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ABSTRACT

Most previous tests of the religious-minority-group status h
sought explanations of Catholic pronatalism in more developed coy
Europeans or European immigrants. The present pilot study
dition by focussing on Protestant antinatalism in a lesser de
by Malaysian and Chinese immigrants. This study of 366 un
in the Central and Southern Philippines found that Prote
from higher socio-economic origins than did Catholic resp
men desired many fewer sons and daughters than did the
these differences in origins were controlled. The Protest
many fewer sons but did want many fewer daughters
wanted. Protestant respondents were less likely than

instrumental roles of sons and daughters as the most salient advantages of ha
children. Protestants were much more likely than Catholics to think a mj
couple should start contraception before the first birth and much less likely to
that artificial methods of family planning were against God’
that support for the religious-minority-group status hypothesis is not limited to

minorities with explicitly pronatalist creeds or to religious groups in more developed
nations or nations with an indigenous European culture.

YPothesjs have
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married college Studen,

stant respondents Came
ondents. The Protestan,
Catholic men, eyep, When
ant women did not Want
than the Catholjc Womep,
the Catholics to view the
Ving
Itied
think
s will. The results suggest

Introduction

A major perspective explaining religious differentials in fertility is the minority-
group status hypothesis. This perspective holds that the fertility of a religious
minority group will be depressed below that of the religious majority group if
three conditions hold for the minority: 1) if the minority has desired and attained
acculturation; 2) if social and econemic mobility has occurred or at least is de-
sired; and 3) if no pronatalist ideology prohibits the use of artificial contraception
(Goldscheider, 1971; 297). In other words, if structural conditions make upward
mobility a realistic goal, minority couples are thought to postpone or curtail child:
bearing to mobilize more resources against perceived social barriers to their econo-
mic achievement. The presence of these three conditions for Jews and the absence
of the third condition for Catholics has been seen ag explaining why Jews have lower
and Catholics have higher fertility than Protestants in North America and Europé
(Goldscheider, 1971). In places (e.g., Northern Ireland) where Catholics see t-hf’m'
selves as a disadvantaged minority, a stricter observance of papal injunctions against
arti_ficial contraception and abortion may serve the useful purpose of identifying a"
maintaining the group’s normative boundaries. Kennedy’s (1973) study of Norther®
Ireland led him tq conclude that when a religious minority has a politically and €¢®

: : : e
nomically disadvantaged status and a creed banning artificial contraception, bleol;er
that high fertility might turn them into a numerical majority can motivate ¢
observance of that creed. In

. e d
. these ways, rellglous-minority status can PrOduc
fertility rate inflated gbove that of the religious majority .
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. nal tests of the minority-group gtat
Cross-national . . U8  hypothed .
ount the conditional relationship between the Jaye| o rivin:;llt must 'take into
" nﬂtional fertility rate (uncontro“e(.l, controllg(])_ No nation that h’“’ef, higher) a'nd
e has uncontrolled natality; thus, if 4 r-fold table is ?:1 reacdhed a high

i i 215 forme .
the two variables, this cell would be empty. To control the ('():();i;:::;

y those nations at a

ifying :
:?:::mhip between the two variables, Day (1968) examined on|

| of living (deﬁngd as a female illiteracy rate below 10% 1 » .
control over natality (defined as a total fertility rate of 4 50 ) and a high level of

or fewer birth
1.000 women by menopause).. He f(?und that .t.he natality of Catholics in such csr:;::
tr'ie < where Catholics were a distinguishable minority (Australia, Canada, the Nether

lands, New Zealand, Swit.zerlan.d, .tl-ne pnined Kingdom, and the United States) ex:
ceeded that of the Catholic majorities in Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Czechoslova
kia, France, Hungary, and Ll}xembourg. Day (1968:45) concluded that the prona
talist teachings of the Catho.llc Ch‘_”Ch encourage a higher Catholic fertility rate in
{wo contexts: when there is a higher level of economic development and when
Catholics are a numerically and politically important but not dominant religious

minority group.

high leve

The countries in Day’s sample shared another characteristic: they were all
predominantly European nations or nations settled primarily by European im-
grants. Thus, it is impossible to judge whether support for the minority-group status
hypothesis is bound to countries with a European cultural tradition and/or a rela
tively high level of economic development. Another problem is that most tests of
the hypothesis have focussed on Jewish or Catholic minorities and have ignored
Protestant minorities. Clearly, more research is needed to test the hypothesis with
data from countries with an indigenous Eastern culture, with a lower level of eco-
nomic development, and with a significant Protestant minority.

The Philippines is a country having all three characteristics. Although the
Philippines endured over four hundred years of colonialism under Spain and the
US., it is primarily inhabited by people of Malaysian or Chinese descent. Less than
half the population can speak either Spanish or English. The rate of ferrale illiteracy
is 20% (United Nations, 1980), placing the Philippines in the category of “‘lesser
developed” countries by Day’s (1968) criterion. While Roman Catholics are d'me
rgligious majority group (83% of total population), Protestants comprise a dis-
tinguishable minority (9%). (Because Muslims (5%) and Jews (less than 1%) are such
small minority groups, they will not be considered here.) Philippine Protestants meet
u“’_t‘hme conditions identified by Goldscheider (1971) which would imply lowelr
ferllllty rates than for the Roman Catholic majority_ That 1s, Protestants are cui-

trally assimi . e : i more advantaged econo
-4V assimilated into Philippine society, are relatively ¢ artificial

o new test of the
Y-group status hypothesis.
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The Evidence

