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The Salsila or the Family tree from the Arabic "Silsilah" is the 
written genealogy of the Tausug nobility. It contains heroic deeds and 
significant events. It is jealousy kept by the Sulu nobility and is written in 
the jawi <Arabic) script (see page 3). If one claims to be a royal datu or 
chooses to be a sultan, the sa1sila serves as a proof that he is a descendant 
of Prophet Muhammad, though the first Sultan of Sulu. Sultan Sharif ul 
Hashim Abubakar (r, 1450-1480). Today the salsila is recited in the 
homes of the elite for the instruction of the datus and sultans' children. 

According to Tan, the sarsilas and luntars are royal genealogies 
and annals and were written in the native language or jawi, although 
some recent sarsilas such as the one in the possession of the Datu Tuban 
Family of Jolo have appeared in the modern script. These sources, by 
their very nature, were therefore, confined in usage and influence to the 
ruling sector of society and were not within the access of the Muslim 
masses. The sources were never reproduced for mass consumption but 
were closely guarded and kept for the exclusive benefits of the royal class 
(1982:112). 

The author, Dayang Dayang Fatima Lana Rita Sitti Jamala·Rah Kiram II was educated 
in Notre Dame of Jolo from her primary grades through college with a BA in English and 
History with the Highest Academic Achievements. She likewise finished a Bachelor of 
Laws at the Lyceum of the Philippines in Manila. She took her MA in English & 
Comparative Literature at the UP Diliman. She is a descendant of Sulu Sultan 
Alimudclin I whose sketch appears on page 7. A researcher-writer, Princess Rita has done 
ell..'tensive research on Tausog folklore. At present, she is a full professor and Chair of the 
Literatlll'e Department of the College of Arts & Sciences, University of Southeastern 
Philippines in Davao City. 
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Therefore, royal tarsilas or salsilas contain the following, namely: 
1. A genealogical account of the reigning sultans; 2. The linkage to 
Prophet Muhammad tlu·ough Sharif ul Hasim Abubakar, who came to 
Sulu and established the sultanate; 3. The introduction of Islam and the 
relation with other states like Sumatra, Java, Jahore, and Brunei: 4. And 
other credentials of royal ties to rule a people as religious leaders of the 
community. 

The reproduction of salsilas may have relevance to the Sabah 
(North Borneo) claim and may strengthen the propriety as well as the 
sovereign right of the real Sultan of Sulu over Sabah. This is perhaps the 
reason why another salsila associated with Buansa claimant needs to be 
reproduced in this study to shed light on the question of ''Who is the real 
Sultan of Sulu? " "And who are the regents of the Sulu Sultanate?" 

In the buansa salsila, North Borneo (now Sabah) was ceded to the 
Sulu Sultan Alimuddin I in 1698 by the Sultan of Brunei, Sultan 
Muhuddin, as a token of ~ratitude for Sulu's war aid. In 1769 (Majul, 
1973:132; the Buansa salsila; 1 ·22) the Sulus under the leadership of 
Datu Raja Muda Israil (later Sultan Israil I), the son of Sultan Alimuddin 
I, fought the Orang Tedong (Tiruns) of Kuran and Berow and forced them 
to pay tribute. On January 22, 1878, Sultan Jamalul Alam leased North 
Borneo to the British North Borneo company represented by Bar 
Gustavus von Overbeck. The lease expired in 1978 and the soverei;: 
right should have returned to the descendants of Sultan Alimuddin I. 

Relation to History 

The other three namely, the Maimbung salsila, as report d b 
Saleeby (1980), the Pat?rul Salsila, as_ repr~duc~d by ~ajul (1973) a:d th~ 
Dalrymple salsila (MaJul, 1973) vers10n differ m a significant w fr 
the aforementioned Buansa salsila. But the difference as well ay ohm . h 1 l dim . as t e similarities has relation to t e cu tura ens1on of the issu T 
Maimbung salsila was reported by Saleeby and was made avail eh. 1 he 

. h p . Mini" t f' a e to him by HadJ'i Buto Abdul Baq1, t e rrme s er o Sultan J 
amalul 
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Kiram II. It contains a short chapter on the original and later settlers of 
Sulu and enumerates seventeen rulers from Sultan Sharif ul-Hashim to 
Muhammad Alimud Din II. 

