speciic dae. Tins secting of the date is called sikai-batyag. I no sunggad arrives
o the piven date, another kasfula process beging. The whale process of providing, and
eiving amd recewing sumpged is called kasfly '

I instanices when a family comnot afford to daliver, the Datu nr Boug Fulong's assis-
toe e =5 snhcied or he huvsel D would voluntarily intervene, either hy prowiding the material
requitennienis ur by fazilinating the barguining process. But il = afl up 10 the Bong Fulong. ™

Durmng the formal minriage ceremony, the bride wears a i or malong, the sedsvusd
lewmbl. and 50 on. The groom in lum wraps o gub e (headpicee) eo his head, hangs a fais
[pladed weapan] o Ins waist, puts on @ pair of pauts made of b or fraiak, aod Liamezs o
along, on Lz shoelderg, #

Mlalas - Marriage the Unusual Way

L mgtances when the man iz so desirous of o worman, he will force his way to obliin
Bz Mafas i one sueh wiay He would touel the woran, gy, vn the breast, with the (ulent
to enubsarmass e in public so thal she wonld net refise to roaery him during, the cunllict
serlement. Refisal to marry on the part of the gl iz 2 rave ooe uroence in Bla-an casiom, ™

Tz man weuld natwally be srought 4o e Beng Fulong, end, pleading guilly, meted
the uppropriate foes. The fines would become part of the sunguod if the girl apress to
waery bim. If nat, then they aie collected Ty the aprmeved [ranty, '

chere iz additional problem when $he soumn s marsied, i i sither apreen] or it be-
comes & hloodbath. The Wwshand sees oo thar, '+

Avnong the Bla-ans there whal 18 called afias, when the Tmshand 1saues a vhalle=nge 1o
Lze rransgres=or. The challznge s for the latter o lude 1n the fines| [or o given penod. If Le
will net B Jound. then he van have the weman. The s found, there would be 5 (zht and the
victen wall have the wowsn. IF the transgressor wins, he will Tave the wosag and he o
emyried [tom the fine '

Astanpal or Elopemend

lnstances of astungal vaually involve maned mdividualz, ¢ilbier one o both of thens,
The siarin becomes more comple it el of them ace maried 10 the woomin is marr vl
thwre 18 the msue of whetwr her sungpod would be remimed to her hushand, IE this is pot
rehrmed, then fighloy epsues

Froper setlement involves with whom the chifdien will Live, Llzually, 1f i was the arl
wa cloped, she would get the heys as a thom of penishonent, the projeclion being that in
he finure she und mer new paartne wll Tivve to pisy [ur the sungeod of the boyvs. Tlie aban
<uonedd husbaod will get the gisds becanse Te is bound 10 gain 1n the fulues whin the zirls
would be receiving then own sumegod ol their vwn marmisges '™

Sheuwid thers he any Tloeadbarhe, T thes [‘l-l_!jJE ]:-'hu'_:L!-J.'Ii=I 1= h!lZﬂJE‘J'II i and a |'_'|_-|.-a_'r|_|:|j fiol-
foaes

Tubed Lagi: Marriage unyd Milo

s part ol Bla-as adar or cos o Taw e ipealve selalives in the ACCUTILE O F Sl
I Alredt . q1ig LEE
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it the febed lag: soems to be TYpic ally Bla-an. Fipding 2n squivalput in EH_EJEE]_I 15 Tt b
mmpoesible. But the practice is his way. Tu the words of Lﬂ?-'?ﬂ Tﬂkﬂ_‘:’f’ﬂ; 1f hiz only o,
wAzhes to mamy, he (the fther) could @y o the relarives of his wafe m other places ang
irSorm them -;:-i:Th: forthcoing mamage of his sor, and that ke needs their 2ssistance and
s that he would be doing the milo. The respomsipility to provide the sungeod is now
neatly shifled mw the family of his wife. And because e was domg the milo, he would not
teave until his dernands are satistied.'