Very little research has probed the effects of religion on reproductive behay;
in the Philippines. Among the few studies in existence is Madigan’s (1972) ang) or
of a sample of 2,000 wives of childbearing age (15-59) interviewed in CagaYanyZl:’
Oro City in the early 1960s. Using the age distribution of wives in the 1960 Ceng,
of Cagayan de Oro City as his standard population, Madigan computed standardiZe;
general fertility rates of 339.4 for Catholics and 339.7 for Protestants’ Madigan
concluded that the Catholic and Protestant Churches had not yet had a major im.
pact in differentiating the fertility of Christian Cagayan wives in the early 1960
However, he (Magidan, 1972: 137) contended that such an impact may have emergeé
by the early 1970s due to the increasing popularity of both natural and artificia]
methods of family planning.

To examine this idea, Lacar (1974) surveyed 2,280 Philippine students in four
Protestant and eight Catholic colleges or universities in the early 1970s. He found
that Catholics in Catholic colleges/universities and Protestants in Protestant colleges/
universities had about the same ideal number of children (3.67 and 3.64, respective-
ly). Likewise, Catholics going to Catholic colleges were as likely as Protestants going
to Protestant colleges to intend to use contraceptives when they married (72.19%
and 72.83%, respectively). These relationships were consistent with Ballweg’s (1972)
finding from a 1972 KAP survey that Catholic wives were no less likely than non-
Catholic wives to be using IUDs or anovulant pills. Indeed, Ballweg found that the
most frequently cited reason for nonuse of any method of family planning was
desire to become pregnant, not a concern for the “sinfulness’” of family planning.
Therefore, the studies by Lacar (1974) and Ballweg (1972) did not support Madigan’s
speculation that an important Protestant-Catholic differential in reproductive goals

or contraceptive use could have emerged by the-early 1970s.

The 1970s decade was one of important demographic and social change in the
Philippines. The national family planning program officially began in 1971 in order
to promote the artificial methods of birth control. In the early 1970s, the program
vigorously promoted the anovulant pill; but emphasis shifted to the condom in fhe
mid-1970s, when the program made greater efforts to influence rural couples liviné
far from clinics. By the end of the decade, surgical sterilization had replaced P! 5
and condoms as the method most favored by the family planning program (Lainé

1984: 49).

Ironically, however, the prevalence of the thythm method gre
decade (Laing, 1984); and the highest contraceptive-continuation rate W fo:;l]
for wives relying on a combination of rhythm and withdrawal (Laing, 1985: 1 li:
This popular resistance to artificial birth control was not seen as resulting from “:Jt-
gious causes. Indeed, 74% of Catholic wives responding to a 1980 Comﬂ.mnlty ing
reach Survey (COS) said they thought their church approved of such famlly‘plan

w during the

aing
methods as pills, [UDS, condoms, and sterilizations (Laing, 1984). Inswam,ed“’ds
(1984) argued that it represented a general cultural resistance to westetlll_c pOP“w
of modern contraception, a resistance also found in the largely non-Cathol
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Lanka, where" rhythm is as prevalent a5 ip
o 15). Consequently, Laing concluded that as of t,

1932. 1t‘i||.plﬂved no important role in initiation, chojce

i ception in the Philippines.

cont

Gimilarly, the 1978 Bepublic of tl}e Philippines Fertility Survey (RPFS) sug-
ted that Catholicism S“?" played no important role in pregnancy rates (National
ges s and Statistics Office, 1979: 100). The average number of children bom
$e159"}3-78 per continuously married woman was about the same for Roman Catho-
;;::s (1.2) as for non-Catholic Christians; such as, Protestants (1.2); Iglesia ni Krilsto
(1.2); Aglipayans (1.1); and OFh_efS (_1-2) (National Census and Statistics Office,
1979; Table 5.11). Because.rellglon dld not appear to be an important factor in
contraception or pregnancy in the Philippines by the late 1970s, the 1983 National
(Philippine) Demographic Survey dropped religion as an item on its questionnaire.

To total fertility rate in the Philippines moved from 6,710 in 1960 (Keyfitz
and Flieger, 1971: 411) to 4,042 in 1983 (United Nations, 1985), a point low
enough to signal the onset of fertility control, according to Day’s (1968) standard.
Thus, if control over fertility is a condition for the appearance of distinctively
«Catholic” fertility (Day, 1968), then Protestant-Catholic differentials in repro-
ductive orientations should have emerged by the 1980s. The emergence could result
from a greater Catholic resistance to the messages of the national family planning
program, a greater Protestant receptivity to such messages, or both at once. The
surveys used by Lacar and Ballweg were conducted before 1972, too early to reflect
any possible effect of the national family planning program on Protestant-Catholic
orentations toward family planning. The 1978 RPFS and the 1980 COS, while
gathered after the program began, contained very few respondents in any one of the
non-Catholic groupings. For this reason, Laing (1985) lumped together such diverse
groupings as Mulims and Protestants into one “non-Catholic” category. The small
number of non-Catholic respondents to these various surveys may be an important
n.lethodological reason why clear-out religious differentials in reproductive orienta-
tions have been so hard to observe (Cabignon, 1983).

