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This paper articulates tho conoopl af kat.hat.:abanp (rodproc.ity 
~J'SlemJ of the AlerttnSO in the coate.rt or natural dt:gy;ters in 
Bubong, /.,,,smro de/ Sur and in Pantao /lagat. Lanllo do/ Norte.. 
~""ft J\lenm110-pupul11lt-~ communities lll'P ,rulnorablo t,0 TUJluml 
dniasters bocaCJSO of lheir l!f!OIP7lphical IOCBtion. Tho purpose of 
t.his study is to describe tJ,e nature ork.sthaLBbangs ass J.foranoo 
mutual sid system, its notions and salient dimensions and 
analyze how s,ocia} c.apital inOuenoos the ohservanco of 
bt.batabanga. Guided by tlro social capital thoory and social 
ru:changc theory. this study utilized data colloctod from in-depth 
intervi~ws of 15 Ateranao. 8 males and 7 females. ogud 25·70 
J:"ears ,vhose ages rsngo from 26 t,o 70 yDArs old 
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--~~ •• ~~ 
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~lfttn,tthm• kinsllip lif>II 11nd tJTttt'fll 1111 11AAurs1wr IJfJt/ lns,Jr,,nflt_, 

Alan,,wr..r. k,dJ1•llll11JnJII(. RP 1111 lf!Jfroltl r111sto1nflry prtJfl.J./o,; 1~ 

fR-ffltNU•INI 11ad ,i,fm't.wir,Nl witl, tl,o 11()(]/n/ inR/ It u/Jnru.: 1,, 1 Ju, 

AldrwJJMJ •oPly, 

Koywotda· katl1ot.1Jb~nlfll, nuturaJ diRoster, roriprocity, 
AOC.isl cnp1t,j I 

lntzoduction 

Wlth tho pressing problems on climnt.o change, the Philif1pincs Ilk 

ooo of tho most·affccted oountrics~ is grappling wH,h Lha consequences it 

bcing situatnd in tho typhoon bell wit.h an average of 20 LyphOOM 

annunlJy. In 2009 al011e, three tropical storms Popeog, Sant.j and Ondoy 

NMtl,'Cd Lbs arun1ry rc.-su1ting to 46, 000 homes comploLoly dcsLroycd, 

hundreds of lives lost, and damaged properties and crops valued ol 

tmllions of pesos. Occauso of climate change, Mindanao not only Lhc 

nortltem parL but Lhe southern part as weJl has been visiLcd by natural 

calamities. 
'l'ypboon &'1ldong and Pablo aro Lbc two strongesl storms that hil 

in Mindanao in two decades. During Lropical storm Sendong, its cff~t 

was citended to neighboring provinces in Mindanao, particulo~ly 10 

UUUto de] Sur. Aa Carolyn Arguillas .reported, out, of tho 26 Mindanao 
· , . d dcr anY 

Pl'OVtnccs only SuJu and Tawi-Tawi have not bcon place un . 
mabllc ..-a- • • h·.1 Lanao, it 
,,... ou.,TOJ wanung signal. When tropical storm Pablo 11• I.fl . 1 
aho left an undesirable consequences lo the )jfo of tho people, particular Y 
rn ti difi'i • • drnts wrre 18 f!l'Ont barangays of Bubong Rama.in and Kapa1. rtcm I w 
roded by • . . . ' • brougt1f, 

•Ls devastating impact in torms of I.ho darnagcs 11• 
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th(l aJiedt!d uplmd and eoa&al rom mwti1le$. Many people L<.t their 

~'i>t'rocs and loved onetS~ Govemmml infra.strucL~ fariliua were 
~,,.,y-rd td~ buildings od power source provider. 

fllf M~, one ol Lhe l 3 Mu.slim gro,up1 in I.be Sou Lhem 

Phil~ who inhahiis the Lanao provinces, were a.lso all'cewd by ~ 

(l.ti\w-al disaster tha.t struck the &OU1.hern part. of Minda.na,o, part.icularly 

au~ typhoon Sendong and typhoon Pablo. However, Lhe a&Lenl.ion of 
medi3 uld and the sites of as..~st.a.om were foeusod and conccnt.rated in 

lbt> nearby citi~ ol lligan and Cag.ayan de Oro. Since only a dearth or 
~t literMunas, &.bus this study was oonduc-lcd.. The Meranao are known 
{t'f' ~ir mulual aid sysl-em or reciprocity sysL,em known a.s k.at.haf.lJbanga 
i!l timf.s c-l nee<L This paper studies kathatJJbanp during naturaJ 
dL~ers.. ~ study describes ilie nature or reciprocity {kat.haubanga) 

am~ Meraoao informants who experienced natural disasLcrs'its 

dynamics, ootioo&, salient. djmensions, and t.hc socio-demographic 

ch3J"BC1e.ristics which served as social capita.I in exchange relat.ions. 

An Overview of the Meranao 

The term Meranao is used officially by the Philippine government 

u:i reference u, t.he southern tribe ("AboutM.aranaos", 2006). Along Lhe 

Illa»un and Maguindanao, th.e Meranao is one of the three related 
inc:bgenolls Moro groups naLivc w the island of Mindanao. Before Islam, 

Ui\e Mf!nl.nao were already organized inm independent and kinsh ip·based 

PmiticaJ uniLs. 'rhese uniLS were settled in various pa.rt of the lake, but 

were organized into four pengampong (st.at.es or encampments) 

adnrinis~red by lea.I datu. (chieft.ains) in whlch these stat.es were in 

Bayabao, M.a.si11r Unayan and Balcri (Presidenual Commission for the 

&:nnbiLtalion and Development of Southern Philippines, 1980). Most 

M'eranao fallow Ule standards of Islamic beliefs and practices. They 
co .d 
M nsi er Qur-an as the Words of Allah (God), revealed to Lhe Prophet 

