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Conflict in One Upland and Two Coastal
Communities in Northern Mindanao:
Its Implications to Peace-building

NIMFA L. BRACAMONTE
SU'LPECIA L. PONCE

Abstract

Thas peper desenies the patwre amd typubgy of comfict @
M AL i‘mhﬁ! w Nstwral o Ohm'“’
Oordemesl Lapayan. 8 raral coastal com ity in Ksuswazan,
anes de] Norte: aad Canawsy, an urban cxadal commanity &
wiebmng sarvey, fras group . e
interviews, snd seeandary dats anslysis Findings showsd that
the pature of conffict in Sebucal involves seskng mfmﬂblur‘ﬁ
emd crops, petty quarrels, and boundary disputes in 8 protere”
srew that sre intevpersonal or imirs) 5 Mm"m.w
witkin the local community. Lepayan ceplures ‘&'mr k.
of the “Mindanso problem” with the August 2008 a-;mu
;'1snnialagrm1pamﬂklri¢bm¢&nminmdgﬂd_ ) in
Domestic violence thst is basically interporsonalialr Wim; o
nature is also preseni. In the case of Canaway, petty
vialence, conflict among meighbours, TEECTL SO g,
cnmes, and land disputes depict mmﬂﬂbmmﬂ&' y

conflict resolution, amicable/informal setien a;t;s‘bf‘ lupoag
strategy. The role of the barangay counct 7<=, =
tagapamayapa is crucial Lapayans case indicates
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intervention. This study examp!iﬁas_ that !.b.a nature of copgi,,
defined by the geophysical and socioeconomic characteristjeg of f}:‘s
sotting, as well as, the socio -demographic and economic profy, i [-be
Jocal population. In a generated typalag}_' of conflict, it may m fost =
combination of any of the following: simple/modergte &ndfnﬂ
complex/intense, Jocal and/or national/global, intergroup and/er inu;
group, personal/domestic and/or structural/institutional, individug]

and/or societal.

Koywords: typology chqnﬂicl,, rural upland, urban lowland, Peacebuilding,
Northern Mindanao

Introduction

As an endemic feature of any society threatening human relationships
and community stability, conflict is usually defined as a condition where at least
two aclors or groups mutually compete for incompatible goals that manifest the
dew:ed future values or outcomes. Social conflict is a process where two or more
parties become engaged in a disagreement about differently perceived positions,
inlerest, values or needs. The distinguishing features of conflict may be related to
these and resources, boundary dispute, social conflict, or identity conflict
(Spl_'enger et al, 2005). This means presence of diverging interests where the
ﬂﬁpll‘ahﬂn§ of one cannot be achieved simultaneously. Integral to the workings of
every sociely, conflict may escalate, whatever its nature is, resulting ¥
disequilibrium.
Thess nljn[l:ense armed conflicts lead to internal displacement Df_DUPl{l“_““‘,‘ m:;:
o othe 8 l;:re I'orc-ed to ﬂce because of ethnic or religious strife, civ dis‘;:l&;
eﬁwherg .:ﬁf’m ol their communities and have sought safety oy ;;mf' 1
place rcﬂ::ltinm their own country. Their circumstances differ from PO
m% "8 possible diversities in conditions, needs, problems. rams
(hitp /i Whui:h necessitate alternative delivery of development PT

rojec : ader

the “lu':":l!opmm projects for affected communities should strongly ﬁw:mj

e cullure sensitivif icipati ghould be healié "
ebuilding, oy . vily and participation. There . There shov

ependence and competition on limited resources. onCICs. foca!

eff . - :
oclive an efTicient  coordination among donor 3K

220



o Mindanne Forum  Val. XXX, No. 1 N.L. RRACAMONTE, ot al JUNE 2017

rnment unils, government agencies, and community members (Daguino et
1. 002
n While internal mr_'lﬂicl stems from deeply rooted problems, elusive peace
can be ideally countervailed by a culture of peace as o way of life mindful of
cructural and individual factors. This means harmony with one’s self, with one
another, and with the environment. More importantly, peace also means holistic
development of people who are able 1w enjoy their economie, political and socio-
cultural nghts.

Over the years, innumerable collaborative eflforts have been launched by
mndividuals, groups, and institutions to understand the deep-scated problems in
Mindanao and implement peace building projects. They come in varied forms:
peace keeping/making, and peace building in peace education, peace research and
peace studies. Options for conflict transformation include fact-finding,
conciliation, negotiation, facilitation, mediation, and arbitration.

Peace building mvolves the creation or re-creation of social relations
which are conducive 0 the peaceful resolution of conflicts. This entails a
continuing process beyond peace keeping and peace making. Peace does not only
mean the ahsence of war or negalive peace, bul also the absence of direct
violence. Positive peace requires the presence of desirable conditions in society
that are supportive of all life forms, human growth, and cooperative relations
among peoples (Sprenger et al ,2005). In the words of Johann Galtung, peace is a
stale and process of well-being and security in which human rights are respected
and human needs are met. This also means the absence of indirect or structural
valence such as poverty.