the Philippines (Mamlouk,
e end of the 1970s, Catho-
, continuation, or failure of

tjon of Sri

differ'Ie‘};:e plfrpose'of the present pilot study is to expl(.)ne Catholic and P.robestant
desi Cesdn} desqed numbers of sons and daughters, in reasons underlying those
natur:], and In attitudes toward the initiation of contraception and toward specific
Vestigatisxr: fafrt1f1c1al methods of contraception in a Phlhppln(:) sample. This in-
s dugn f0 ers several advantages over its predecess_qrs. .One is that thg sample
hing progy a;u’ftleen years after the initiation of the Phlhppmg national farmly plan-
other t.h, tong enough to reflect any programmatic impacts on attitudes.
thirg afianta a -the effective sample contained a large number of Prone_stants. A
and mgy o tie . 'thaF all' respondents were enrolled in urban colleges/universities,
tion ig gmateste'se Institutions were sectarian. Because the prevalenc.e. of.contracep-
In urban ang highly educated populations in the Philippines (Mam-
CONtroyepe. d because sectarian educational institutions can focus the religious
any p " SUrrounding fami : iquely suited
ily planning, our sample was uniquely suited to reveal

ascent gjf Ll ,
ferentials i Christian fertility in the Philippines.
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Procedures
Sampling Techniques

The present pilot study is haseq on data from an English-language questionnajp
self-adminisbergd by college students in January-March, 1985.! Because most co).
legiate iﬂStimtlfmS in the Philippines are private, all institutions participating in thig
survey were private. Four of thege institutions (two nonsectarian colleges, a Catholje
woman'’s college, and a Jesuit university) were located in Cagayan de Oro City, the
site of Madigan’s original study. The instrument was pretested twice in Cagayan de
Oro (at a private nonsectarian coeducational college and then at a Catholic woman’g
college) before the survey Proper began. A listing of all course schedules was obtained
from another nonsectarian college and the Jesuit university of Cagayan de Oro and
became the sampling frame. Days of the week and hours of the day were randomly
chosen, and then a random selection of classes meeting at that time of the week wag
made. The questionnaire was administered to all students attending a selected class.
This procedure netted 99 respondents from the private nonsectarian college and 118
from the Jesuit university, but a preponderance of these were Catholics.

To boost the number of Protestant respondents, a convenience sample of non-
Catholic Christians was gathered from the student body of a conservative Protestant
university in Iloilo City and a liberal Protestant university in Dumaguete City. These
two kinds of Protestant universities were chosen to capture a spectrum of Protestant
influence. To net a sufficiently large number of Protestants, it was infeasible to
sample randomly the classes at these two universities; for a majority of students even
at Protestant institutions of higher leamning in the Philippines are Roman Catholic.
Therefore, a convenience sample was used to obtain 147 non-Catholic Christians
from the liberal one.? Because combining the sample students from these Protestant
universities with the others rendered the total sample nonrandom, we decided to
include the 19 nonrandomly sampled students from the second pretest. The total
sample size thus was 519 college students.

Independent Variables

Madigan (1972: 138) wrote that voluntary control over fertility must begin
with the urban upper classes in the Philippines and gradually trickle down to the
rural poor. Thus, we expected that our urban college students might be harbingers
of future religious differentials in reproductive behavior. To gain insight into this
issue, we asked: “What is your religion?”” We retained in this analysis only those who
were Catholic or Protestant.3 Following Lacar, we omitted any Catholic respondents
from the two Protestant universities and any Protestant respondents from the two
Catholic institutions of higher leaming. Yet we retained ] Catholic and Protestant
respondents enrolled in the nonsectarian colleges Participating in the survey proper.

The Technician Vol. VI No. | December 1987
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pependent Variables

le of _V()ung cO :
. all during your lifetime? . . . How many daughters v,
1

Juring your lifetime?”’ .Som‘e students stated a range of »¢
cases, We coded the midpoint of the range. Only seven
dents were unable to state any number of sons they desired, and only eight were
unable to say how many daughwrs they wanted. The high rate of response to these
two questions promoted confldgnce that t.;he questions were meaningful. From tt;e
minority-group status hypothesis, we posited that Protestants would desire fewer
sons and daughters than Catholics would.

samp

ceptable numbers; in these
of the original 519 respon-

As a way of understanding any religious differences in the numbers of sons and
daughters desired, we asked the following open-ended questions: “What are the most
important advantages of having sons? . . . What are the most important advantages
of having daughters?” The advantages mentioned would tap the values attributed to
having children of a particular sex.

Bulatao defined value salience as the readiness with which a particular value is
brought up in normal conversation. Salient values are important because they rep-
resent “some subset of the cultural inventory,”” common notions of what having
children means (Bulatao, 1975: 83). In the present analysis, we focussed on value
salience by studying the advantage of sons and daughters mentioned first by each
respondent. No questions about the disadvantages of children were posed.

Fertility differentials may arise not only because social groups desire different
numbers of sons and daughters for different reasons but also because they adopt
contraception at different points in their marriages. To obtain attitudes about the
proper time to initiate contraception, we asked: “When a couple gets married, when
should they start using family planning?”’ The response categories were: (1) never;
(2) before first birth; (3) after first birth but before last wanted birth; (4) after last
wanted birth; (5) don’t know. The minority-status hypothesis implies that Protes-
tants would advocate an earlier initiation of contraception by married couples.