Prrlth~mmad Lhrol\gh Archangel Gabriel, and as ,t.hc source -of all Islamie 
noples and values. 
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f ~ safh"nt llrarti<X's in Mcranno is seeo in p .. _ 
Onr o 1) J nd •1C1r L· 
Mari~o liuntll~ are usua Y nrg,c R., rutlendoo beca .. .,-•o~hep 

~~~- 1 aL.;o not unsual Co find mamed children 1 ~ b,11h 
f rmldf"'ll t L" • d . d I . . ' rouu i\,; . 

o ea~ dOS<' f ncn s an re alJv,--s hving lofre h es. tn• 

bw" god U1 ~me r ·t· r. ts t <!r i 
"' !?(XX)) Many Mcranao ,am1 ,cs ,ind Lhis farn••~ 1 none 

d (lb~, -L th UJlJi Hruct 
n t A ... :one who docs not ~narc e burden of Lhe ki . "rci 
b;'a.,f lfel ru•} J n gtou . 

rd anti 15 rcfuS('(I help when t 1e c1rcumstanees arise._ This P ts 

~ .l"eb--nnn~bility helps to prevent members from dest 000.cept 
of ro,lkrtJW o,- . . TI . ""OJ'lng U1 

of their turuhip groufJ. ius~ 10 Lanao no "'po b e 
rt'p,&1.at:.ion . . • . re food~ 

be ~n tx,gging rn pubhc m tJus sJ1amcs aAI mem'"- '"~ 
AIJntn&O C2n .., • ~rs of h 
1.-..--&.- (DLi.:oma. 0000). fhc sucire..ss of one member of a kinship 18 

.,miwP . group ts 

the surress of all bu, kinsmen !'- lS ~ot unusual, for example, to see 
mrrs rn Marsw-1 rongrotulatmg krnsmen who passed a com .. 

~ . -~ h' 1 . . f)etit,ve 
,aamutJan. or was appmnf.cu to 1g 1 pos1t1on or enthroned sultan 

~-oma. 200)). 
One of the most saJient cultural practices of the Meranao hrou ht 

by uus strong sense of kinship is their ruciprocity system known gas 

bc/JdWJ.fnga. Kamlian (2005) st.ales that the nawre of kathaL.ahanga is 

often made msrufest when an individual is confronted wjth a problematic 

9 tuauoo like io death, marriage. investiture, and resolution of conflicts. 

Allhough non-refa,tivcs such a.s friends are sometimes included in this 

oomplex l)('t,work, this rreiprocity works more intensely among circles of 

dose n'lal&\'t'S (Briones, 1985). ObJigations and responsibilities within 

h~ are clumn('fed through the opa.kal (organization). This is a 

formal argaruation with well·defincd and written oodes. It regulates the 

WBJ& and prooodures by which act.i\,itics are followed. In it are t.he lists of 

nuclear familres within the system and this is kept in t.hc care of a 

member of lhe oouneil of elders. In many cases, the opakat designates one 

or 8 fow i:od1\llduals in roUecting the members of a nuclear families' share 

m tunes of crisis The amount of Uibang(aid) is prescribed in the code. In 

lhe past_ lhi~ rode was ve-rbaJ but since the group is expected to grow, 

lhey have now written the main points. 

Anolher important aspect of Merenao culture and society is 

I1llln/t11.baL Amlrdiog to Saber (1960), it is a way of expressing iJie 
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"' ~ ... itivitr of a Mcranao when it, comes Lo protecting nnd upholding lheir 
:onor and dign.H.y. ll, includes socinl st.aLu~, or position in th<? community 

s wPU 86 nobilit.y and royalty of the ram1ly and kinsman CSaber, I 000) 
8 

ride and honor (Gowing, l 979). It i.s demonsLraLcd or displayed nol 
:ccaa~ of indjvidua) choice but bec3use of social coercion or demand 
(J)lsoma, 2000). According lo Med.ruck (1974, p.187·194), alLhough it is 
common ta cquato .ma.ratabat wilh "st.aLus and rnnk scnsjtivity," ho 
argues tbnt. there is no single equivalent. English term or phrase that can 
capture its essence.. Ue also added that il cannot be reduced to amor 
propio, sclf·esteem, stalus honor, or rank-sensitivity, because jt involves 
•perception of t..he total organization of the society, and a moral bond lo 
others. Li can be au.ached lo any behavior which has impLie11tions of rank. 
In this regard. it means that conffict over maratabat is endemic in 
Mcrdnao society (Disoma, 2000). Th.e failures and successes of the 
1fe.raoao a.re mainJy t.raceahle to their marauibal, which has become part 
and parcel of their lives. lt. is a factor t.hal can make f-amilies become poor 
m an insLanlr, or make Lhem solid, oohesiv~ unified and acbjeve success 
in any undertaking. lt can also compel them to obey Lhe law and observe 
order and ,can promote among them smooth personal and inter-personal 
relationships (Disoma, 2000). In addition, Merarlao have practiced 
marataba.t as a mark of distinction which makes them unique among aJJ 
other ethnic groups. Maratabat is equated with "h.iyli' or shame, honor 
and dignity, rank. self-esteem or "amor propio," reputation and "face'. 
The substance of marat,ab11t lies in the symbols shared beliefs, images in 
l.he collective reputatio~ and in public morality of the Meranaos. When 
positively directe~ it gives them unit)', strength, and identity; it serves 