Trivorce

Divoree amone the PBla-ans is an accepiod reality and 13 appropriately pravided for n
custamary lw This can be & voluntary decision on (he pert of the married couple. In this
a5z, no sunggod is Teturned.  Whers the wafe leaves the husband, she has to return bis
sungeed. Where the wife is sbduzted by annther maz, then one torm of settlement is for that
athar man o repay the husband s sunpgod, '

The muiding principle o: the returz ol the sunggud is the sssue of who is &t fauit. 11 the
gungpod 15 nof retorned, then some killing is likely (v happen. The consideration of the
sunpgod 1 fundamental in determinmg whe should get what children. This is why it @
comsidered a reward i (he girls are given to fe father; e wkes (heir sungeod when it 15
cheir fiam % get married, T the husband i at fauls, ot onty will the wife demand [or addi-
tonal sungead, bul she will also get the grls. T can also be e device o discourags e
hushand from lesving, if the wile doss not wunl (o separate from the hushbapd. '™

Sunggod and Loss of Bla-an Lands

Bla-ans in Danlag claim fat, in times of coononie difficuliies, tey would morngage
{sarda) theu lands at a low price o the Disaya so that they would have moeney [or 1he
suppood, And since they eould not redeem the mortgage, they would normally lose their
lands by default. How sxplain thes develepment? ™

In the heginning, they said, they were ool selling their lands oo the Bisaya, but with the
intredustinn of money oto their lives come also the concept of selling or meking meney
fron selling. Kastala was leapsacted purely on the basis uf sachunge of matenial goods. Bur
will rrsaney, they also leamned o mnmgage {sanda) and sell their lands.'™ )

The selling of land did not bappen right away, At ficst, they pawoed (saoda) their kalyak
(mvealle propertes), then they sold them %hen they ran out of kalyak, they fawncd their
kalabew (carahans} and kuda (horses). Then when their kalabew aod kuda were gone, this
Wi w]_;;n they sarted o dispose of their lands, either throuph sanda or sale. Economic
difficulties weare the conunen reason for kalyak or ammal or Jand disposition, and part of
these eoonomuc Jifficeliies, as bas been noted carlicr, is when they nesded muney for de
sumpid

Carlier, it 15 noted that Jands were sometimes acquived theough mamiape. This ime
land 15 lost also through the sunpeod in marriage

an
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Par1 §
Disposal of the Dead

Iraditionaliy, the Bla-ans have several ways of disposing of their dead Burial in the
ground, hanging the corpse up on 8 tres tnzerting rthe cadaver mie the wunk of a oee.
abardoning the budy m the house where the person died and the bouse uself, or just aban-
damerd the hady where the person died. In each case, there 15 the element of respect and or
hwve for the departed. There 1 also the fear of the evil spurits thal may have brought about
the death of the beloved

Wavs ol INspasing of the Dead

Fursal 1o the Bla-ans simply wrapping the dead 1n a ralled mat, binding this with hue-as
o rattan, and burying it™*

[ enstances where the bereaved have ne one to help out, the dead 15 merely left m the
hioune where they died and the house and bady are abandaned. Letting the body alone o the
house 5 an cxpresston of love. Death is always associated with tasu or bad luck bad spirits
which 15 why the hiving must move out.'™

Crbers are merely tied several fest up a tee. This happens when somebody is kitled in
g nunneng bartle an the forest and there waz little nme 1o look after the dead. Bur in instances
when there 1= no material time, then the body is just left where st fell

In cases wheee a coffin is prepared. what they do 15 cur the trunk of 2 sizeable kleto tree
which 15 preferred because of its sofiness, then the maide 1s carved out, snd the body is
nsericd into the opening. The burial follows.'™

Hide and Seck with the Bong Lebe

[here 1 also @ ime when the famely of the deceased would ke pains to conceal the
corpae from the Bong Lebe. Snatching the cadaver and hiding it 10 tam 15 one way by which
the Hang Lehe 14 able 1o prove hus self-worth. There are storses of the bereaved and the
Baong Lehe being engaped in a tug of war over the corpse. In such instances, the story goes,
i party mwy just énd up with a porton of the body, and then the hide and seek goes on '

Known Burial Grounds

Although the Bla-ans do not have permanent bunal grounds — because they in fact
bury theis dead anywhere, according to the respondents — they nonetheless have known
bural grounds in the Danlag-Fula Bato ares. These inclode Bulbol Sol-ihan, Bulol Lang,
Bulol Kleb. Bulol Lam Lus, Bulol Lam Kale, Bulol Lansed, Bulol, Kiutang, Bulol Lansiman,
Bulul Astang. Miussong, Tukay, Bulol Law, Bulol Lam Kwa, Bulol Gulambeng, Bulol
Lrulamwag, Bulol Gumangkay, nd Bulol Alfiras. These are shared bunal sies for Danlag
and Puls Barg Bla-ans, '™

LY
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: o velatives, Gathes, brothers, or even e mother, BT
Lo heaven, S0, e dipect teltves, Cathes. b il gep) o ki)

v person ot (e purpose. one sl by the Taolies aba Bong Tele o 4 Dy
gy perEnnt :