Differentials in marital fertility may also develop because differenttl:‘ m}liiious
groups elect different method . n. We asked: “Are any of the follow-
: s of contraception. We as
in : ) . . NSWERS
Tg methods of family planning against the will of God? (CHECK ALL A

" Alist of ten family planning methods was presented in alphabet:-

" esis, Pl’Otestan
'O as againgt g

Contygy Variabjeg

In ordey t : r of sons
N daugh g, © €stimate the net effects of religion ©
» 1 was necessary to control the effects ©
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nomic factors. For example, the 1978 RPFS showed that persons with lower leye|q

of education and those living on farms desired larger numbers of children than gjq

others (Kent and Larson, 1982: 12-13). In addition, the desired number of childrep

has been related to the number of siblings (Guitarte, 1982). Therefore, we controlleq
the father’s education, trichotomized as: (1) less than college; (2) college, 1-3 years,
(3) college, 4 or more years. In addition, we controlled whether the mspondent’é
parents now lived on a farm: (Q) no; (1) yes. The number of the respondent’s brothers
was held constant when examining his/her desired number of sons; and the numbey
of the respondent’s sisters was controlled when investigating the desired number of
daughters.

These family-background characteristics might be more weakly related to the
reproductive orientations of upwardly mobile college students. To gain evidence of
the respondent’s status aspirations, we asked: ‘“When you complete your college
education, what is the first job you expect to take?” The answers were grouped
into professional and nonprofessional occupations.* Persons indicating they did not
know what first job they would take were classified “nonprofessional.” The working
hypothesis was that both male and female respondents expecting to hold a profes-
sional job after college would desire fewer sons and daughters, ceteris paribus.

Age at marriage has a sharp negative effect on actual fertility in the Philippines
(Cabignon, 1983: 133). Part of this effect is due to the lower biological capacity to
beget children at older ages. Also, many persons (particularly women) who wed
late have in the meantime acquired social roles which conflict with parenting. The
respondents were asked: “In your opinion, what is the best age for a female to
marry?”’ We reasoned that a respondent who said that someone of his/her own sex
would do best to wed late would desire a smaller number of sons and daughters,

ceteris paribus.

Another control variable was the respondent’s age. Students (particularly the
women) dropping out of colleges or universities in the Philippines would likely be
the ones who idealize a larger number of sons and daughters. This is based on the

fact that marriage is a reason for dropping out. Since dropout rates are generally
highest for freshmen (National Economic and Development Authority, 1980: 615),
older students could have lower desired numbers of children because of the selective
effect of attrition on desired fertility. Consequently, the relationship between age

and desired numbers of sons and daughters was controlled.

Finally, we held constant the respondent’s degree of religiosity. Each was asked:
How religious would you describe yourself?”” The two response categories in the
present study were: (1) very religiOUS;.and (2) Othfer. Religiosity measures the degree
to which religious group membership is a focal point in the organization of personal-

lity and behavior.

Data Description

The present analysis was restricted to never-married Catholics and Protestants
who were enrolled in a nonsectarian_c'Ollege orelse were enrolled in a sectarian
college or university of their own religion. In addition, we deleted those who did

The Technician Vol. VI No. 1 December 1987
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did not respong ¢, Quest;
- or sex, Who . sllong a
¢ state thel S]g: expected first job after college ,p, - religios;
":)Ound’ about bles. These deletions brought the effective samp|
dePe"dent’iv(aﬂa%). were Protestants and 169 (= 44
197 (=

Ut family pae).
t, or ahoyt the
€ size tq 366, of

_ °) were Catholjes, Protestan (s
whom resented in our sarr.lple relative to thejy share (9%) of the total
were far over!?tli’on Nevertheless, this overrepresentat;

on afforded , |
Filipino POPUL2

. . arge enough
‘< religious minority grouping for Meaningfy

f this religious
number 0

| Comparisong Catholics,
. is effective sample of 366
Table 1 daesfarc‘?e:vhti};ﬁ :eflects the greater enro|]
were Womgnérsities of the Philippines. Women respo
colleges/umVn to arise from the lower classes. Withi
than the mr‘: less likely than the men to have fathe
women we likely to come from large sibsh1p§, and l? : fessio
college, more 11 leting their educations. Despite their [ower soclo-economic origins,
jobet affer o ed1 fgwer sons and fewer total children than the men did, relation.
the women desn'g by Bulatao (1975: 149) and Guitarte (1982), respectively. The
Biips alsod fn(::;n of )t.,hese relationships with those obtained by the other two re-
z:;::;z;nerThmced our confidence in the quality of our data 5

spondents, Six ty-six percent
ment of women thap men in
ndents were also more likely
n each religioug grouping, the
rs with four or moye years of
ss likely to expect professional

Within each gender grouping, important differences among msp(l’"del'?lt; lwetr:i
also found by religion (see Table 1). The Catholic nespondgnts were less tlm lz,old
h:ve fathers with at least four years of college and were less hkce%htoliecﬁ)e:d a larger
professional jobs after completing their higher educations. Thz dd : Zd 2 Larger non
number of siblings than did their Protestant counterparts an hesnlr' B
ber of sons and daughters. An important question is whether tde dwg}fol]y te their
sons and daughters desired by the Catholic o panct it (vjvalls 2: occupational ex-
larger-sized sibships, lower socio-economic backgrounds, an (1)'wt foct
Pectations or whether Cath olicism had an independent pronatalis :