as a driving force in Meranao everyday life, be it social, political or 
economic (Disomangcop, 2007). 
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Ynun.owork of the Stwly 

H<j('Jnl 1,xcl1nn1eo 'Mioory a.nd Sr,ei1d ~01,iuaf Th.,x,ry 
,.0nJ~.(t tho conr11pt. of Jatll111L1Jb11nl{IJ <r,~-ipn}(..-it,y Gv,rf,c, ) ara u~d a,-J 
.. .. ✓ • -, m ttm1m 
Ma\runuu In tho wmtJu•m porL of PhHippintlft, " t~ 

Aoclnl ,c~hon,ro 'M1mry (!Xputhuc aocinl c•xchan,rc IJr.,f 
,., ll(J O ~T 

"" ,1 proru"" or nof(otJnu•d ,u,chnnSfOH boLwu,,n two purt,i,u, , 111, 
• b h ... •n "'"' ;,J.~ 

r(thtUOfHthllJH ont formud 9/ t, 0 U80 or IJ ttul,j«!CUvo C08L-J.Jennfjt ~ 
-m; 1 nonl;,,t' 

ttntJ lh" .x,mporbwn of nlt.ornnUvu8, AH a ro1tufL, humnnJJ &P,ek JR 
1 h h 1, . • mward8 nntJ nvold 1,unui mont~ umonlj cJComo n rot,onaJ bcinga. and the 

t«LliruJnrd" 1.htJl humo.nB tt.so lo ovulunto ond Lho rowurds vary ov . 
(w &'f' ,- ) m- LJll'U) nnd from 1K•r1tor1 to pt•~m 08l umt.rr, 2007 . Moreover b 

, 0CDIJ.8e 
rulntion,.hla,H nro lnwrdopondonL aruJ f.ho rolotionnl life iR a proocHS (We 
& Turnur. :l007) ttomo obllgnLlons and roMponAilJiHUca aro shared W:~ 
porcf\lVf-<l (LuvolJo, Hupp & ~rocknor, 2007). In a direct, exchange, 
rt-ci1,rocntJon tnkos plooo nnd l8 conlinolJ by t.he Lwo actors where one 
..c,rinl ncLor providca vaJuo Lo anolhor and tho oLhor rcciprocaLmt As 0 

m"uh .. rcclproclLy booomce a t.rentmcUonaJ palLorn of interdependent 
crXcchnn~ u folk b<_lJ,of, nnd a mora.J norm. 

Rociprocity is one of the earliest. principles proposed by social 
scionli11Le <MnuHS, 1026). IL has been a foundation for many social and 
t'OOnomic thnorias. sueh oa AOCiol exchange (BJau, 1904>, equity theory 
0 lolfit'Jd~ Wolst.cr, & Jlorschcid, 1978), conlingont exchange (Deut~h, 
1070) bcmolic<>nco (Gouldncr, 1973), and alt.rui.sn1 (Batson, 1998). 
SonoJogicol Ll1oorim, emphasize Lhc norms that operate in social ties, 
while oronomic thoorictt cmphaRizc rationalit,y in people's social bebnvior. 
lwci1,rodty in a rcJnlionBhir, can occur swifLly or with long Lime lags, 0nd 

the l~s of things exchanged may differ on each side and change over 
LJmc In a group, giving and recoiving can occur broadly among rnern~ers, 
not Just omrto·one CVarbrugge & Angelique, 2008). Since reciprocity_ 18 an 
abiding norm in sociul UCB poople mve help resources, and affection LO 

f t:,• , aooncr 
otJuirs willingly and with kind intent.. A basic expccw.Lion is t,hat,_ . 
or later, tlie rocciwr will help t.ho rrivcr As a rosu)L, Lies of rccipbr~

1
-
1
ty~ 

become 80CutJ bedrock for incUvidut,~I ~cllb-0ing and sociclJ.ll sta. 
1 

J • 
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Wtufo rfw norm of rru1prori1.:,y is ,. unlv~ntltl r>rincir,lu of behavior, rt.8 

nutn1fr)flt11t.lorut, tho (1mph11,-ltt p1ar."d u110n if., And IJao f'Hlwor it ha11 tn 

inOtuinro ~inl l,ohuvior wido-ly in I"' dt'.tt1ifH from aiLuntion w Ailuation. 

ond {rum sodnty lo ROriN.,y (wiklpo,Un.org). In t.Jho flhilippinm., when., 

fJt'(lfllr oro so conrorn11d ttboul gc-ttlr•g ulon" wiUt 01,hora, r~iproc:ity Is u 

('CJJ1~t6n1 conRldorntion, and Romo knowlodao of it.a oporntion ;,. C886TttioJ 

for 00 undorMlllndinR of Philippino Modr:ly. In n nntionoJ «tmly conductod 

liy lfullntlt-cinor (I 00 J, p.387·'1 I 3) ht Lho lowlnn<I of rhilippincH. 

purt.kulnrJy 1'ulnyan, llulncan, she found out lhnl in tJ-uit particular 

lowland communir,ir•s, ii, yiold8 n Lhroofold clnasificnwon of r<'CiJ>nlCity 

munrly, rontracl.ual mciprocit.y1 qucu1i~cont,rnctual reciprocity ond utnnr 

ntr/((.,h (dobt or grot-itudo) roci1>rocity. 

In on inlornot.ionnl etutly cnlitlod, •icrcolin" Continuit,y Through 

Mulual Assistonra: lntorgcncraUonnl llociprocity in 11our J~thnic Groupan 

by Gcrnnt'11 C2oo:1), rosults show that mutuuJ aKSist.nncc was a critical 

rfonwnl in intogrntionnl rolatlons in oU African·Amoricnns. Lntinos, 

1"1l1pino·Americons, and Camboctian~Am<1ricone groups as it rcprcRcnla a 

rontinuity within f,hc fnmily ancJ was a part of a broader cultural olhos of 

romily relntionships. h also shows Lhnt, thoro wm·o dilTorcncos l>oLwccn 

~roups 10 ovcrnll approach f.o mutual assistnnco, tho factors to which t.hcy 

assigned lho grcat&l importance, nn<l tho dogroo of dissatisfaction 

e1xprcsscd ov<'r fnmily rclnfjonships. 

AcconJing lo Putnam (2000), social capitnl is tho expected 

collectiv~ or C'COnomic benefits derived from Lho prcforcnLinl Lrcatmcnt 

anti roopPraLlon botwcnn individuals and groups. lie also added that 

!,()('}al capital focilitntca cooperation and mutually supporlive relations in 

communities nnd notions and Lhcroforc a vaJunblo mcnns in combating 