Sur3t 1 • Paduk:1 P::inolyan lnchl J omlla to 1he Govornor of Sulu 
Put I SURAT KASULTANAN 

Sur.it 1 - Paduka Pangly.1n Inch! Jamll.1 lo tho Govomor of Sulu 

Baha lnl surat dJin ha laymanghud In Peduko Pang,yun ;nch1 Jan,Ua 
dumatung marl ha laymanghud· In Gubernador di lrn Ttanggl

1 
MagpahaU oku kaymu In Sultan welsh na maka nUut Yedlu na 
nakntulak pa kapuh-an nagpanayam-nayam k.ilnduh 1111. nula na lsab 
In anak mu hi MawalM wal.1h p., makedalung doln ho kopuh-~n Dlln 
da kum.:1n ,1la makad.:itung, nmpa hfpasambog lumly.:i ln surol mu 
lban lsab ~ amanJr.sa oku bang bunnal mai'lglh ln pAmsohon mu, bang 
way da uiul ku Ampa tumuhay da In dan, 1umlb.1w du tuucl nku ~:J 
taymanghud ku Uyu dain duun so lam duwae dn kumnn r1ku kaymu 
Tammalul killa rn 

Part I, LETTERS OF THE SULTANS 

lo tter No. 1 

This ls tho loltor from a slslor, Pdduko Pi11\gly.ln lnchl Jamllu 
oddrtH,sed to .:i brother, tho Governor of Sutu. I wish tn In form you of 
tho letter you sent lo your ch1!d Ulo Sultan that II wa:; not reca(11cd a!l 
he had alroady loft lor the lr.1Jnds for consultntlon with his pcoplo 
Ldta·1.1s0. also, your child, MoWcJ ll1I, hJd nol boon ad11f~ed lo answer 
your letter I aLm Ilka lo confirm If ll 1s !rue thal you ore no t fooling 
wall, If you h.lvo no .Jilmonl otharwtse, whon lho rood dries up 1 
:

8
" 3~~1! will v1srt my brother La!Jlly, pcoet? .:ind th :mksgl\/lno lrc;n 

Sample of jawi from Sa11111e/ Tan's col/ec1io11 p11blished by the National Hisrorical fllstiture, pp. /-2, /995. 

Dalrymple listed the Sulu rulers while in Sulu in 1761 (Majul, 
1973). His list contains the names of the Sultans from the first to Sultan 
Muhammad Alimud Din I whom he helped restore to the throne in 1764_ 

Dalrymple' s list 

1. Sultan Serif 
2. Kama-al-odin 
3. Maharaja Upu 
4. Pangeran Boddiman 
5. Marahom Tang-a 
Maimbung Salsila 

1. Sultan Sharif 
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2. Sultan Kamalud Din 
3. Maharaja Upu 
4. Pangeran Budcliman 
5. Sultan Tanga 

6. Marahom Bongso 6. Sultan Bongsu 
7. Jal Alodin Marahom Karamat 7. Sultan Narisud Din 
8. Sitecabil Ampy 8. Sultan Karamat 
9. Sahabodin 9. Sultan Shahabud Din 
10. Sapheodin 10. Sultan Shapiud Din 
11. Mahomud Badorodin 11. Sultan Nasarud Din 
12. Mahomed Nassarodin 12. Sultan Muizzid Din 
13. Mahomed Allimodin I 13. Sultan Alimud Din 1 
14. Mahumud Mo-i-jodin 14. Sultan Israil 
15. Mahamud Allimodin II 15. Sultan Alimudin II 
16. Mahamed Allimodin I 16. Sultan Sarapud Din 

17. Sultan Alimud Din III 

However, Majul utilizes the list of Sultans found in the Patikul 
salsila which according to him was the most comprehensive list. The following is the listing in the Patikul salsila: 

1. Sharif ul-Hashim 
2. Kama ud-Din 
3. Ala ud-Din 
4. Amir ul-Umara 
5. Muizz ul-Mutawad Din 
6. Shah Nasil· ud-Din Ula 
7. Sha Muhammad ul-Halim 
8. Batara Shah 
9. Muwallil Wasit 
10. Nasfr ud-Din Akhir 
11. Sala ud-Din 
12. Ali Thani 
13. Azam 
14. Al Haqunu Idn Wali ul-Ahad 
15. Shahab ud-Din 
16. Shafi ud-Din 
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17. Bf.ldar ud·Din 
18. Na1:Jar ud·Din 
19. Azim. ud·Din l 
20. Muizz ud·Din 
21. Muhammad Israil 
22. Azim. ud· Din 
23. Sharaf ud·Din 
24. Azim utl-Din III 
25 . Ali ud-Din 
26. ShakiruUah 
27. Jamalul·Kiram. 