Lederach, a sociologist who heads the International Conciliation Service
of the Mennonite Central Committee, advocated that in developing appropriate
l?mdels of handling conflict, it is vital (o respect and draw from the culture and
g::k‘dge of a people. He formulaied a framework for_ peace us_ing the model o!'
ol ¢ n “"Making Peace” where Lhe three key peacemaking functions are, namely:

“calion, advocacy, and mediation. These three functions share the goal of
JUR:;iP and restructuring un-peaceful relationships incorporaling the vision u::'
s favg and substantive and procedural change. The value orientation emphﬁli‘)l
s d?:a“g "J‘ﬂ less powerful to attain a voice of peaceful relations. On the whole,
;n_\mw:‘f‘b “.dyn{lmlc understanding that conllict can move in destructive or
Mutyg]) l; - d'“fcuﬂnﬁ. but should maximize the achievement of constructive,

Y benelicial processes and outcomes (Lederach, 1996). i T
Daguing p‘:’ﬁfwir. for communities undergoing conflict, Gemeﬂb(ﬂge:i‘wd o 13;
llow thegy al, “mm)_ﬂdvnnmd that intervention strategies should be des gnfrnm

Post-conflict rehabilitation, purposely done to redeem the viclims
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cconomic insecurity, bealth concerns and social disarticulation_ [n (hy

bove contention, Uhis study attempts Lo examine Lhrec_ commun;yy
:n urban, rural/coastal and an upland rural area dominaied by
commumiy in order 1o capture the nature, types, and effects of confliet in by
upland and Jowland settings. These are purposely undertaken Lo unyeij the forms
of conflict and wdentfy Lhe peace efforts (o better understand conflin
transformation towards peace building.

h[_',hl of Lhe
e‘B. bocatag in
an mdiﬂnm,,‘.\

Literature Review
Ethnic Conflict

Amboladto (2004) noted in his study that Lribalethnic conflict has heen
the predominant cause of social disturbance being identified by hall of his
respandents. Conflicts related (o cultural differences comprise aboul Lwenty
percent of the 79 conflict situations he had documented. He further diselosed (hai
the most problematic nature of conflict sifuations which have effects on the
number of groups he asked (according Lo its rank or gravity of occurrence) include
the following; tribal/ethnic conflict, armed conflict, land conflict, political conflict,
religious intolerance conflict and prejudice, among others.

When the author examined the effects of these conflicts (o Muslim-
Christian social relations, it was learned that mistrust topped the list followed by
prejudice,  discrimination,  internal displacement  of  people,
unilateralism/exclusivism/division, intolerance, animesity,
underdevelopment/poverty and hatred. This means that the consequences of
conflict. permeate both the micro (strained intergroup relationship) and macro
level (economic stagnation and political crisis).

Citing worldwide conflict affecting Christian-Muslim relations, [ntengan,
S4d. 2004) concluded that some social confliets in the world involved religion
either as a major motivating factor, or as a (actor deliberately used by contending
groups Lo rally adherent to their cause. In Europe, for instance, Lhere is conflic
among Muslims, Catholic Christians and Orthodox Christians in Bosma; between
Muslims and Orthodox Christians in Kosovo, Macedonia and Chechaya: and
between Protestant Christians and Catholic Christians in Northern Ireland. _

_ Intengan proceeded by saying that there are (ypes of social metives
involving religion, ane of which is resistance from the hegemonic group o gradt
the intention of the other group from independence and pursust of E(!Zm'l”?um]
equality and self-determination A group might also forcibly impose their reie
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s resisted by those who profess other religi

ways of life. Feeling of injustice, exploitation andg l:}t?;z;.tl}ﬂ:ecroiyl::;mf Olflll}ws -
Icn’iwryfnatural resources of their homeland occupied by other ;J Lheir own
he political motives, among others. people are few of

A more encompassing material pertaining (o the ca

of ethnic problem is cited by Balacuit et al. (15961 Thcyuﬁ lfgdu;legol{isr:mm-
cultural or the combined psychosocial and socio-cultural factors of ethnic m::f?l?ts:t
in the Ogoni in Nigeria, Moro in Mindanao and the Tamil in Sri-Lanka. Th
found out that the common factors in their conflict situations are unequal ‘acmg
(o political and economic resources, demographic stress, cultural nationalism and

the rise of ethnic revivalists.

which 1

Conflict and Resource Management

En_vimnmenl,al care has been always part of the cluster for viewing peace
and oc_mﬂn:-t phenomena while communities build and nurture a climate
conducive to peace. Relating the role of natural resources Lo armed conflict, Le

Billion (2001) examines the connection of geography (distance and concentration)

and related socio-economic processes using a political ecology approach. He found
out that resource location and concentration is directly connected 1o ils monopoly
ion, mobilization

and that its desirability usually makes it vulnerable to contestati

of investors, and the likelihood of coup d’etal or socession. When resources arc

casily accessible and marketable and sufTiciently valuable, insurgents will have

the molivation for resource control. Rebellion or rioling is more likely to occur in

proximate diffuse resources involving large number of producers.
The connection of environmental resources and armed conflict was

explored by Sterzel et al.(2014) using data from violent conflict database from
tional Research