muny socuil disorders inherent, in modom societies. I le aJso believes that 

it ran be> measured by Lho amount of trusL and rociprocjty in o community 

or betw~n individuals. In tho individualistic approach of Nan Lin (1999) 

when a f)C?rson invcst.s in n social relation, thnt person who invcsLcd 

CfKJ>ecfSJ a return in their relationship. This is also what Robinson, 

~hm,cJ, nnd Siles (2002) nro also saying that oocnusc of sympathy, Lhc 

OUto • 
r 18 nlkO expected to do tho some because of what tho olhcr person 
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(J gg7) 1 his socinJ cnpital is form<'d Lb.rougJ 

did 'fo No~,wn ' • 
1 vo lu<?a 

h.ch mCJuenco interact.Jon. 
QracJ 

tutod~ w 1 
,1 

o Tb1.B theory h11s two sub·sources, LJl~ sum~nry, or tho heha . 

d 
of actions Lhnt fuJfiUs e baSJs of <lmng what • . VJor 

that JS rn.a e up . . . . is 1nhert? 

cntaJ which ,s tbo behavior Lhnt JS taught t."- nt._ 

and thP 1nstrUm 
8) •uuugh one 

d. vcrtjmc (Portes. 199 .ln summary, social 1. 
s 

surroun mg O . • • . 80 JCJarit 

..J-p' .. tion w tJ1e mctiV1duaJ who donntcs tus or hnr Y. 

bca>ml'S an &WI "' 
. . <CC r~urccs 

• , ___ 1_ .... a 8 di.reef repayment from tJ1e recJp1onts but bccau tl . 

IS llOL S(.'t!A.UJ~ • 

SC lC1r 

re1auonslup is a part of SOCJal st.ruc1:ure. . 

In tlus study, at is hypotJ1rs1zcd that. t.hc informant's nge, . d 

r iJ • h • h gen er 

marital stntus. and monthly iam y tn~me "!" ,c . are included in Lh~ 

mtcrVJl'W guide arc parts of the Mcrannos SOCial cap1t.aJ. These variables 

arc assumed determinant factors for the Meranao in the observance of 

tbl' bthaJJJbanga {reciprocity system). In Lerms of gender and civil 

st.a~ smglc maJe and fcmnJe Meranao who have no income am not 

expected to help finnocialJy but can extend non-financial assistance. 

However. male and femaJc Mera.nao are duty·bound to exl.end financial 

and/or non-financial assist.a.nee. A age bracket is categorized into young 

and old m this study. Young Meranaos are those whose age ranges from 

25 t.o 30, while older Meran.ao are those whose age ranges from 31 and 

abo"-e. II is also considered in this sLudy that, oJder Meranao have more 

wi...:dom and expenencc on the things what to do, especially in 

kathaUJ~"ll than the younger Meranao. In Lcrms of monthly family 

inmme. Meranao family w1Lh higher monthly income such as P20,000.00 

above are expected to give morn than those fa milics who have a Jower 

monthly UlCOme 
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BoaialCapital 
- Ago 
. Gendor 
. Civil StRltra 

Est.imou,d Monthly Family 
Income 

Dynamiaa of JcalJ,st,11.bsngB 

Old generation of 
Meranao extends a.II 
typos of help 

- Young oduJts mostJy 
extend assistance in tho 
form of money 

- Voluntary and 
involuntary 

Notiom of kat.hal8bao.gs 

- Kathatabanga h.aB moral 
dimensions 

- Katbatabangs is part of 
Mer&rulD marat.aba t 

- Kstluuhangs is one way 
to s'lmngthcn kinship 
tics 

- &thstabangs is an 
assurance and insurance 
system 

' 

i 

I 

' 

Reaiproaity System 
·Kspamagogopa 

·Kapsmspwida 

Figure 2. Diagram for the Theoretical Framework 
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Reeaarch MethodoJocy 

1.Dcale~the&udy 

Th<' study w-ss conduC'(~ in ll1c municipaJit.y of llulJo 

d~l Sur. and 1.n the mun1opahty of Pant.no Ragnt in La l'IR io •~ 

Thosr sites "~ gi\~n lc-.ss p.riorilacs by the go nao deJ No llao 

calsmU..W_..S. As.idf> (rom being rural municipaJitiru- vct.hrnlll<?ot dU.tarte 
"'-0• CSe In-- ng 

\"UlnrrabJc to d1S&Ster such as Ooods nnd landslides c.auaed b r•~ cl.11 

I • • { n_ 
Y Oven e 

of ahe m"('f'S dunng at anuties. n Uljyang, th<" Karna . r ~,0 ,, 

• b • 1 • ngo n "er ~ 

arerfiov.-s dunng e.3\.°Y mms resu Ling to waist-deep 11 . U€lJaHy 

• '"" • hbo • Fl . OOdtng • 

muruap&.l1ty anu n.mg nng areas. ood1ng bee.am tn Lhe 
e Wors d 

Sendongwhcn lhe "'-rater reached th<" roofs of the houses. e tJtiog 

Lanao 
de/ Sur 

Figure 3.1 Map of Lanao de) Sur 

----
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~ .. -1 •• .., ,.. 

s• ■ tkr 
i,7/"'---11~--.Plftft 

Figure 3.2 Map of Lanao del Norte 

IU 

L.anao 
de/ 

Norte 

Pant.ao Ragat is a fourth c]ass municipality in the province of 

Lanao de] Norte, Philippines. It is generally an agricultural municipality 

with corn, coconut and root crops as its major produc~. Farming is Lhe 

major activity of the populace. Also, the area is prone to floods and 

landslides due Lo the rampant cutt,ing of trees. 

Methodology 

'JTL! h" h d the interview method, a 
11us is a qualit.ative study w 1c use . d • 