But the Buansa salsila was recently discovered and contains a 
longer listing of sultans. It was told orally in 1900 and retold in 1917 and 
1932 by Pangian Lana Fatima Albaini Jamalah·Rah, the only daughter of 
Sultan Jamalul Kiram I, to Datu Salip Rajamuda Bassal Pulalun. This 
salsila, which also has jawi script, is then called the Buansa salsila since 
Pangian Sitti Jam.ala resided in Buansa, the old name of Jolo. The 
following are the Sultans in the Buansa Salsila: 

1. Sharif Hashim Abubakar 
2. Kamaluddin 
3. Amirul Umara 
4. Muizzil Muttawassin Upoh 
5. Nasifuddin Awwal Dirugan 
6. Pangiran Buddiman 
7. Batarasa Sha Taga 
8. Muwalli] Wasit Raja Bungsu 
9. Nasiruddin Ahir 
10. Salahuddin. Karam.at (Baktir) 
11. Sahabuddin 
12. Safiuddin 
13. Bararuddin Awwal 
14. Nasaruddin 
15. Alimuddin I 
16. Muizuddin (Bantilan I) 
17. Israil I 

5 
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Alimud Din II 18. 
19. Sarafuddin 

R. TUBAN 

20. Azimuddin Sali (Alimuddin III) 
21. Aliyudclin I 
22. Sakirawllah 
23. Israil II 
24. Aliyuddin II 
25. Tuma nggung Bantilan Aranan 
26. Jamalul Alam 
27. Muhammad Pulalun 
28. Jamalul Alam 
29. Baran1ddin II 
30. Aliyuddin III 
31. Hai·un Ar Rasid 
32. Jamalul Kiram II 
33. Sarafuddin II 
34. Tuban Aranan Wizer Kiram Alimnrndin I 

December 2012 

The Dakymple's list mentions two names, Sitecabil Ampy and 
Badorodin which are not found in the Maimbung Salsila. The latter adds 
the names of Nasirud Din and Isra'il which aTe missing from t he 
Dakymple's list but are found in the Patikul salsila. 

The list of the Patikul salsila, as 1·eported by Majul, adds ten more 
Sultans who are not found in the Maimbun~ salsila. These sultans are: 

3
_ 

Ala ud·Din; 4. Amirul·Umai•a; 6. Shah Nasir ud-Din Ula; 14. Al Ha 
Idn Wali ul·Ahad; 17. Badar ud-Din; 25. Ali ud-Din I; 26. Shakirt;llunh~ 

Kir a ' and 27. Jamalul ·am. 
' The significance of the difference is in the fact that the . 

. h p til 1 1 il h re is an inclusion of more names m t e a .m sa s a t an in the M . b 
. aun ung salsila This presumably leads Ma3ul to conclude that the Patik 

1 
I . 

· · d h c u sa sila is the most comprehensive an t erei:ore more reliable th 
· 1 il an t he Dakymple's list or the Mallllbung sa s a. 

On the other hand, the Buansa salsila does not mentio S tl 
Ali Thani (12) Azam (13), and Al Haquno Ibn Wali Ul·Ah ad (l

4
n)} t tans 

' · · h B 1 ·1 · · w 10 ar e included in the Patikul salsila. T e uansa sa s1 a is _drffe rent from the 
Patikul salsila. It includes more names of sultans wh1ch a t e rn. . . 

• • r.:: N ifud 1 · issu1g lU the Patikul salsila, such as the followmg. v. as cm Awwal Dirugan; 
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24. Aliyudclin II; 25. Tumanggung Bantilan Aranan; 27. Muhammad 
Pulalun; 28. Jamalul Alam; 29. Bararuddin II; 30. Aliyuddin III; 31. 
Harun AT Rasid; 32. Jamalul Kiram II; 33. Sarafudclin II; and 34. Tuban 
Aranan Wizer IG.ram Alimmudin I. 