1946 1 2005 o the Uppsala Conflct Dais Program and Interna
.“SULULE. Oslo, Norway. They found that conflict incidence are not homogencous
across global drylands according 10 typical profiles of smiq°@logcal
:“"_'lerability. This typology is composed of cight typical value combinations of
rslnah]"s indicating environmental scarcilies, resource overuse, and poverty”
aled factors in a widely subnational gpatial resolution. o
Pov The authors also noted {hat there is an inverse mlahonshlpube'-“’(;erz
vasrly incidence or improved human well-being and lower endowmen 21' m
with ulsp and conflict pronencss. Conflict was absent when |ess overuse conve
| less human well-being, i.e., less poverly and higher income-
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Typology of Conflict

Viewing conflict as synonymous with violence, Johan Galtung (1995
proposes a typology of the cause of violence broad enough to involve the fulh':\r. :
six spaces- nalure, person, social, world, culture, time. He also added mrlf
distinction should be made between nature, actor, structure, culture, and time,
violence or peace. He argues that violence coming from nature is unintended:
direct violence from the actor emanates from the person and intended: structural
or indirect violence is buill into the person, social and world spaces and
unintended: cultural violence serve to legitimize direct and structural violence
which could be both intended and unintended; and time violence means negative

impacts on future life generations (Galtung 1996).

Conceptual Framewark

Secondary literature articulales the pervasive role of conflict 10
ps/communibics

generating, shaping, and influencing the directions of socieli ;
Dissecting the nature and causes of conflict involves varied levels fﬂn]
dimensions. Disagreements, incompatibilitics, and differences may emanate (rof
internal and external sources that can be characterized by pohtical, conom
sociocultural aspects, or even environmenlal dimensions. They can be dmsum.
al the micro or individual/personal and/or macro or structural levels The
of conflict may also involve malerial or non-malerial aspecis. ibood 804
Conflict is an inevitable social process thal threatens Im;.l |‘|nrlff"
community stability. It is a struggle between at least two interdepen™ l:nhﬂs in
who struggle over scarce resources and expenence interferency fmm. gt
achicving their goals. According to Wallenstoen (198%) conflict 18 87
siluation where two parties strive al the same moment in ame (o a0G4
same sel of resources.
| Causes of conflict worldwide had been pointed ou
mslance, Intengan (2004) argued that some social conflicts 0 the
religion either as a major motivating factor, or as 8 rallying point ¢
cause. lle revealed that religion ean be used to pursue both political @
molves hike independence, sociopolitical equality. and self-determioal m:
loadig l:l‘:l’"'"lll el al (I{Hli), on the other hand, identificd the TT:I;‘
conflict situntions in which unequal access 10 pohuicat ¢

t by samt squds
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Natural resource conflicts includ; ng (h
have received significant attention jn
natural resources is ubiquitous, (4
arise over explanations for this sjtuagon Resoy _
- 2] m -
somelumes bemme. severe and deb:'h‘mgfng, resulfin “:,”ﬂ'ﬂ_'ls can
resource degradation, the undermining of J;, £ in Violene,

. s eliboods
uprooling of communities (Castrg &Neilsen, 2001) S, and (he

0% involying jng;

. IECnous
recent yoprs Conflict Wf:"plm
OUgh much ;s

On ihe utilization of natural respurees and

vensson (1976) used the concept of ecological niche where

utilige different resources in the area. When there is ng prt:;:iz?; :tn;:edmm
regarding the utilization of these resources, most likely, conflict will arige [1“mn
internal conflict may emanate from incom murcmem
create cleavages in the community.

Conflict may also emanate from gender disparity where women are (he
usual vicims due (o patriarchy. Violence againsl women may take the form of
domestic abuse such as child abuse or intimate pariner violence. This can be
defined as a pattern of abusive behaviors by one or both pariners in marriage,
dating, family, friends or cohabitation. Domestic violence has many forms
including physical aggression or threats thereof; sexual abuse, emotional abuse,
controlling or domineering; intimidation; stalking; passive/coverl abuse; and
economic deprivation (http://durianpost. wordpress com). Violence against women
18 the most pervasive yet least recognized human rights violation in the world
(eise, Ellsberg, & Gottmoeller, 2002). _

Peace building entails a deep understanding of peace. This also means
the absence of direct violence and indirect violence or stmcwml violence.
Positive peace requires the presence of desirable conditions in sociely Lha';:;
upportive of all life forms, human growth, and cooperative m:;g;]nsrel!;ﬁuns
Peaples. Peace building also involves the creation or re-creation of ce as core
Galtung, 1996) Lederach (2012), on the other hand, looks al pea
Meredient (o {he comprehensive approach Lo pﬁace‘bm]d&ng'swd}’ also takes Int0
anwii.hstanding the above, the framework of de the Jowland/coastal
“Nsideration (he landscape approach, from the upland 10

Lhe treation of confly oL
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esolution mechanisms, as well the presence of community problems may bear
mplications (o peace-building endeavors,

Methodology

This study emplo)_red a Lrangulation research design making use of both
Lahtative and quantitative research approaches in the gathering, analysis and
pterpretation of data. The strategies for data collection include the following:
sbtaining secondary data, conducting two focus group discussions (FGDs) and 19
key informant interviews (KI1s). There were 150 houschold heads who were
curveyed 1n the three communities being studied. Overall, a total of 2013
rosearch participants were included in this study as indicaled in the summary
uble below. Furthermore, a landscape approach was used Lo examine Lhe
typologies and nature of conflict from the upland to lowland communities.