. ·b li~ xpenence an give 

systematic subjective approach used tn descri e ~ e ured • terview 

th!m meaning <Andersen & Taylor, 2009). A semi-atroct 
10 

gu1de was used to gather data. . . by tbe researchers 

b There were 15 informants ~urpoai~ely ~ose~ in the community 

ased on referential system. That I.S, certam re;ide~ individuals as 

who arc known to the researchers, ref erre ce 
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• 1 , 0r..rmanlll in t.hiH study. Hcsonrrh othic~ 
f1(_1("u\•(1 I lU Wt,ro I. 

111UH uf'II(' uf dntn got.honng 1'ho ore<'JtS ~ I ho infonnonl-8 w Ou90,F'\rr•d 

thl' ~ 000 of Lhl\ n-.scmrehors hod rnlnlJVUH in LhnRo pluco,. :Jl Qu14i Q ': 

lJC("JI rd for I.hem 1.0 refu8l' OSflCf'inlly whon Lhcy err 0Jl8c)Ciot-0d nd It w0~ 1 
hr t ting tht' study, tJ10 n:oonrohor bnd n1mronrhert U1 h llut hofu, 

~;vnUty w osk ponniMSion Lh~ough stJpuloLc.-d in tho J~u.o~d of lh~ 

m t NS- The inrormenl.A woro informed of tho notum of from lhl'l 

fflllOSLl"C.:iccd v.,hclhor Lhny worn willing Lo bP. int.orvi~w drogQnrch Dfl(J 

~«'l"'f could u8(' cnmc!rn nnd rocorrlor for documnnLoti c Ond ,r Lhfl 

n_i,corrlcd intM'Virws woro t.ranecribed U1oroughly :· 

tJw lnts-rvlrw ._,nre in Mt'raruio lnnguoge end wPrc lr~n8l~cJP~rui or 

1 .. o-nno ~nn,Jlrrs in lhr rcBOJln:h tenm. Thu dat.o from th I Y LhEJ 
pJc,u th . 1 • c nt.tirv• 

_, ---t,--,u-l t,hrough emot.ic nno yetR ~ a method rO,,,. 'd , 1l'~ 

~ •• .., IWJ.Ul,...CU ( _\ ( i1 • 1 ontJf I 

oruilytlng, ond report.Ing pnt.tcmB themoHJ Braun & Clnrk(!, 200G) Y ng, 

Fin~ and Diacuaaion 

Socio~phit, Profile of the rupondents 

or the fift.oo.n (16) ioformnnt.s, Lhe youngest M~ranao is 2u ycnni 

old wtulr Um oldest Mernnao iH 80 yeare old. Thoro nro Lwo cn~gonrni or 

a,rr tlwt wure cons1dnrod in ihle study: young Meran.ao and old Mornniw 

In lluN swrly. th.ere were four young M~raoao informants uncl 11 old 

Mt'mnao With n moan age of 62.60, most of tho informant.a arc older 

Mcrnnao v-1 ith more knowlodgc and oxperienccs in Lhu involvcmont of 

btba1JJl111ngR.. 

Thoro aro 8 male informanl.B and 7 fomalo informants. Findin&S 

tilWW lhut m Ul1s tn.udy, majority of tho mnlfl informant.s prcforro<l 

kapatnJJJlOf:DfJJJ (mutual aid through physicaJ assist.uncc). 

Most of the informanl.8 arc morned while tho two lnformnnl.S 8"' 

~gle ond widowed. In i<'rmR of estimated monthly fomily income, moi~ 

mformnnt.B f!aro PI0,000.00 nrul lmu; while oLhers onrn PlO,OOO.O 

Pl 6,000~0 and Pl 6,000.0ft P"l0,000.00. In practice, M6rnnaos, rcgurtr: 

of ':11°rr moomc ext.end finnncia.1 o.B.BisiHnf!c. and Lho amount <lcpcn 
lhC'1r mcomo. 
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ThC' limlinR of th" tittudy in tc•rms of ogl', r,ondor, civil RtnluH, and 
t'\.;tirnntutl monthly fomily income cun oxploin Lho nt~sumpLionA of Lhc 
soriol I rxc·hnng-" t tu,ory whore tho AlllndnnlR that humane tum t,o 
rvtJluul<' ,111tl rc-wu1~cl vnry ovrr t.im<' on<l from person lo pcrRon. BocouKc 
)f Llw scn~ity of the r<..'Soure<'s, on<'•~ ocLion Lownrds k11t/111t1Jb11nff11 is 
~(fccu"I. Tht'ir ugo, wrnlor, civil st,ntus, nnd nslimnlcd monthly fnmily 
im~rot', wludl ore viowed os ROt·iaJ caJ)illll. or-o resources which dclino 
nnd limit tho ty11<'~ nf aid (t11banp) and Lho dynomi<'s of k11tJ1olHl»1ngn. 

Notions of the Mm"UlB.o KJJthatabanga 

J(uthat11lmnpn (reciprocity system) is o 11romincnt fouluro in Lhc 
Mernnao ~i<'l.Y, 11 is n sy6t.om of mutuol nssistunco being proctjccd 
within mcmbc,rs of o clon nnct in n M~ranao o commuruty. Although t,his 
mutual hcl11 sysLcm is obsorvcd in all fnccLs of M~ronoo culture, tho 
findings in this st,u<ly limit iLB soop<) int imcs of natural diAastor. 

To give o clenr on illus( mt.ion how kHllu1t,11banga opornLcs in the 
M<'rnneo community, 15 k<'y informont.s who cxporioncecJ noluroJ 
disnstcrs in L.nnao and had prncticotl reciprocity systom woro 
interviewed. Tho interview resulLq hnvo dominant themes which 
dosn-i~s Ulc nnlur<' of kotl1atabangzJ. Tho common themes Lhat emerged 
nmong thf' responses of the I 5 informants a·rc tho following: 

1) Kathat,abanga hns a moral dimension. 

Informant # 1: 

'?krolbiko Mcranao so .knt,nbanginiynnkololotiyon a 
msk1rkikinanglnngandntaropamn o knsasakit go kopogospil.Ji/, 
kangga,vii: odina so mgapheket,11limbo n mgokolo.midod -
lagidolapay. Siirakenna Jp!Jpa f,orayn kenkogin awnkoko 
b.abalqyakon a A,fuslim so katabangi.kokopa.gariodinalolotakon. Go 
kalllwangko o khabadalanbooto, naosto, ko so mgalolot.amiimonn 
miyanabangrekamikokiyo·.,;e.ndon6?1n1i". <It is an obligatory t,ru;k 
for a M6Tanno to help or assist fellow kinsmen who is in ncccJ of 