It is important to mention that following Majul's observation the 
Buansa salsila, which has a longer list of sultans, is thus more reliable 
than the Patikul salsila and represent the most authentic. Sultans in the 
Buansa salsila represent various and legitimate houses that claims to 
successional right. The houses established by the following sultans: 
Sultan Alimuddin I (r. 1735· 1773), Sultan Muizzudin (Bantilan I) (r. 
1784·1763), Sultan Shakirullah (r. 1808·1823), and Sultan Jamalul 
Kiram I (r. 1823-1842). They were not dissolved but continued to exist in 
their respective centers during the periods of rivalries and conflicts. For 
example, in the House of Sultan Alimudclin I, the descendency is from 
Sultan Alumuddin I to Israil I, to Agimudclin Sali Wimuclin III), to 
Tumanggung Bantilan Aranan Alimuddin IV, to Tuban Wizer Aranan 
Alimuddin I. In the house of Sultan Muizudclin (Bantilan I), the 
descendency is from Sultan Muizuddin Bantilan I to Alimudclin II, to 
Bantilan III, to Tumanggung Bantilan Aranan Alimuddin IV, to Tuban 
Wizer Aranan. In the house of Sultan Shakirullah, the descendency is 
from Sultan Shakirullah to Israil II, to Aliyudclin III, to Tuban Wizer 
Aranan Alimuddin I. In the house of 
Sultan J amalul Kiram I , to Sultan 
Pulalun, to J amalul Alam, to 
Bararuddin, to J amalul KiTam II. 

As shown in the Maimbung 
salsila ends with Alimuddin III while 
the Patikul salsila ends with Jamalul­
KiTam. Obviously, the Kiram house is 
being focused in these two salsilas 
simply because in the Maimbung 
salsila (no. 17) and the Patikul salsila 
(no. 24) Alimudin III is the son of 
Sultan Sarafuddin and the Kirams line 
connects with him through 
Jamalul_Kiram, the son of Alimudclin 
III. Hence, there seems to be no break 
in the line of the Kirams to the 
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Sultanate. However, in the Buansa salsila, Sultan Alimuddin III (20) was 
the son of Sultan Israil I and he was popularly known as Aggimuddin, an 
adopted son of Sultan Alimuddin I (Reber. 1966:77·78). The Buansa 
salsila, presents Datu Israil Maulnna, who pretends to rule as Sultan 
Alimuddin III in 1805. He was the son of Dayang Dayang Fatima 
Piandao, the daughter of Sultan Sharifuddin. He was nominated by his 
mother, Dayang Dayang Fatima Piandao to succeed his grandfather 
Sultan Sharifuddin. According to the Sulu Sultanate law, no female 
descendant can claim the throne unless nominated by her father. Princess 
Piandao was not nominated by her father, Sultan Sharifuddin. Datu Israil 
Maulana (or Alimuddin III to his mother) was neither nominated by his 
grandfather Sultan Sharifudclin to succeed him. So he was not a Sultan of 
Sulu but a reigning datu of Maimbung, a town in Jolo island, where he 
and his mother resided. Sultan Alimuddi.n III (Datu Israel Maulana) died 
at the same time (same date) with his grandfather, Sultan Sultan 
Sharifuddin I in 1805. This fact cast doubt on the strength of the Kiram 
claim to the Sultanate because the !Gram line is traceable to Datu Israel 
Maulana, a son of Maranao datu and Dayang Dayang Fatima Piandao 
the daughter of Sultan Sharifuddin. According to Majul "the daughter of~ 
Sultan could become sultana (pangyan) provided her husband was a r 1 
datu or she married a royal datu within seven days after demise 