{hix

o s

] [t [ -
Sl el sammeone has been killed, The condition al’ the COrpse i,

' ! vis Fi . s -8 5 .'I s i : .
P e i called atimnelnw, Bul ety e s ey <2, boos When the decision js gy

dead wonld nat be but

e pernals 1 i b aivaree slale ol decampos Lo W lis S8 partant i 1 i
i’ UL L kel D

e st aceampaity lis soul 1o even
Alalu: Parting YWish

When deatls coMEs UPeR ORE SPOTSE 10 4 mareied canple, @ ritual called mal i doge
Uhe lrvine spouse would express los sl ot the burtel. e woudd put o Geot an (e
celf ar ewe the colfin s lighn ek LEid s b swislt mot L ey again, foe exnngple, e

withd oapress s night there, Here 8 sampde al o wishs Yoo e dead new, you are no
Tomeer heve, | stop o vour codlin beeanse you have Lsle Do Do e, Decanae you ave lefi

. T i LEETE L =y sl o P 1
e T citgal s an afloneeon tal Jeath siauals the end of o latiomship.

Tary ®
Bla-an Practives in Farming aond Llealing

Fanpeinge vl b are i distinet achvite: and miy noi be so easy 1o ot
e AL Wigeaps. bull |1=.-I'-C||'-"\._':‘~ aeveal o s [ o I.:ll'll.‘l'-.'i-:.“-'-' iluat is '-'II'ISI'.']:I'- .le'«.'il.'li.'b"lf.l‘.":[:l will
ety see Tremeelies 0 reiten o ature amd it resonrees, Uhese llow s 1o Lk
Sapet o the peyehe of the Bla-ans
Favaing Practices

W hen oo wpens o new cleasog, the el siep i the process is valled st l“':"'"‘ﬁ

YIS i area t be cleared, A tius pomi the person respumisibly will eall u]::'.'ﬂui' s
anwgar o7 e owen bacd o ek e TR LHRH AR TR sevand o Lareaden PP WE:“'J‘“I"'[.'WT
praspects ol wond or bad harvest. e alse invokes the assistuace of Blatsk Falt 12 ok ‘:n'lu:
meand Bl Bk as wated cacdier swas oie ancestor w Ble-an [ulklare {3
aseembad v Resven with Salel, 17 s now called Blatik Fali, the beovenby St e 1781
the coieet e G planime | See pact 4 above |

Bl Tollow their e calendar Bor their fivning aelivities
b e damne s chean rhe :.'.'.llllq:_xu_'““ =

Latliong vs e e Tor bamue
Fubeng v the e |

| i

"‘:.Ill\.

o plantng, '

Fi "
Pommzol Vadvel s the

- gl

e Fon e a1 . . ) 1o Ty Gt

BILs I e i 1 ey "':"\"h‘l':;' :\‘"-I'-'.-\.-l'." |.||.|:: LR |'\-"'\|I.'".'|”-I-"' [ IJ- L
ket T 'I:.Il".":';:l"'\-i-' Lix |-':-|.|f.l1
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Dingan Kuanto s rarves! bme. Bafore the ac gl harvesbng, yne does the vitual nf
by rifisa "-'ﬂ.'- Cane bz sevennl stalks of rics, akes o Erazis Tom he undle and
mex ez Wit e rics that is being conked The Bla an belis® iz thas <is will ineregss the
guartity of the rice that wil] subsecuently he cooked a:z wel

el Mo one 2lae

a5 lhe noe that will be har-
& alluwed 10 iouch the Tundle 2 ept the owner, Something i1l s certain
abfhe! poyane ese, like becomng B, peming sick or expericncing @ bloatng of the
stomach,™
Fhe ewr activily aller harvesing is the sl aba fof o aree granary in the uulﬂdl
of e vz Tield. A cwheel-like contraption is installzd al the posts o =20 fol seep ihe rals
frocztelrnoimg we '
awi Lany s nesl This s the Ume T ani=ar clegs ng, wljpvent o the previocsly
enlrvated aren ws muck as passible. The ide s te allow T previoss lot e lay fallow, Or
wne may decide e move to uaotar area further away, which imphizs that anc has o Tuild
ancUies house, too, Tawon eibes ©12 case of Dat Ma u;—,'_-;ﬁ whomoves framDanlag o Larmalis,

yei b relams edaeship of his cleanng in Dankae, Aand he ay renns 5o il ss he pleases

simo Dita @l Simo B8 Tana (Healing Practices)

e Dli-ans belicve tul svervihing in palurs, evars tiee, cvey v vk, every rever, and so
s wwned and poasded by a spitin Thos, when o Bla-an bacomes sick, sy, atter coming
e [roan bes almign, The conciuzing (s thal this was the warking o the spint whick cwned
fhe Jeg than he may Tz il on, or the warer whers ne ook a dipoin, oy (e case may he -