help he it in sickness end hospit.alization, death, or in the course 
of natural calamities such as flood. For me, I fcol obligated being 
n Mw;lim lo help my kin bcx-ause t knew that my ac-t of giving will 
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. rocated cvcnLually, end ~t, docs cspccit1)f 

be ~~-A such dreadful nnturnl d1sostor 0 8 &nJ Y:)whcn 
~~n~ ~~ ~ 

Jnformont #2: 

-,r,..1,,. Ja,mi maumo o lolot.s"';'°.,.o 
v,,.a . ··~ ro.801,o 

akondenkatawan kalongvn 11 pnparansakiina nah mi no_ di 

"'- ,a1n1"ma11to nah myangalolokes kanii nn.h PBnnJ ryob1nllsa 
1 omQn , . 1.. 

41llm1u }._ • 

1.c m,·,VII O mplolotami a..r, mynm11n11 b11ngrknmi A1 'VIOJi 

~opa JJ... .A kn h • •. wJKBalo • 
h or I tendeg. u do not ow w at WlJI hnppcn to . s1ra11 

:ur~elatjvcs because, ol. that, time, aJl of my mot::r':1thouL 

products were washed out by the water.) farm 

Informant 113: 

~lykapJ'llPJ'11 so k11thilbinabanga. Jgini ah . 

khataban1n1al_~ nah mapipiyaginnwako. lgira ali da 
01

1
1
Ya· 

:b... . ., A r I no 'J di 
khnrata a ginawako. u t ,ec s so good Lo help other peopJ 

• d E • I d e out 
when they arc 1n nee . • very Lime cJCtcn my help, J feel ha 

Otherwise, I feel badJ ppy. 

Based on these interviews, we can see that helping for Meranao is 

3 moral obligation. Through extending beJp, one's good deed is measured. 

Thus for the~ help is a good deed and that Lhe more help they give l.-0 

other people, t.he more good deeds they have done. 

The widely applied concept of sociaJ capi t.a1 helped explain on how 

Lhe kalhatabanga features solidarity and trust, when engaged wiLh 

nctworkB from Meranao society. Through kat.hatabanga, the Me.ranao's 

sociaJ capit.aJ bridged gaps between families and thus, survives jn times 

of disaster. As what Putnam (Putnam, 1993) explains, sociaJ capital 

facilitates ooope.rat.ion and mutually supports relal.ions in communjLics 

and nations and t.berefore become a valuable means for them during 

na t.urnJ disaster Ll mes. 
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2) J(JJthotsb11ng11 is part of Ma:ranao Maralabnt 

lnforownt 114: 

?<hakalilid so mesa a miyakR·rogrrragan 8 
k11ph1Jkot,11bang tl1 labaoronsoklJJ a nahlJlnmba·/11mb11an so pcrak, 
0/fllidnn di den di kapsmnngilobaan 8/Jokitkapbakoilo t,a; aya. san 
tn11babalawagno so maratabatomi a pamilya ': l.Most of Lhc Llme, 
prov1ding cash assist.a.nee to a kin is rcaJJy slrenuoue duo to 
monetary insufficiency but, we rcnJJy find ways otherwise it 
degrades our family.) 

ln general, helping t.he ot.h.cr Mcrnnao family is part of their 
momt.nbat (pride),, which involves the ma.ratabat of the giver nnd the 
momtabat of the recipient.. Their giving of help, the quaLit;y and Lhc 
amount. t.o be given is oU dependant on the sl8ius and wcaJLb. 

Areoniing to Inocente Javier (cited in Briones, 1985), "oflcn 
IT11l111tJJ.bat is translated as "amorprop;o." Bul me.ral.abat is more Lhan 
this, for its serves as a driving force in Meranao life, be it social, political, 
or ooonomic and these are intertwined in the everyday life of the people. 
Ai; n driving force, maratllbal serves as a cohesive clcmcni Lhat brings 
m~bcrs of Lhe family together not only in t.imc of peace bui mosl 
evidently in Lime of trouble." Javier further jmplies that maratabat is 
positively related to status, "financially hard·p.ressed individuals are 
Prcvent.cd by welJ-to-do relatives from rendering household services in 
J'C!tu.rn for money, because it is the dlllty of the well ·Lo-do relatives lo 
:iimd hc~p ~ their unfurt.unat.c kin. Another reason, perhaps, is t.hc idea 

. workmg 10 another's house for monoy would, in some ways, dcgmde 
~~ ~nd.ividual. Th.is is espcciaJly true when the individual comes from a 

g er strat;um of the societ,y." . 
C'1 . The resu.Jt can also be oxplainccJ in Lhe consummaLory SOCJal 
:~ wbich st.ates U1nt social capital of t.ho informants brings 
~ a viduo!s to stand for wbat t.hcy believe in and even die for it ,io the fnco 
hocadvel"Slly. This belief is inslillcd in Ll1e consciousness of Lhc people 

USo of their socioculturnJ miAeu. 
~J" As explained in social nvchange Lheory reciprocity umong ·•~ranu0 • r ~ ' cti • 
lht! £ m,ormanLs becomes a part of their customs and Lrn tmn, 
Soci~l ore, humans socks rewords and ovoids punishmenLB. ns whnt th0 

C"x.rhunge theory assumes. 
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a.,.,,)~ t'~ one "·3~ to ~ron~&hN, tho lun.sh:.1,,. t 
~\) K.,1btit:lUQ,f~- • ., l I ·~ 

lt0 S('('U d~,, kt1IN1l1t~1n1tn ~~l~m ls a mt~~ln o.f reiofc 
H l"l\O • ,1"' ~n~ of belo~nngnrs...~ ond. 80Jidnrhy in ci k 01\111~ 

and ~te\•tt!"~t4 nt~ wl~n 000 dt~ u1 tl C"<lmmumty, nH t-alnti, 10~1tJ11 