0
/{!r 

father (Majul, 1964:6). In such case, her husband could becom lt 
The husband of Dayang Dayang Fatima Piandao was not a Taue su anl. · sug roya datu but a Maranao datu. Thus, Dayang Dayang Piandao ld 

h b d cou not become sultana because her us an was a Maranao datu. 
The emergence of several claims to the sultanate of Sul 

tTaced to the time when Sultan Sakirawllah died in 1823 As u can be · reveal d · the Buansa Salsila, there was chaos or disorder in the sultan t e 111 

because there were four claimnants to the throne: 1. Sultan~ e ~f Sulu, 
Patikul; 2. Sultan Jamalul Ki.ram I of Maimbung; 3. Sultan Alisrail !I of 
of Buansa; and 4. Sultan Tumanggung Bantilnn Aranan Alimuf~ddin II 
Parang. The latter later transferred to Dungan, Tawi·tawi Ob •~ IV of 
upon Sultan Sakirawllah's death, the power of the Sul~ viously, 
disintegrated or was shared by the four claimnants, who wcr ~ultanate 
each other, wh~ refuse~ to j~in forces under one leader. Whil: Jt~~0

~
1s_ of 

claimants, Israil II, Aliyuddm II and Tumanggund Bantilan Ali th1~e 
IV were fighting with each other, Sultan Jamalul Ki.ram waited f'lllUddin ' h · · or th to be exhausted. Then he took t e opporturuty to s1t on the tht· · em 

one with 
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the support of his men from Maimbung. As a result of their civil strife, 
Tumanggung Bantilan Alimuddin N took refuge in Dungun, Tawi·tawi, 
Israil II reigned in Patikul, and Aliyuddin II returned to Buansa. Thus, 
only the reign of lsrail II in Patikul actively continued vis a vis that of 
Sultan Jamalul K.iram I in Maimbung. The reign of Sultan Jamalul· 
Kiram I witnessed the Spanish move to weaken the Sultanate by 
promoting division. The Spaniard succeeded in using the house of Ki.ram 
as the point of alienation. The feud between the house of Kiram and the 
house of Sakirawllah was only temporarily suspended when Sultan 
Jamalul Kiram the First's daughter, Dayang Dayang Fatima Lana 
Albaini Sitti J amala · Rah, married Sultan Aliyuddin III, the son of Sultan 
Israil II of Patikul. 

Respectively Sultan Israil II (23) (r. 1823-1862) succeeded his 
father Sultan Sakirawllah. He was the only son of Sultan Sakirawllah. 
Before his father died, he was designated as heir to the throne of Patikul, 
despite the fact that J amalul Kiram I was also reigning as Sultan of Sulu. 
Israil II was succeeded by Aliyuddin III who was succeeded by 
Sarafuddin II, the latter crowned his nephew Sultan Tuban Wizer Han 
Alimuddin I in 1917 as hen· to the Sakirawllah line. This shows that the 
House of Sultan Sakirawllah was not dissolved as contended by other 
claimants to the throne. 

The other claimant, Sultan Aliyuddin II (24) (r. 1823) was the son 
of Sultan Aliyuddin I , the son of Sultan Sharifuddin. Unfortunately, he 
died after only a few weeks of reign. 

Sultan Tumanggung Bantilan Alimudclin N (25) (r. 1823 - 1862) 
was the son of Sultan Azimuddin Sali CAlimuddin III), the son of Sultan 
Israil I, the only legitimate son of Sultan Alimuddin I. He was .also the 
great grandson of Sultan Alimuddin II. He reigned in Dungun, Tawi·tawi. 
He was succeeded by his son Amirhamja Ramiii· Tuban, who was 
succeeded by his son Anni Titu Tuban. The latter was then succeeded by 
Sultan Tuban Wizer Aranan (34) . Thus the house of Sultan Alimuddin I 
did not dissolve but continued to exist under the leadership of Sultan 
Tuban Wizer Aranan Sultan Alimuddin I. Moreover, Sultan Tumanggung 
Bantilan Aranan Alimuddin IV was also the grandson of Bantilan III, the 
son of Sultan Alimuddin II (Bantilan II) who was the son of Sultan 
Muiziddin Bantilan I. hence, the house of Sultan Muizuddin Bantilan did 
not dissolve but also continued under the leadership of Sultan Tuban 
Wizer Aranan Sultan Alimuddin I , the great grandson of Sultan 
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Tumanggung Bantilan Aranan Alimuddin IV. In effect, the lines of 
Alimuddin and Bantilan converged in the Tuban claim. 