The hea e provess, (heeefore, mevolves a teal et s direcred al placatne oF expel-
ling the concerned spinng, '

Phe azalar iz ooy vy Wie goiiedor or the ofvve or eoe who PORSCREEy (e PORGY T aks
e perze s sjncs, sven e busaw, nototherwdise seiceveble by ordinasy people. The almg-
we ks how Lo beal, Sow Lo placae spitiss or Dow 1o expel bad spirits Gom dae s,

Phees e teo grades o heahnpg vitugls, $12 sieio ofite and Lhe sinee o ng. Sime di s
emnpdiy sl Tur ordinary sinesszs. Here, reen inds of spoils are called vpon far assislance.

thee Lafin sl the Lo-os Xlogen, the latter being the more powsrlal af e beo. The 1itgal 1z

vondretzd i e house ol w2 sk And the presiding Tealer 1 callzd Tamlo lagen, Goly
2 chichen s vsed in the cmal, the dewmils of whech we oeed not go ol bere 5 Jas

dcantahion will reveal the Bla-en view ofthe saivit, The all 1o Latun which i done pwies
s oo
“Luitn, Latie, eome az:d help o gick, ake away Loy sickness, J.‘-:'m:.'ﬂ-'-.'.‘ the bed
spirts that canze:d I|‘|-.: sickness. Coine now, evecyllong o prepared, e bead of e
chackes, e Tiver, e entranls, e giezad all the pars af the holy, these have all
been propared far won 1™

The zall 16 1o Klugao, 05 nwd sl il

Cloe-in Klazan, coone uyve |||.:| Fosk enow aver heae, |;'.'|;-|::.'|:I1i|'|tg theat hag Tieen
prepared Tor youl iz e e the gaezand, every pat ol e checkes s bere, avEry-
i Please come and bely our gizk.” 7

Phe sick o5 1% Dmse oo be Jees Adler the Tost osagihn |I a% pEels the 1ey oF e rice an u
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ihe chicken 1 disreihieted to the members af [he entire household "™

hﬁ.;ﬂﬁ e ¢all to Lafun or La-es K lagan, the pagdangas follows. Thiz i the ;
thumb and the forefnger whedier or ot Lafn or Lo.og y,., 1

Sujermmining WAtk the . : :
dels spcanrations el have come as requested, ' 422D by,

heen reached by the , |
wipnn O land 18 resuried to for the more sel 15 CHSEE. T_lu: ritual iz held ag
soifie thiee alma-os we 1n action aud three spinls, the Lafun, the Lo-os Klagsg LTl
Ralye we called upos m G8sts: in the healing of the sick, The latter 15 also khown ATan &l:
Eargnadal Bl-an as Smanan Nami. T'he rinial requires Twa chickens, the putting un grp..

. sted -h - 5 tn Facs s ,F . . Fuft'l'.'u
srpall stractores, cach ahout 1 | mitsr, ahaul seven to nins feet in heipht, and the Tong je

i

5] gmu.u:l

mude of rattan leaves.

Srranan Mama meany that the spirt dues not cat rice, only mama (betel nury chaye:
uxd mote puwerful than Lafun and 1.o-os Klagan, One of the chickens is butehesud :ﬂlﬁ
couked aod the other, the Tooster, shall be kepl alive and cared tor, If the racstepremyi,
healtly and active, after picking the riee placed on the head of he sick, then hegick pegng
will get well: if the ropster shuws 2 declining health, then the sick parson will nat survive 1

Adlechument A
¢omparative Bli-an Lumad Populatien
in Davao Del Sur, South Cotabato, Sultan Kodaral,

C'otabate & Magnindanao Based On Mother Tongue.
by Municipality, 1970 & 1990 Censuscs

Crmpaled by B, B, Rodil

FROYTHCE!

MUMICIPALITIES R=yl e, 1580 U4

Snufi Cotubeto
Alahc] 5 RE3 14.44
Bange 1EY 1.07 %411 327
Gen. Sates Cily 3,518 4.1l 5,001 2,20
Lilan 718K 1597 L7l L& hE
Kiamba 222 L3 87 (22
Feremadal LT 213 3,454 122
Leke Sehn 39 nlt
Magsim 1,351 7.85 2 668 o 94
“inhain 40 (.16
Malapatay, 31545 17.73 13,484 37.22
Malumgun 2,104 1542 4332 747
“uraly 317H 1141 160 ':"4?
Pl ol 217 ti-:El 3,434 3.B3