Findings

Religion ang ¢, Desired Numbers of Sons and Daughters

Since there

1d constant these

and Protestants in the study, it was necels,‘c’a;:)ynt:nl:iothe desired num-

ferences whep €Xamining the relationship between relig artial correlation coef-

T of song o daughters, Thijs need was met by computing gnd the desired number

flcxen.ts (Table 2). Thus, if the correlation between religion iation of both variables

:;‘lth other 1p evant SOCiO-economic and demographic facttorsspuri"us one. Because thfz

en it w Id 4 . . as not a T e do no
Ppea ligion w ificanc

Study 'espon nfs dl'ot}rl:)tt t:ae effec: Zfr;:jglom sample, tests 0; Zlfgrjludging whether

the Magng)t?,lg - verthelegs, these tests are presente

mall.
€5 of the Partial correlations are large or s
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics for Respondents by Religion and Sex
Catholics Protestants
Variables Men W omen Men W omen
7 with fathers who
have at least 4
years of college 33.33 26.61 49.38 41.38
% with parents now ‘
living on farm 20.00 29.84 30.86 3017 |
Ave. number of sisters 2.47 2.83 2.38 2.44
Ave. number of
brothers 2.93 2.98 2.35 2.75 |
% expecting to hold |
professional job 35.56 32.26 71.60 59.17
Best age for female to
marry (ave. in years) = 24.99 25.00
Best age for male to
marry (ave. in years) 27.13 27.73 -
Ave. age of respondent 19.78 19.25 21.12 19.76
% very religious 17.78 32.26 28.40 32.76
Ave. no. sons desired 2.67 2.01 2.30 1.88
Ave. no. daughters
desired 2.08 1.94 1.65 1.73
Ave. no. of children
desired 4.75 3.95 3.95 3.61
N 45.00 124.00 81.00 116.00
~»____._.._.-__#-‘——‘—’/
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Note: Seven variables have been partialled out of the correlation coefficients. For the
cor.relation coefficient of religion with desired number of sons, the first si;; control
variables were: father’s educati‘on, whether parents now live on a farm, the respondent”
number of brothers, expectations for a professional job as a first job after college

r::lglosxty, ;nd age. The seventh control variable was the best age for a female to

p;)r;};rf;f;az ;e:g:lnderll?t was female) or the best age for a male to marry (if the res-

b ot daughtee)' thor the correlation coefficjent of religion with the desired

dat the respondentr’s’ e same seven control var}ables were partialled out except

brothers. So ot f s number-of sisters was substituted in place of the number of
xt for explanation of these control variables.

Catholi .

and dau;?&crsm&;::?:l"zd _‘30 have larger numbers of sons (partial 4 = .12, p — 10)
Protestant women d'ld - _-22, p— .01) than did Protestant men. Catholic and
' = .05), but Cath ; not differ much in the number of sons they wanted (partial
atholicism haq olic women did want more daughters (partial 4 = .11, p —.05).

“ffect on the nu:\n:)tronger pronatalist effect on men than on women and a stronger
,I “% relationgh; er of daughters desired than on the number of sons hoped for.
why Catholicism Ps suggest that differences in sex-role expectations might explain
affected the desired number of offsprings and why that effect di-

€re
Y 8ex of res
spondent and by sex of offspring.
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Religion and Perceived Advantages of Sons and Daughters

This idea can be examined more fully by focussing on the salient advant,
perceived for sons (Table 3). The advantages of sons most frequently stated n?g
by men was that sons preserve the family name or bloodline. However, Catholfu.'
men were less likely than Protestant men to mention this advantage first (28 9;'
and 37.0%, respectively). On the other hand, Catholic men were more likdyl t’l
mention first that sons were a source of practical and financial help (17.87 ang
12.3%, respectively), especially in old age (17.8% and 1.2%, respectively). Furthey.
more, Catholic men were less likely than Protestant men to state initially that sons
added love, beauty, or psychological fulfillment to a home (2.2% and 9.9%, res.
pectively). It appears that Catholic men were more likely than Protestant me {,
value the traditional, instrumental roles of sons as most salient.

The three most salient values of sons to the women were as perpetuators of the
family name, providers of practical/financial aid, and companions or surrogates for
the father (Table 3). Continuity of the family name and companionship to the
father were more salient to Protestant women; but practical/financial aid from
sons was more salient to Catholic women. All three of these values stress a sex seg-
regation of social roles because daughters legally must surrender their birthnames at
marriage and because daughters are less salient sources of practical/financial aid to
their family or of companionship/help to their father (cf. Tables 3 and 4). There-
fore, most women of this study, regardless of religion, emphasized the salience of
sons as performers of sex-segregated tasks. Yet Protestant women emphasized a
different set of sex-segregated tasks than did Catholic women.