Table 1. Summary of data gathering tools and number of participants

Number of Participants Total
Brgy.
Sebuca Le? TEY- Brey. N %
| payan Canaway

' Focus Group
' Discussion e 1b i 16.75

Key Informants

Interview L ¢ y 19| 93
Survey o0 50 50 150 73.89

Total 76 71 56 203 100.00

The three research locales of the study are as follows: Setling] is
Barangay Sebucal located in an upland community of the protected area of ML.
Malindang Natural Range Park. It is one of the isolated barangay of Oroquieta
City and lies at the navel of Mt. Malindang making the ascend and descend (o
‘hf‘lpiﬂcv extremely difficult. It is one of the two core zones of the reforestation
projects currently undertaken by the Department of Environmenl and Natural
H"'ﬂun‘t'h (DENR) known as UDP or Upland Development Program and a Duich
NGO, the Trees for Travel Foundation.

Seliing 2 1s Lapayan located in a coastal rural community of .the
Mumcipality of Kauswagan, Lanao del Norte. It is inhabited by both Muslims

?-[n:] Christians and has been rocked by Muslim and Christian conflict since the
"8 The study is confined to two coastal purok (Purok6 and 7) which served as
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he evacuation sites of the Lapayan residents in the 2000 and 2008 ypp,,
conflicts in Lanao del Norte. ) '
(ine 3 is Canaway/Tibanga, located in the coastal area of [ligy, City

Setting o ;
It is characterized by congestion due to the presence of g
establishments, government institulions, and pockets of settlements inhahitg b

i formal settlers. Part of its space can be characterized as urban blight with |},
presence of criminality like theft, hold up/robbery, murder, gang wars, and map,

more.

Mmerciy|

Salient Findings of the Study

Socio-demographic and Economic Profile

The subjects in setting 1 (Sebucal’ upland-rural) are Subanen indigenous
peoples while those in setting 2 (Lapayan coastal-rural) and setting J (Canaway
coastal-urban) comprise the Cebuana/Bisaya groups. In terms of education, those
from Canaway are better educated than those coming from Lapayan and Sebucal
The modal education is high school graduate. The means of living of the
respondents indicated that those from Sebucal are mostly farmers, roughly half
of those from Lapayan are fisherfolks/fish vendors and those from Canaway have
diverse occupations like vending, and employment in various crafls, and in the
government service.

With respect to access to social services, Lapayan and Canaway
respondents have accessible roads while Sebucal folks would have o hike from 1
Lo 8 hours 1o reach the Poblacion to buy their household economic necessILES
Respondents in Sebucal and Canaway have owned toilets while hall of those from
Lapayan do ml.'have one. Electricity is the major source of power in all areas.
s _The main source of income of respondents in Sebucal s farming. whil?
Mai n Lapayan is fishing. Canaway respondents have more d“‘-”'af "{:
th“y of the respondents (82%) earn an average monthly income of PRI
mmsm w&‘;;‘lsi‘ﬁ'h':mip- half of the respondents do not oﬁ'ﬂu;l;‘" ltf:‘::fﬂ
mﬂt’ﬂnllg'n_ cal own farm lots and home lots sinoe (€Y

To puint out the existi : mong @8
the research o ng human resource capital available a "
l‘m! hrll'r:“;" il s gathered that Sebucal respondents have ihe beasd ‘?l‘:?v
- Un the other hand, Lapayan and Canaway male ressdents

few skills ngiapyy
- ¥. 0 carpentry and welding
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Among women, 10% do not hnvlf exaisting skills us pronounced mainly by
5| Subanen pespondents Sewing 15 a skill noted in the 3 arcas. But more
antly, Lapayan women have more skills than Canaway or Sebucal women.

Women play gignificant productive !md reproductive roles. lapayan
o danls indheuted that women's roles are in the domestic alfairs while those
‘ r the rule of women as essential
(verall, the Subanen respondents living in the remote upland-rural

ununity 10 the stwly are isolated, have limited access (o social services and
::mmll rosource capital compared to the Lapayan and Canaway respondents

|ive in the lowland coastal areas

Sebu
TLLL

(A |

(yom Cand Wiy amside

who
Access and Control

Men and women

hold But in erms o
[lowever, control ove

in Sebucal both perform reproductive activities in the
{ nccess and control over resources, the picture seems 1o

s =
i r these resources is more favorable o men than

vary a little
1o wiinen
In lLapayan,
dominance. With respect 1o
pqual aovess gnd control over
dmimstration of children’s m

charge of the malter.
When 1t comes (o reproductive aclivilies, ospecially  houschold

nantenance. women always do these Lasks. On the other hand, women are also
mvolved in productive activities, especially in fish vending and fish drying in

Lapayan
Nature and Sources of Conflict- Emerging Typology

| Conllicts 10 the three areas assume different nature and sources In

;:sl’-mnir:i (upland-rural), conflicts involving the killing/stealing of animals,