~'or 1nslll<tl'(\. 1 • t: f · l ~0~ of U 

.:rouP.. aro (t>1tf'°(t('(I W jli,-o h,~ r 10 ,orrn o nw&rtu1 or St~rv,(~'l If ~ 
t!\"\'\"11~ , tJac C'l~smn tlien. tmc cannot O.X[IOC'l hetr~ in t. 0na 
d , nttl fl~~• to ., sk r t ,, in10 o! 

~:...-s ~ McrnMO; \t ~ an (U1Aut~mll to ti • ~04' lt'lp from ml.at' 
°"-d. for • t "'ti to tho dt10. t\"{\1, ,r 
0.00 tw (\l.._tt ~~l('C llt s l& 

lnfo.rnt.1nl 116: 

~~ 1,111ili11Blw,gtJtJ8flk8lla.r SQ _di· k8nui[nna ll'"tl ·I 
~•m•""lJ. /1Ai1ifot.i..irankcucu1J,r11ecl. maJuwua11.,. ~fc!p ~:St 

0 

,.. "J r ·1 Tt -• • h. ~J <.'tn 
show~ lh(.I' lt~ of the 1Rm1 y. m ru.1altons tf> of tho clan ts 
bccunun~ stron~r because whethe-r the situation of tho muml~r 
is \ref)' bani or not. onr must ho Lhoro for him/hor Lo help.) 

lnfonnanl #& 

"'iwrd a sknl o isa. naawid a nksl o mbinab8t11·tt .. l)nc-'s 
kw dilemma is ct dilemma of all his kinsfolks.) 

Ewn among mcst.im/mestiza Mcrnnao, katlu,t.ahaaga is 

mamfostc.J when tlteir 4pure blooded Moronaos also extend bel11 lo them 
in tim~ of need. (~in C!t ul., 2004). This study shows tJrnt Meranao 
help pattc_ms among siblings with polygynous fatJ1ers (having Muslim 
Md Chnstian wives> hnvc significant impact on Lhe preservntjon and 

st.rcngthen.ing of their culturnl and religious prnct.iccs. Such help patterns 
pcrpetuak' their sense of awidanor kathatahanjfll or mutual help as part 
af their rulturaJ pracltco. It is observed nlso tJml it strengthen f amjly 
obligation and enhance relibriosity ns Muslims. 
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,&) J(At,hataba.n{fll is an assurance and insurance system 

The family and tihe kinship network is the primory source of 
·tal security. In his personal intcrrelations. 11 member expects to be ~~ nd protected by oll tho olhcr members. C.Omplcmcntary to this is aadcc i:n•s united protccLion of individual mcmhcrs; Lhe kinship group is 

~~ cfrcqucnlly oollccLivcly liable for the il~<>ga) acts of its o~n members 
•ost members of ot.hor groups. Thus~ if n person commits murder. 

:1gcancc may commonly'>«: ~acted on member of the kinship group, ~or vcn though this memboT 1s 1nnocenl (Hatfield. Waister & llcrschc1d, 
~978)_ Through this kinship network. Mernnao nro assured lhal Lhcy will 
00 given help by their relatives and other Moranao in limes of need. 
C!SJ)CciaUy during natural disaster. The k.11thatabanga lhat they ha vc 
rt't'Ciwd is likened lo an insurance syslcm thnl when one is hospitalized, 
or suffers from calamities. family members aro there lo help. In Homans' 
Exd1ango Theol)'. one of t,hc six major proposilions on exchange relations 
is Success Proposi lion. For all actions taken by persons, the more often a 
particulnr nction of a person is rewanied. lhc more likely the person is to 
perform that action (Wallace & Wolf, 1991). 

'-Panalamat kami kaaden ah m1f11/o/otami ah 
myakaogoprkami. Lagidagiyakyasagad o Pablo. Pyanabangan 
kami inmsaperak, mgabangkala ago PJ'akatalimbagakirsn so 
mgangugnguda para kokyapamulaamikomgaprprenami. • Nie 
aro lhankfuJ Lhat we have our relatives who helped us just like 
what happened during tiy,phoon Pablo. We received aid from them 
such as money, clothes, and labor. They left, their sons wit.h us to 
help plant corn and rice in our landJ 

~nother study on Meranao help system focused on the 
':;fX!~t.aon and help patterns among wives <Muslim and Christian) oft.he CO: e~o husband who co·reside in one house. It was found oul t.hat. 
hou~td clp one ano_ther in ~king care of the children, in doing 
siluat.ions ( cho~ dunng spcciaJ occasions and during emergency wives of &bcrucJ et aL, ·2003). Thus, the kathaUJbanga assures co· mutual assistance. 
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The Dynamics of the Mirmlao .Iut.batabanp 

Based 00 tire interview of the informants, findings show that 

there are some indications of variation in the practice of kalluJtabanga_ 

Among the younger MeraDao info~ts (whose ag:e rc:mges &om 

26 to 30), the kind of assistance that they give are mostly io lhe fonn of 

money. They alsa keep a_ rec~rd !ls to who~ they gav_e their assist.a:nce 

and the amount they received lD tnnes of theu need Aside from providing 

assistance to their relatives, they also extend help to non-relatives if they 

have the means. 

Jn contrast, oJder Meranao informants (whose age ranges from 31 

above) extend all types of help sucll as clothes food, money, livestock, 

seedlings, even parcel of land to their rcla tives du.ring a naturaJ disaster. 

Unlike t.he younger Meranao, they do not keep track or -record whom t.hey 