The salient values of daughters were quite different from those of sons. Unlike
sons, daughters were viewed as extremely important sources of help around the
house and of companionship/substitution for the mother. Catholic men were more
likely than Protestant men to cite the househelp of daughters first (33.3% and
18.5%, respectively, Table 4). Catholic women were as likely as Protestant women to
view the househelp of daughters as a salient reason for having them (32.3% and
31.9%, respectively, Table 4) and only somewhat more likely to cite the companion-
ship of daughters (23.4% and 18.1%, respectively). Yet Catholic women were much
more likely than Protestant women to mention first that daughters are givers of
practical/financial help. Since the Catholic men and women were bom into.la}'gel
sibships and desired to procreate larger sibships in contrast to the other Chnst'lanﬁ
(see Tables 1 and 2), the Catholic emphasis on sons and daughters as practlcal'
financial helpers may reflect the refief that child labor can provide from the consé
quences of high fertility. This interpretation is consistent with other recent research
on childless Filipinos, which shows that nearly 48% expect to receive future support
from their unborn children (Domingo, Flieger, and Madigan, 1984: 75).
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ble 3. Advantages of Sons First Mentioned by Religion and Sex of
Table & Respondents
Men Women
Advantage Catholic Protestant Catholic  Protestant
Help around house 0.0% 1.2% 0.8% 1.7%
Practical/financial help 17.8 123 33.9 15.5
Companion, helper, or
substitute for father 15.6 6.2 12.1 19.8
Companion, helper, or
substitute for mother 0.0 0.0 2.4 9
Companionship to brothers 0.0 1.2 a8 0
Companionship to sisters 0.0 0.0 4.0 5.2
Completion of family,
strengthening marital
bond 0.0 3.7 2.4 2.6
Help in old age 17.8 1.2 5.6 5.2
Continuity of family
name or blood 28.9 37.0 18.5 28.4
Fulfillment of religious
or social obligations 0.0 3.7 0.0 1.7
Ease of discipline 2.2 3.7 1.6 0.0
Love, beauty 2.2 99 6.5 4.3
Play, fun 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.7
Living through sons 2.2 3.7 2.4 9
Character development
of parent 8.9 1.2 1.6 9
Proof of manhood/
Inevomanhood of parent 2.9 0.0 0.0 0.0
O"tC}:?eI;tlve to succeed 0.0 0.0 0.0 9
No msponce 0.0 2.5 40 26
Don’t Knoy 0.0 12.3 . .
T 2.2 0.0 8 3.4
N 100.0% 99.8% 998%  100.0%
45.0 81.0 124.0 116.0
N

ote: Coly
N totals May not add up to 100% due to rounding.

e
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Table 4. Advantages of Daughters First Mentioned By Religion and Sex of

Respondents

(

Advantage

Men

Catholic Protestant

Help around house
Practical/financial
Companion, helper, or
substitute for father
Companion, helper, or
substitute for mother

Companionship to sisters

Completion of family

Help in old age

Continuity of family
name or blood

Fulfillment of religious
or social obligations

Ease of discipline

Love, beauty

Play, fun

Living through daughters

Character development
of parent

Proof of manhood/
womanhood of parent

Incentive to succeed

Other

No response

Don’t know

Total
N

Companionship to brothers

33.3% 18.5%
8.9 3.7
2.2 0.0

20.0 16.0
2.2 2.5
0.0 0.0
2.2 12.3
6.7 6.2
2.2 2.5
0.0 1.2
0.0 0.0

13.3 12.3
0.0 1.2
0.0 0.0
2.2 0.0
0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0
0.0 4.9
2.2 14.8
44 3.7

99.8% 99.8%

45.0 81.0

‘Women
Catholic Protestant
32.3% 31.9%
15.3 5.2
0.0 9
23.4 18.1
1.6 9
1.6 -9
2.4 9
5.6 10.3

0.0 0.0
0.0 2.6
0.8 3.4
8.9 103
0.0 1.7
1.6 L7
0.8 0.0
0.0 0.0
0.0 1.7
39 1.7
8 1.7
999%  99.9%
124.0 116.0

Note: Column totals may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Toward the Initiation of Contraception

Religion and Attitudes
ne

in numbers of sons and daughters will be only loosely related
Desires for cel'taﬂ:)irths unless married couples make effective use of contracep-
to actual numbers Ofn of college students in this survey thought family planning
tion. A small mmo: at all. Protestant men were more likely than Catholic men to
should never be‘use au Ie; should start using family planning methods before the
think that mar_ne;d COd p26~6.7'? respectively, Table 5). A majority (56.90%) of Pro-
first birth (4074 . " ted r.narit;‘ll contraception before the fust birth, and their pro-
testant WO ad:iogathat for Catholic women (33.87%). Research in the U.S. and
pottion far- exceev et,hat couples who use contraception early in their marriage to space
fatess Bnmnshows. terbirth intervals and smaller final numbers of children ever
s At l(mfier(‘:benik 1954; Westoff et al, 1963, Whelpton et al, 1966).
bom (Gl&l van‘t i: lbglcal'l(y predict that in contrast to the Catholics, the Protes-
Conseguetl;:iz-s;ld; will have lower actual completed fertility, if the respondents
;zn:wlTMir own advice about when married couples should begin family planning.