On the other hand, Sultan Jamalul Kiram I (26) (r. 1823-1842) was 
the son of Datu Israel Maulana or Sultan Alimuddin III of Maimbung. He 
was a grandson of Dayang Dayang Fatima Piandao, the daughter of 
Sultan Sharifuddin. He was succeeded by his son, Sultan Moh. Pulalun 
(Pogdar) (r. 1842· 1862). When Sultan Pulalun died, the throne was 
offered to his uncle, Datu Aranan, a grandson of Bantilan II, the son of 
Sultan Alimudin II. Datu Aranan was a sultan in Parang, sometime in 
1914 (Majul, 1973:289). In the Buansa salsila, Arana1n was Sultan 
Tumanggung Bantilan Aranan Alimuddin IV who reigned as sultan in 
Dungun, Tawi·tawi from 1823 to 1862. Aranan became Sultan for a year 
but he was poisoned by Jamalul Alam, the son of Sultan Pulahm. Datu 
Ramir Tumanggung Bantilan, the son of Sultan Aranan succeeded his 
father. However, because of ambition which could not be denied in every 
struggle for political power, Sultan Jamalul Alam proclaimed himself 
Sultan and continued to reign and tried to liquidate the descendants of 
Sultan Alimuddin II (Bantilan II). This was the reason why the 
descendants of Sultan Alimuddin _II ~etreated to Dungun, Tawi-Tawi. 
When Sultan Jamalu_l Alam (28) died rn 188~, he was succeeded by his 
son Sultan Bararuddin II (29) (r.1881-1884) rnstead of an heir from th 
.Aranan Alim.uddin line. Thus the conflict of claims and reigned continue: 
indefinitely. 

Meanwhile, Sultan Aliyud Din II (r. 1884-1896) succeed d h' 
father, Sultan Israil II, the son of Sultan Sakirawllah as lte _is 

S 1 Ali d D. III , su an rn Patikul 1862. In 1884, u tan yu rn succeeded Sulatn B . din · S fuddin II · ar aru II. He made his son, Pangiran ara , as his Raja Muda I 19 · d h ' h D · n 17 Panai,.an Sarafuddin crowne 1s nep ew, atu Tuban w· H ' b ~ • • D D izer an Alim.uddin I a son of his sister, ayang ayang Sa,l'irah M . ' ariam as Sultan. ' 
.According to the Buansa salsila J amalul !Gram I decre d th 

rule of the Kirams must end after the reign of his son, S~t at the 
Puladun, and give up the throne in favor of Aliyud~ III. Sultan ~:i!1oh. 
Kiram I issued this decree upon the protest of his daughter p ~lul 
Lana Fatima Albaini Sitti Jamala·Rah, who wanted her husba~d ~ngian 
Aliyud Din III to succeed her brother Sultan Pulalun as sultan b ultan 
she contended that Sultan Alyud Din III was the rightful sult~n eta~se 
Sulu Sultanate. Sultan Aliyud Din III was the grandson of So the 

ttltan 
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Sakirawllah and Sultan Jamalul KiTam I was the great grandson of 
Sultan Sahriffudin I whose daughter Dayang Dayang Fatima Paindao 
was the grandmother of J amalul Kiram. Sultan BaTaruddin II in fact 
followed the decree of his great grandfather, Sultan Jamalul Kiram I, that 
Sultan Aliyud Din III would be his successor. 

In 1881 , Sultan Aliyud Din III took over the throne when Sultan 
Bararuddin II went to Mecca. Upon the latter's arrival in Jolo from 
Mecca, he again ascended the thrnne until he died on FebruaTy 22, 1884 
(Majul, 1973:303). Accordingly, Sultan Aliyud Din III succeeded Sultan 
Bararuddin II. However, Datu Amfrul Kiram (later Sultan Jamalul 
Kiram II) (32), a son of Jamalul Alam, protested on the ground that he 
was the brother of Sultan Bararuddin II. At any rate, Sultan Aliyud Din 
III continued to reign as sultan because he was older than Amirul and the 
rightful heir to the Sultanate of Sulu. Meanwhile, the Spaniards courted 
Harun Ai· Rasid (31), a great, great, great grandson of Sultan Alimuddin 
I. On September 24, 1886 they crowned Harun Ar Rasid sultan in Manila 
(Majul, 1973:305) as a subtle way of creating intrigue in the Sultanate by 
introducing the Spanish factor in the legitimizations of claims. 