have given assistance and the help they received in return. Neither do 

they do Lhey choose to whom they will give help. 

Also, results show that gender affects the Meranao ka/JJatobanga 

Women are willing to borrow or loan in order to give assistance lo the 

relatives who are in need. 1--Iowever, men avoid borrowing money just to 

give assistance Lo the kjn. These variations are c.lue Lo scarcity of 

resources. Related to scarcity of resources is the rational choice theory. 

:'-)though _Lhis theory focuses on the actors' purposes or intenLions, iL take 

mt.o coos1deration at least two major constraints on action. Bccauso 

h~mans _are rational beings, actors have diLTcrent resources os wr.ll ns 

diff~nLial access Lo other rosources. For those with lot.s of resources, r.hr 

~chicvement of ends may be relatively easy. f-lowcvor, for those with few, 

:~~Y, resources, the attainment of ends may be <lifficuft or impossiblt> 

uutzer, 2000). 

bot.h M~roovcr, findings of Lhis study revealed that the informon~ 

receive k11nam 'd (fi 
!!',,,,., 

(ph ·ca1 . " llgBw, a Lnancial support.> und kaµnmi1g11~ , 

ye1 nssu,tancc) fr h . 
of 

kspamaga wido t . . om l otr own rclat.ivcs. In tflrms f 

kind wh1·10 . k, he tnformanLs roceivctl assistance through rnsh anc 

tn op11mannnn h 
b·1·wuon 

of hou808 and r ,,..,'?..)PB, t cy received comf orL advice, reho 1 1 , 

fj . t81'1118 with th . • ! I L' fr tl11:; 

ncling with the 8 
d e ElSSJstnnco of rcluL1vos. In r<' fl tn.,. , 

tu Y of l-lollnsLcinor ( I 96:J), she found out that f hen' nrt 
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threo typos of ~.procily systen1 that community of Tulnyan, Bulocan 

f"('Cehroo. In this study, it was found oul that thcro oro two types of 

ksthlita/Jllnlf8 namely, l<npamagogopo and knpamagawido. OvoraJJ, 

rrndings in this ~t,udy share somo similnrit,ics with the Btudies of GcronLol 

(2003) ond llollnslcincr (1963). 

Summary and Conclusion 

To summarize Lhc findings of tho study, t,ho kath.at,abanga 

practice among the Meranao people is seen as significant as part of their 

culture not only during wedding, tJ1anksgiving, or hospitalization but also 

during natural disasters. Jt is a1so viewed as an effective strategy for 

Me.ranao informants in providing their immedialc assistance especially 

when tbey are hardly reached by the NGO and LGU. Through this 

reciprocity system, Meranao kinship Lies are being sLrengthencd and 

members of the kinship group or clan arc drawn more closer. 

fl is also seen in this study Lhat the social capitaJ of the Meranao 

informants in terms of age, gender, mariLaJ sLaLus and estimated monthly 

family income have different functions which affect on how they practice 

kat.hatahanga. Young Meranao with economic means arc more likely to 

extend financial assistance while older Meranao pref erred ka.pamagogopa 

aarl_ kapamagawida in giving assistance to Lheir kin who are in need 

~uring natural disaster. Unlike young Meranno, older Mcranao do not 

~.rcoord for those they have helped and for those w•h~ help them. 

b J red M~ranao women are more wiJling to borrow money Just lo extend 

e ~ t.o tho1r relatives who are in need. However, married Meranao men 

avoid this. Single male and fcmaJo Meranao who have less income are not 

~fled lo extend financialJy but can extend non·financiaJ essislance. 

non•-~ ma]~ and female Meranao married arc bound lo ext.end financiaJ or 
nanciaJ support. 

kap. Tho Meranao way of helping their kin is cit.her Lhrough 

/cap:::gogof8 (mutual aid through physicaJ assistan~c) and 

M).__ P":da (financia) support), or both. But what.ever assistance o 
"''llnao I d. ·d ha ks • • 

hasp1tali _n •~ uaJ received during wedding. t n . giving or 

tli.sast.e..- Z«ltion, it has also Lhe same value to be given in limes of natural 

Lhat. s~~s, Lh? lindin~ of this sLudy _support Put.nam's view <2<X_J0) 
capit.aJ facilitates cooperal1on and mutually support.iv~ 

213 



'1\e t,f__. fol\lm Vol. XXX, No. 1 M~.A Ml•:....,noz, • ..t,. et al .JC . . \ f ... ,, - ,._, l; 

. . muruLie.s and therefore a valuahlre means in 

rela~ ::Uers. in this cnse, ~tural calamities. cornlnu ing 

many I ... -·•rl t.be Meranao practice of Jcathatabanga is hac.'n..J 

JAsuY,. d- - . .,,.. .,L MA~-- - ~ on lhP 
- Lh t ·1t nves moral 1men. SIO.n LU 1.ue ' CJ'11.1.a0 SOCletv ~ 
Jdeas • a J .,.. L • h. · J • a Part , 

_ .z-, o wav to strengthen &IDS •P bes> and an ac:.s1Jra n-, 
ma.mtalMI&-, u ., I • - . • l . nr,p. and 
. a11stero among t_hemse ves, parhcwar y in limes of 
1n.su.rance <I J • naturai 
dilsaster coping and adapt.abOn. 
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