‘Tﬁphn :lir stolen crops, and minor conflicts involving pelly quarrels among

& im;a_“ neighbars, or boundary dispute in 4 prolected arca are inlerpersonal

’Mledmm nature from within the local community. As a moderale

el A few cac L il 18 more dnmasm in nature and the impact is at the local
cases are eaptlured in the following responses of informants:

access and control over resources would indicale male’s
educational benefits, both men and women share
these resources. But when it comes 0 health, like
odicine or the mother's prenatal, women are in



L. BRACAMONTE, et al iy
i Vol. m No. | N. RAL .4 )
The Mindanao Forum

g de six child named Ryan, 12 years old 4
;ﬁgz ggfn: g?as stabbed by a drunk man in (he
barangay hall. The culprit was an 18 year-oid guy who
fled immediately after the incident.... Another case
was a barangay owned carabao which was stolen and
butchered by unknown elements” (Willa, 26 1P)

“In the case of Sebucal, the residents of the other part of the area
are noted to be industrious and diligent in planting food crops
such as gabi/lotia/yam. The others are observed to be less

productive. These are the residents who don’t spend time

planting. But when Lhey do not have food aaymore, they go (o the
lLeld usually during nighttime and dig root crops. It is not
unusual for residents to observe that somebody else gather root
crops such as kanaka and lotia (camote is more difficult to get)
that were planted by them.” (Moymoy, 50, farmer)

On the other hand, setting 2 (coastal-rural) captures the micro aspect of
the “Mindanao problem” with g historical origin with the MILF attack in 2008

rekindling the perennial issue between Muslims and Ch ristians. This is captured
in the statement of (hig informant:

“In 2000, the avilians were not that fearful because
Lhe object of the MILF were the military. But the 2008
aitack was different. The civilians were the target of
the rebel troop, Although there were no animals that
were taken from Lapayan by the rebels hut some
civilians were helq hostages and were releascd

- lﬂller;';'hmlz ;)s :;gﬁj‘y political and structural with direct violence involved. [.L .
global concern N::L » Lha.t Prominently captures the national attention d.n:
psychological l d Surprisingly, the conflict, is intense, which involves [:h,v,su.}.‘
i crotonal wounds among the Christians that are difficull ‘
e Cﬂﬂ!mul;ilf ﬂgcl;olq and Penetrating. Indeed, the conflict did r}ﬂl :1!‘]“]
relationg, To re; y ]J. ysically, buy also shattered the fabre of =

; <l
bL‘liﬂ\md that Lbellel‘ﬂl:l?, hﬂl.md and mustrust surfaced again, albeit some S
fa0s were innocently involved
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Thus, there are mtertwining political, eeo ' ;
(his (ype of confhict that continue Lo challenge gov:tr}l':‘t::ént:ﬁ?nt;lm:m e
ssrupts social onder and the cycle seems 1o be vicious. The confl; 1[’@1“"' f
dentified s predominantly military intervention (o nec-u’rc Lh: ﬂm’t;t.um
impending threats of another siege. The place poses as potenlial areg ;::m H?m
o escalate. Until this time, there seems o be a continuing (ear that mvi:m; E%
gcuards are instifutionalized. e
' Lastly, setting 3 (coastal-urban) displays varied conflicts typical in an
urban poor community that are commonly associated with social problems
accompanying urban blight. These invalve petty crimes and misdemeanors such
o5 stealing/snatching/robbery/hold up, vices like drug addiction, and the presence
of drunkards and gangs. There are also cases of conflict among neighbors due (o
children’s squabbles. cases of atlempted rape, and family separations arising
from infidelity and wife bat{ering that bear the gender dimension. Problems of
squatters related to relocation also surfaced. A boundary dispule between the two
harangays was noted, as well as, land trouble between (wo private owners. Here

are some of the quotes from the informants;

‘Gang wars, drunkards and petty crimes like snatching

and burglary: rampant cases of drug addiction are
known in the barangay particularly in Purok 3 (in the
Pacasum property) and a noted criminal who is also &
notorious akyat bahay is also found in Purok 2"
(William. 63, college graduale)

“Crimes, addiction, drunkards, gang wars (Charlie’s
Angels, Hard Core), hold up, akyat bahay, burglary,
and stoning are common”. (Van, male, 42, college
graduate)

the heterogeneity of the

The diverse types of conflicts here speak of
ting where resources are

“ONstituents and (he situation of poverty in an urban set
*earee, and congestion and pollution are common. _
with Th.e above apparently illustrates structural vi_olence or pove:lt‘,y Lhmu:
amy] “Xisting interpersonal and domestic troubles In the locale thal amo;:
-‘nnqi harmany and social order. There scem (o be a culture of -dewancen lersg
-‘Ir;fd‘ uenig who veer away [rom norms mLh the presence of UIIEVG'S,-ga lgsd u;
the (.,?m"'r“' rapists, and drunkards residing in the area. Most often vices lea
"Mmission of erimes and violence against women.
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There appears lo be a dual portrayal of Ul}t; hs'-'f“"‘“f'aj and perggp,,
levels. of the institutions and individual concerns, of the intra-group ang e
i flict. In the latter, one group may be cpnformml,.(may
group mnnl m: mainstream society), or Lhose adhering -Lu society’s
gov fhmr:fher group, that is, the deviant group. 'I‘h.ey basically reflect
v;s iit that are further compounded when families break apart.
o l)\:lusl, often the women are the victims wh_o bear more the
and misery. The impact is local and may be classified as moderate with Polentia)s
to become intense, depending on the severity of the conflict.