42



I_|E!u LR B RODL
Surallah | 444 Aln
1"kboli 2,190 H.8%
Tampacan 7T 17 1.5322 714
Tantangan BlG 511 563 2.14
Tiipi 1,724 1h.32 T.523 1741

Mawva del Sur

Ranzalan 34 HAT
Mavaco City 03 1.1
Migas Rl 008
Cian Marcelino 11,231 40.42
Haponow 23 012 0 .03
fose Akad Santas i3, 304 2.15 7,505 17.01
Fablawan L Q.03 1751 11.81
Magsayzay 1,294 6.23 3501 9210
Malalag 241 (LG5

Salita 4 =04 10,62 TTG .l
Matanao PR kiG] 2263 Tl
Sante Crug 21 (.04
Bantis Marm 11 ARIE]
Saranpani 5565 a7.11
mulop wy I e Lz R

Sudean Kudarat

H..]_[-_lll'lll':lﬂ}-‘.lll 154 TN 11 MR
Calurmbie 2011 9.09 3569 2036
Kularmunsig 142 L.20

Lutayun 135 .40 330 1.58
Facuraig i [;.{12
[ tatalialn

Carnimnen i

Foahacan 51 0,10
Eodapawan 223 0,30
b lang nw2 .95
Makilala 1 0.0
i T TR N 0.0
FPres. Roxis : &

lalunan Hah 34n L.675 5.33
Mapuindanao )
[Hnaip g1 1.0

Buluan 18 (30

Sultan sa Barongs 22 004
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e Smtonview Lawan Tokaydd: Cranlae Tobal Counoud ueniber; Legar ﬂ‘l--ﬂul..un

iatkect .
: P Rato Trinal Coundil meimber - Dahma Gutsan. 20 Danlag Tobdd Clustiag aud
o ".:i-&. il -!.._. bl L il I
wreng Grieat, 30, Dimlag: Tribal Cognenl ASaSERE Fribal Chieftam Duenlzg Apel 3
19436, They ull contriluted 1o M Getadls of the #orTs.

A
PRI

Calleemee merview with Sumansmy Landayon and Fabay Mayo, Danlag, Apnd 2, 1995,

Collesr e mrenview wirth Lawoen Tekavds, Fahay Mave, sumeneay Landayong, Danlag,
pnd 7L 396

wlleciive wiery e with Fatben Mosslvo, Danlue, Apnl 4, L9

b JI'.I"!LI

* dhid

Pudlecnve mterview wath Tawen Tokayda, Cesar Mandu-on, Lucin Tokaydo, Hulmﬂ?:.d‘
Landavong. and Mavevn Tagwaio, Danlag, Apoil 3, 1996 Tlus writer was also at the |ast
Leg oche honaoy surves op o e rr-boundary hetween Danlag, Lam-alis and Salo2-

v odenmve merview with Lawon Tokavdo, Fulisy Mayu, and Swrwngay, Doanlag, Aprd 7,
'!l\.:|||_:I 4 p
Callectve IluL-:-."- ew with - Lanon Tokavio, Danl s Tribal Coune:! member; {esdl

T 1 - = P—

."-1..]|..'.|-\.|.1.:|:~q‘—_. P-.-l k| E-J-.IZI 1 I'I!'. IR I\.'l|'|_-~\.'|| SITHICT DJ.II'I'I.L: SLLSATIL .Lfi‘ Dllﬂlﬁ-g T['lhﬂ] I:_—I'JEJ
.__l:.n 1.1-:.-I~E~rt:l l:-l.li:'i-'l-'L| 0 Danfae Iobal Counsil Ausicranr Tribal Chistain; Dianlag.
.“p.; 2 1E They all contmbuted to1he detyils o the stary. Alsa wath Lm-.-n::-nTﬂlﬂ.'rﬂ"“
Panlag, May 13, 1996 -
okt Ff“r.-.,: |.|.1'-."|-.|_|:1, with Tawan Toks wyrlni: Dranis 5

s . . ar
ITibal & -il member: 55
Manduon, 22, Pula Bas Tohal & bl Coumei

fhal imember, Malma Guisan, 26, Danlag Tribal Chiet
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tain, 2nd fvena Triisan, 30, Dacfag Triva: Conocil Azsistuz Inhal Clhueftei, Daalag,
Aol 21599 They all comiibuted tn (e defails uf the slasy. Alsaw it I
Cranlag, hMay |3, 1966 '
Collective terview wish L
7, Iunhg

awion Tokayda,
aweh Tokaydn, Fatay Maya, and Stmengey, Danlag, Apnl

|'.'.'I-"|'
] .'. l..'l '.'.

i
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Taied
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