Table 5. Attitudes About When Married Couples
Should Start Using Family Planning by
Religion and Sex of Respondent

Timing of First Use

of Family Planning by

Men

women
Married Couples S
- Catholic Protestant Catholic  Protestant
Never 4.44% 0.00% 2.42% 0.00%
Before First Birh 26.67 40.74 33.87 56.90
After First Birth But
gefore Last Wan teg
irth
222 16.05 31.45 21.55
irth ’
31.11 30.86 17.74 13.79
Don’t Know
Toty 15.56 12.35 14.52 7.76
N 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%  100.00%
45.00 81.00 124 .00 116.00
NOtB‘ F —— E
ican.  Of Mep’
tic . €N peg
dof:?? slgm,ficﬂnt. I.?;:ldem;s, X2 - 6.03, which at 4 degrees of freedom is not statis-
S Statistio .« _vl;?c':::l respondents, X2 = 15.09, which at 4 degrees of free-
at
The Tech'\ician p—.01.
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Religion and Attitude Toward Methods of Contraception

Even if the Catholic students initiate contraception later in their Marn
they could still have a completed fertility rate like that of the Protestants it l?ﬂge
religious groupings make similar use of artificial contraception. Table 6, howey "
suggests that the Catholics are more likely to consider artificial COntraceptioner‘
being against God’s will. While both religious groupings state a strong moral aversi(:ls
to abortion, the Catholics are more likely than Protestants to view diaphragmn
IUDS, pills, condoms, and surgical sterilizations as contradictory to divine wusll’
Because such methods are the most “fail-safe,”” the Catholics are likely to conclud(:
childbearing at higher parities than Protestants, if these attitudes serve as a guide ¢,
actual contraceptive behavior.

Table 6. Attitudes Toward Particular Methods of
Contraception As “Against the Will of God”
by Religion and Sex of Respondent

Percent ‘“Yes”
Method of Men Women
Contraception

Catholic Protestants X2 Catholic Protestants X2

Abortion 91.1 96.3 1.48 935 94.8 0.18
A bstinence 26.7 24.7 .06 234 190 .10
Diaphragm 37.8 19.8 4.86* 339 15.5 10.76***
Herbs 33.3 18.5 3.50 27.4 14.7 5.83*
IUD 378 17.3 6.55%*% 427 17.2 18.41%**
Pill 40.0 27.2 2.20 45.2 17.2 21.59%**
Rhythm 11.1 3.7 2.67 7.3 6.0 14
Condom 37.8 14.8 8.61** 40.3 14.7 19.62%**
Tubal Ligation 48.9 25.9 6.79%* 476 17.2 94,98%**
Vasectomy 44 4 25.9 4.52% 46.0 18.1 21.21***
N 45.0 81.0 124.0 116.0

*p—0.05

**p—0..01
*%*p—0.001

Note: All chi-squares presented above are based on four-fold tables comparing yes
no answers made by Catholics and Protestants of the same gender. Thus, each< ]

square is associated with one degree of freedom.

8
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. has not detected a consistent Protestant-Catholic differential
desired numbers of children, or contraceptive choices among

actud v these studies either were based on data gathered before the family
;;ilipi“‘“ weve ’gnt underway in 1971 or else were composed of so few non-

Janning pronr‘““h disparate groups as Muslims and Protestan ts were pooled.

'y { suc . o
(‘m‘hnh(st.hﬂ ot study overcame the methodological limitations of earlier

il
The pres.ent apsample of Protestants larg_e enough (54% of total) to afford con-
work by :mﬂ‘:;n%atholics and late enough (in 1985) to reveal any Impacts of the

(rasts wit‘P Iy planning program in creating religious differentials in attitudes
| fam

ationa ductive issues. The analysis showed that Catholic men desired larger
roward repfrclhildwn (both sons and daughters) than did their Protestant counter-
numbers O

paribus, Although Catholic women wanted only slightly more sons than

. tant women, the former wanted much larger numbers of daughters. The
did Prgtes . ndents were more likely than the Protestants to view the instrumental
e reSPOand daughters as the most salient advantages of having children. Per-
o Ofr:lonsfor this reason, the Catholics will have higher completed fertility than
l:vaiﬁs 5’12 P)r,obestants, if the respondents produce exactly the number of sons and
daughters they say they want.

The attitudes expressed by the Catholic respondents toward the initiation of
family planning and toward the compatibility of different family planning methods
with divine will were consistent with their larger family-size desires. Although the
majority of all respondents thought that a married couple should start family plan-
ning before the last wanted birth, Catholics were much less likely than Protestants to
think it should be started before the first birth. Moreover, while the majority of res-
pondents did not think that the artifical methods of family planning (except for
abortion) were against God’s will, Catholics were much less likely than Protestants
to express this view. The consistency with which Catholicism was associated with
lﬁrg_er desired numbers of sons and daughters and with attitudes favoring the later
uming of family planning and discou raging the artificial methods of family planning
“gues that the religious differen tials uncovered in this study are not spurious.

parts, ceteris

o4 E:V::us research in the Philippines has shown that female education is related
a

earlier initi:t?urm"t use of contraception (both artifical and natural methods), an
used, ang , S:::Jl of contraception after marriage, a larger array of methods ever
non, 1983). 1t °f number of actual births (Bulatao, 1975; Mamlouk.,.19.82; (?ablg-
Subgroup m gt epears that the college-educated population of the Philippines is the
“adigan (1979 mCthl.Ve to the messages of the national family ;?lanmng program, as
V¢ chojceg | anficipated, Ag 5 result, religious differentials in actual contracep-

:’“ege'ttude:n actual fertijty might well emerge later on among our never-married

hi(th' r mp.q.l dents. This emergence would create a second generation m
,‘;;’UCipantx in religioug differentials in reproductive behavior exist, since Catholic
us

 the g5 T suryey came f ‘1 hins than did Protestant participants.
reg Ure 4 rom larger sibships ) € ) i
lteq from theor Previgyg studies to uncover such religous differentials may have

8 i i 1 nd from
e Teqy, mall numbey of Protestants included in earlier surveys a
¢ "i"ian
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the small segment of the Filipino population comprised of college-educated People 6

The present study cannot reject the hypothesis that the greater anﬁn.mgt
attitudes of the Protestants than that of the Catholics in our sample resulted frop, the
former’s status as a religious minority group. However, the fertility of Protestan
is lower than that of Catholics in a number of countries (e.g., the U.S.) where Pro.
testants are not a minority. As such, we must consider whether the Protestant ang.
natalism uncovered in this investigation arose from the experience of minority statug
or from Protestan tism per se.