refer (4 the
mrm&, Vi‘s-a.
dyﬁfuni.'lilm\

bl‘l.l ni ﬂr pg\rertv

Conflict Resolution

Amicable/informal settlement is the modal
conflict in the 3 areas. The role of the local govern

council and the /upong lagapamayapa is crucial in the administration of justice
and the restoration of balance destroyed by the conflict, situation. For example in
Sebucal, conflict is mostly settled amicably. The same is true in Canaway and, 1o
some exlent, in Lapayan,

stralegy used in resolving
ment through the barangay

also useq
cnminality in the area. Also, y
a8 mentioned mainly by the ro

Effects of Conliey

; ¢ respondents in Lapayan, those from Canaway
the police ang Barangay Tanod lo minimize or prevent incidence of

nseltled and serious cases are elevated to the court
spondents in Canaway.

| | flict. we in the physical harm as
mentioned |y almogy h e Fe seen in the physi ’
comprised almog; 4 lhir(?lf,fotrh the respondents. Being harmed and wounde

"¢ Tesponses. The data from the Key Informants

iD) particy L8 pene vd wad picture ol
- Mict : . “cipants generated a v
nformanyg identifieg during the 2008 it

‘B¢, particularly in Lapayan The
tear was u]kun “n‘ hy 3 lplp ki“l‘(l. a

n
ne of whom was an old ma
Allacker, and g ch

: Al
ld who was chopped to death. A
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“Socially, we feel hatrad against the Marangos and
sadness in our [ives However,

also realized that (here are good Mg

“The Christians werp angry al the Muslims and (he 'y said,” don’t
befriend them because they

are Maranaos, ‘ready with /build up
Your arms; peace and order was gone due (o conflict™

The new generation of Lapayan children have a
hatred, mj

Mistrust, and anger; although a few
meaning Marang

Iso learned to adopt the

people still believed that the well-
0S were innocently involved.

Emﬂ'ging Conflict Resolution

When asked how the conflict was resolved, almost a third highlighted the
role of the Joca] Bovernment unit involving the barangay captain, barangay
ouncil, and purok pregident while 16% mentioned the military as a peacekeeping
:m - Some informants were hoping for peace (15%) and praying to God,
SE’I“HK that he Filipinos seek for the assistance of God when somal dxsaslgrs
" ke, The other Bovernment agency mentioned playing a role_ in conflict
"Solution g the Department of Social Welfare and Development. This is actually
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e leading government agencies during disasters in charge of
¢ 0L the

one of th

distribution of reliel/emergency goqu. On a posilive note, respons
negoliation and dialogue were also identified from the informants’ r :ex like
which are indicalors that the informants are willing to take lasting meﬂ;h{lnses.
attain peace and order. nism fo
Table 2. Conflict Resolution Strategies
i Barangay Total

Respanse Brgy. Brgy. CB’U-
Sebucal | Lapayan anaw | N %
a

Role of LGU (Brgy . 99 7
Captain, Purok ‘ <.
President & 12 1 20 33

Council)

Military Unit ==
(Military, Police) 0 16 0 16 %
Hope for peace 0 -

10 : .
Negotiation 1 - g lg 5 1 1.(9
Activation of Brgy. ' < § :)
Tanod 0 0 8 ] 7.9
Pray Lo God N S
Sop 0 6 1 7 |69
attacks/threats 0 5 9 - 6.9
Dialogue 0 -
Role of DSWD 0 I 0 i 4 b
None ) 1 0 1 10
Total J 0 1 4 | A0 _
i 43 39 | 101 | 1000
Develo ;
pment Interventions in the
ntions 10 the

Nearly three

area. The S:bunl:: Fu:]]:- Lh? BLSEWRID of the development interve
Church among the gn[)I ° Schucal mentioned the Seventh DX
plant; the Biodiversit u‘;: which helped them establish their mint
mentioned as o ‘ﬂﬁnizu{' escarch Program (BRI and Rotary Club wert
1;:1;@3 for Travel I?'Uum]::'rlﬁ that provided interventions in their community
the community through i'j*ol:u}:::lﬁsl:mib]" as it is now providing employ ment !