As pointed out by Saleeby, Sultan Aliyu Din III proclaimed himself 
sultan in Patikul, and Datu AmiTul likewise did in Maymbung (Saleeby, 
1963:137), 

Gen. Parrado offered his good office and tried to overcome the 
difficulty by suggesting that AmiJ:ul Kiram be elected Sultan but Alyud 
Din should act as regent during the minority of the former. He went as far 
as to name a new general council of State to meet at Maymbung and 
decide the question. He submitted this proposition to both parties 
threatening to leave to their fate in case they did not comply with his 
advice. The Maymbung party accepted the Governor's proposition but the 
Patikul party did not; consequently both candidates were proclaimed 
Sultan, one at Patikul and one at Maymbung, and both prepared to fight. 

In 1887, Gen. Ai·olas attacked Patikul and Lati which forced Alyud 
Din to flee Siasi (Saleeby, 1963). However, he returned to Jolo to join the 
awaiting forces of Kalbi and Julkarnain, and again in 1890, a civil war 
ensued between the forces of Sultan Alyud Din III and Datu Amirul 
!Gram (Jamalul Kiram). In 1894 Harun Ar Rasid ended his de facto rule. 
The Spaniards were now banking on Datu Amn·ul Kfram whose mother 
Putli Insih Jamila or Dayang Dayang Sayah of Spanish descent, 
requested help from the Spaniards. With the aid of the Spaniai·ds, Datu 
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The Kiram line is traceable to Alimuddin III or Israel Maulana who was 
the father of Sultan J amalu1 Kiram I , who established the house of Kiram 
in 1842 until Jamalul IGram II died in 1936. Sultan Pulalun, the son of 
Sultan J amalul IGram I gave the throne to Sultan Aranan of Parang in 
1862. Sultan Aranan became Sultan of Sulu for a year, but he was 
poisoned by J amalul Alam the son of Sultan Pu1a1un. Sultan J amalu1 
Alam was succeeded by his two sons, Badaruddin and Jamalul Kil.·am II. 
This political might can be attributable to foreign intervention. To crush 
the claims of the royal datus to the Sultanate, the Kirams tried to be 
friendly with the Spaniards who helped them strengthen their political 
power in Sulu. For example, Sultan Jama1ul Kiram II s0ught the help of 
General Arolas who attacked Patikul and Lati which forced Sultan Alyud 
Din to flee to Siasi in 1887. 

Presently, foreign intervention still exists to create intrigue among 
the claimants to the Sulu Sultanate. Sultan Jamalul Kiram III, who was 
criticized by Julaspi Kil.·am is said to be supported by some Japanese 
businessmen. Sultan Julaspi Kii·am, who claims to be the son of Sultan 
J amalul Kil.·am II was supported before by the Malaysian government 
until he was eased out from Sabah sometime in 1981. According to Datu 
Atalad, Sultan Tuban Wizer Han Alimuddin I claims to be supported by 
th e Sultan of Brunei who has acknowledged him as a relative. 

Basically, salsilas are valuable to the members of Sulu nobility 
since th ey serve as proofs lineage from the Prophet Muhammad through 
the first Sultan of Sulu, Sharif ul-Hashim. They serve to authenticate 
descent from the Prophet Muhammad in an unbroken line. According to 
customary laws, only a datu who is a descendant of a Sultan can be a 
Sultan. A mere datu cannot be a Sultan. The salsilas upholds the prestige 
of the royalists in the upper class society since they are the ruling elite. 
Furthermore, the salsilas are recited in the homes of the royalty for the 
instruction of tho royal children who preserve and pass on the salsilas to 
the next generation. Because of their nnture, the salsilas were never 
reproduced for mass circulation but were closely guarded and kept for the 
exclusive use of the nobility. 

Moreover, the salisilas, particularly the Buansa salsila, have 
relevance to the current disputes over Sabah (North Borneo). They can be 
used as evidence to prove the proprietary claim of the House of Sultan 
Alum uddi.n I through Sultan Tuban Wizer Han Alimuddin I. In this 
connection, Tan (1982:113), stresses that the sarsilas and luntars which 
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pertain to the ruling class, helped in the institutionalization of an eliti.st 
type of historical consciousness. 
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