A way to isolate the separate effects of minority status and religion on fertility
attitudes would be to compare the attitudes: 1) of Protestants enrolled in Protestant
educational institutions to Protestants in non-sectarian institutions; and 2) of Catho.
lics enrolled in Catholic educational institutions to Catholics in nonsectarian sch ool
systems. Each of the two sets of comparisons (Protestant cf. Protestant and Catholic
cf. Catholic) would hold constant the effect of religious minority and majority
status, respectively, while varying the degree of exposure to the respective religious
institution (yes, sectarian vs. no, non-sectarian). Data favoring a ‘‘pure’’ effect of
religion on fertility attitudes would be a difference between those educated in sec-
tarian and non-sectarian systems but no difference between Protestants and Catholics.
Evidence supporting a “pure” effect of minority status on fertility attitudes would
be a difference between Protestants and Catholics but no difference within these
groups according to sectarian/nonsectarian schooling. The indicator of an “inter-
active effect” between minority status and religion would be an effect of sectarian/
non-sectarian schooling which varies between Catholics and Protestants. The latter
result was found among college-educated women in Australia and the U.S., where
Catholics have higher fertility than Protestants and where sectarian education is
associated with even higher fertility for the minority Catholics but has no effect
for the majority Protestants (Caldwell, 1980; Johnson, 1982). Consequently, both
minority status and religion have pronatalist effects on Catholics in Australia and
the U.S.

The present pilot study could not determine directly whether the effect of
sectarian/non-sectarian college educations on fertility attitudes was similar or not
between Catholics and Protestants in the Philippines. (The number of Protestant
respondents from the non-ectarian college was too small.) However, Catholic res-
pondents in Catholic and non-sectarian institutions of higher learning desired similar
numbers of children (Table 7). Perhaps Catholic sectarian education is pronatalist
only in countries (e.g., Australia, the U.S.) where Catholics are 3 religious minority-
This possibility would suggest that the impact of religious instittions on fertlity
orientations depends on the minority status of that religoys group.

An extension of these relationships from Catholics tq Protestants implies that
both religion and minority status should have antinatalist effects on Protestant
Filipinos. In other words, not only should Protestants haye greater antinatalist at"
titudes about fertility and contraception than Catholijcs have but also Protestants
from Protestant colleges/universities should have greater antinatalist attitudes tha?
do Protestants from other institutions of higher learning, The former relationshiP
was obtained in the present investigation, and the latter finding was reported by
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FOOTNOTES

I'The use of English should not have impaired the quality of data collected. Accopy,
to law, English is the language of instruction beginning in the third grade of elementary s\-h\,t:g
As such, all the college students in this survey had been listening to lectures and tak'm'_n: \vnneﬁ
examinations in English for a minimum of eight years. As a precaution, however, the questioy.
naire was reviewed by two Filipinos prior to the first pretest and edited to remove unfamjjig
word usages.

"

“Classrooms at the two Protestant universities were visitedon a non-randomized basis. Nop.
Catholic Christian students were asked to identify themselves and to fill out the questionnaire,
Those only nominally affiliated with a non-Catholic Christian religion may have been less likely
to respond to this request. This possibility may have increased the likelihood of our finding g
Protestant-Catholic differential in reproductive orientations.

3The excluded religious groupings were as follows: Aglipayans (N=26), Buddhists (N=4)
Iglesia ni Kristos (N=7), Mormons (N=2), Muslims (N=4), and Seventh Day Adventists (N=11).

4The following occupations were classified as professional: architects, engineers, surveyors,
chemists, pharmacists, natural and agricultural scientists, professors and other teachers, physicians,
surgeons. dentists, nurses, professional medical workers (except mid wives), medical technicians,
lawyers and jurists, clergy, charitable and social welfare workers, accountants, social scientists,
artists, writers, musicians and music teachers, engineering technicians, laboratory and research
technicians, draftsmen, cartographers, research analysts, and taxidermists. —

5The average number of children (sons plus daughters) desired by our respondents was much
larger than the average obtained by Lacar (1974.) One possible reason for this discrepancy might
be differences in geographical coverage. Metro Manila has the nighest level of economic develop-
ment and the lowest rate of cumulative fertility in the Philippines (National Census and Statistics
Office. 1979: 86): and, thus, the number of children desired by Filipinos would probably be
lowest in Manila. Due to financial constraints, the present survey was unable to query college stu-
dents enrolled in the Manila area. Future investigations based on a national random sample can
clarify whether our results are generalizable to all regions of the Philippines.

6 According to the 1980 Census of the Philippines, college-degree holders comprise 4.7%.0f
the total population. Those who have attended but not yet graduated from a college or university

comprise an additional 7.2% of the total population.

) 987
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