sLation project

w Adven! ist

hydro oW’
4 ;llfll

ll1!“‘
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n Lapayan, the presence of the NGO (Pakigdait) is i
AviDg livolihood assistance (o Ll.m viclims of the 25){};’:;1‘:?::: :; InsLrumental in
B anaway respon dents mentionod community support oxL(; dn the other hand,
Women's Organizalion, qund Kalinga, and the former m;‘ 'nded by the DSWD),
This study oxcm{phﬁes that the context that invulveir:!rsmnn. |
I0ACONOMIC characteristics of the setting, ns well as, the soci 1€ dg"“l'h?ﬂlml and
peonomic profile of lh}! local population have Imnr’ing e ‘{;momog"ﬂphir: and
confict Lhal omnrgf?d in the communities. Although (here Bl;(} ‘B-nn.tlur?j.l'ﬂm of
iifferences in_their expericnces but the typologies manife L’(:‘ll arilcs and
omhination of any of the following: simple/moderate and/or f:n lmd'mﬂw ;
local and/or national/global, intergroup and/or intragroup Dpr;lr:ncl;cg:nliwz?.
' ' sLiC

and/or «ructural/institutional, individual and/or socielal

Tahle 8. The Context and the Emerging Nature of Conflict and Conflict

Resolution: A Preliminary Typology!
"Context: | Context: | Nature of | Emergi ]
| a erging | Emerging Implicati
| : : plicatio
.G}wpbymc Socio- Conflict a?f}:m!ogy Conflict ns to
economic Conflict | Resoluli
| Features Character e Pea.m
. oy Building
bl"iltllfjﬁ"}u '(]‘{“ml " Killing/ -Domestic | ~Amicable -Sell-
Upland” , ’.ummumt sl.e.nlmg of | Conflict: settlement transform
g ?l‘oo amma.ls Personal through ation
Remate | g hf -Conflict | - mediation/ | training
;lt’l anen | over Intragroup | negotiation & | -
Farm: destroyed/ | conflict court Provision
o r;;m_mg stolen -Moderate | procedure; s for food
. oocu 3;‘:!_" crops -Impact: -Informal and
b | apason ;l]_lf)u"d&f')’ local settlement alternativ
— ispule (ayom-ayom) | e
This matnx cq
ed cases. The analysis is

Mcement vig,

udy bojqp,
Confliey i d

""dwm,d !

Paldeyy 8 further :
in hoped that this endeavor will not further sl

. n b ;
™ Prelimingpn 1.; improved in a follow up study with more Jocus
en J ”:;ed lo the data gathered and may be subjecied to
o up"'ﬁﬁﬂmpﬂﬂfe theories on conflict. Note that th
conflict pes Jl:_ a tabular presentation to summarize th

olution with the hope that the varied fypes of

Issee :
ing and discerning conflict patterns.
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further scrutiny and/or
e investigators of this
e emerging nature of
conflict can be better
ill “conflict™ to the




i i § o=
'ﬂandnwal'r-rum ol XXX N
Table 3. lcnlfji'li-‘ffnf—r—————‘ e e
conflict: I Barangay —
: l‘m‘ﬂutmn - mel"ﬂﬁrr
ﬂlﬂ. | latsm af
or rule of the | stray
LGU | amimals
. Indigenny
B
| knowledg
e on
' settling
| dsputes
Setting 2: -Armed -Muslim- |- Culture
LAPAYAN | Rural attack Christian | -Military | for Peace
Coastal Communit | -Physical | Conflict intervention | trammgs
and y harm - with a | - Self
Accessible | Poor stabbing/ | historical " Transfor
residents | murderkil | ongin | matien
Fishing as | hng . - and
major -Hostage | Structural | Cunflet
occupation | laking & Political Transfor
-Stealing ‘Inter | malzon
amimals/pl | group Workshep
ants conflict
-Domestic -Viguanee
Confhet: - B
PPersanal resofutson
mpact o
natienal/gl stealing
obal af _'
(escalation AREMAZE
of conflict)
“inlkense
and may
escalate EEE—
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Table wwd) ) _
seing ¥ Urban | “Petly “Conflict: | -Cases - Sell-
| E‘ANAWA Communil | crimes Structural | referred to Transfor
r y of &misdeme | & Political | appropriate | mation
' Coastal Poor anors authorities | -
- squatters | - Domestic | - Provision
Accossible | & problems | Intrafinter | -Amicable 8 for food
' residents | - Conflict -group seltlement at | and
i. Varied related to | -Impact: the barangay | alternativ
| occupation | interperso | local level e
| - vending/ | nal -moderate | -Police livelihood
hawking, | relations and intervention | -
business, | - Squatler | potential -Court Installati
constructi | problems to become | settlement onof an
| on Nlabor, | - Boundary | intense -Barangay & | active
| elc. dispute/lan police Gender
! d securily Desk Lo
| - conflict forces (role of | take care
| over the LGU) of
i properties vinlfznce
: against
| women
! Activatio
t n of the
' LGU
' Justice
| S system
Concluding Statements

Conflict indeed varies in intensity, level, and context. The development
ecific. In Sebucal (upland-

:.?jl;.earl\)mntmns for conflict transformation are conlexl-sp ion of their
Naturs the programs are more focused on conservation and mger'lem‘im!;ﬁ
m;’al habitat and the harnessing of their natural power p'ol:efll-lﬂ-ls- : It D;Y:_:;
ﬂ'a:etal-m’al}. the restoration of their stalled economic aclivities ﬂﬂﬂ)c;la; more
Variog oA are given more importance. GROSWAS ((-mmj_ltlnrl:::;ing1 special
Projog; evelopment interventions ranging [rom livelihood. 10 '

Il for women, senior cilizens, and others.
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Provisions for alternative livelihood that are culium
censilive, and appropriate to the locality .based on exasting skills a,ﬁ"avm-ndw
resources are crucial to ensure foed security and economic stabiliyy |, ¥ lably
difficult to start talking aboutl peace when L_he stomach is l’-hurning and hmmpiy
In this case, farming tool dispersals are applicable to setting 1 (upland-mm‘i)“m
not to Setlil'lgﬁ 2 (mastal-rural) and 3 (coasta!-urban) While rmi‘bul
paraphernalia are useful to setting 2 (coastal-rural), it may not he a""liﬂlblemg

: - n), albeit they are both coastal communit; o
setting 3 (coastal-urban), y é mbes. Ngi
fisherfolks in the urban area. This underscores the relationship
geographical location to skills and peace building strategy.

Implementation of laws and policies related to peace and developmen
needs to be genuinely monitored. In the case of setting 1 (upland-rurg)) the
implementation of fines may deter the stray animals Lo devour crups amilabk
within the neighborhood. In setting 2 (coastal-rural), it would be best if there gy,
early warning signals to detect “surprise” attacks of armed groups. Commupii,-
based disaster preparedness and continuing vigilance may be more effective
rather than heavy reliance on military troops. Afier all, their very presence in the
community also mviles provocations and makes it more vulnerable as a target of
attack. This would only multiply the danger zone and unsustainable peace
SCENanos.

In this light, indigenous forms of conflict management can be revitalized
whenever practical and harmonizing. This can be spearheaded by the local
leaders, indigenous or modern. In the latter, the barangay officials or local
government uml plays a crucial part. On the other hand, setting 3 (coastal
urban), may implement policies that would put up lights on all streets to deter
thieves and hold-uppers, or install the gender desk on a 24-hour basis t tackle
violenee against women and offer gender sensilivily seminars and traming W
couples. Pulling a tooth to anti-fencing law is likewise appropriate in this urban
community.

) In terms of urgency, in the upland setting 1 (upland-rural), where life w
relatively peaceful and serene, what is most needed is economic uplifiment 0
terms of food production and marketing, and access (o social serviees like h“"‘h_h
and education. The effects of conflict in setting 2 (coastal-rural) are more senous
Lhus, Lhis coastal rural area that has been upset by attacks and encounters m'b‘_
be given priority. Setting 3 (coastal-urban) is typical in a city scenar with ;;
conevmilant social problems. Peace building efforts must take cognuzance of :,h .
presence of subcultures and address the ceonomic and social concerns of

unemployed, out-of-school youth, street children, deug addicts. batierod wives
Hl‘d th‘ 'l|k|}_

a“ are
af the
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» whale, a culture of peace 18 much wanting W .

ﬂnﬁ:w“uml, and environmental concerns Er:h:;lg:dmmmm_
t;ﬂﬂ"":l' . As a way of fe, integrating the cognitive, affective, morgl/e :‘um
.'“—;:n components of human beings is equally imporiant in peacp bui‘;{dl:mﬂ
gnd 3¢ This study exemplifics that the natureltype of confliet has bearing Ongmp

1 (hat involves the gapphys:m] 3"‘3! SOCI0CCONDMIc characteristics of lho

ol as well as, the socio-demographic and economice profile of the loca)
ﬂuﬁg{:ﬁm Among others, the features of the confliet may involve inlergroup ar
f; ?:l_;mp relatonships, ethmicily, scarce resources and wviolence apainst
— The impact can be contained within the locality when the causes are
sterpersonal and domestic; but, when the causes are deeply rooted in the pasl
«ith a mark of h:smnt_:zly and when the lm-pa.c{ has a nalional and glohal
exposure. the conflict 1s apparently very sensilive angd intense. Thus, the
craztion 1s potential for conflict o escalate and affect social order

The last typology also most likely leaves physical, emolional, and
pewchological scars. Any similar untoward event that may happen can easily
rekindle the past and ignite conflicl. The emerging type of conflict and conflict
resolution mechanisms therefore bear implications Lo peace building endeavors.

Peace building efforts must consider the relationship between the
ewphysical setting, socio-demographie and economic profile of the human
populace, and the nature of conflici. In particular, such factors as geographical
facataon, the type of community, and source of livelihood or nature of occupation
imimportani considerations.
~ Considering the interrelatedness of the components of society, Lederach
’9("" advocated that in developing appropriate models of handling conflict, it is
‘L;‘alm respect and draw from the culture and knowledge of a people. The three
~- Peacemakang functions must be incorporated, namely: education, advocacy,
0 mediation
“'mpr;-hl? conclusion, peace undertakings must be on a long-term basis,

“IENsive, restitutive in essence, and consultative and ethical in procedure.

n [h S Yo S nd :
‘f‘w::.v;'fn’ iL1s long-term when it is lasting and sustaining, not shori-lived to
1‘&:21} ;hﬁ Present generation. It is comprehensive when it is holistic and

: of {

St imporg :31 *tonomie, political, cultural, environmental and gender concerns.
iy n }'
FUnsh - ®

ILis restitutive when it seeks to restore harmony rather than
“ Beslure

0 achieve justice by peaceful means.
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