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ants. The role of go-between or members of
iatwetn the SEDWERE, 1T vtk of Kinchip tien oy e
Aok of the offended party to retaliate. Disputeo dus to the
o maolika type are resolved with kokoman & kambhabata's (Abdulla.
1982 | the second stage of conflct resolution, it must be understooq
that although taritib & g0 jgma requires the giving of fine or payment .
the dispute setflement, the specific amount of does not vary wih fon
degree of offenses committed by the offending party. Most often, ihe
amount of the fine for conflict resolution is dependent on the bargaising
Process.  However, the amount of fine for conflict resolation of g1
Imiakamaolika type of offense s higher than those for offensea of the 1,
‘makamaolika type.

There are other related studics of rido that focus in Mindanso.
Some studies are authored by Matuan, Doro, Kamlian, and Torres. In thy
study of Matuan (2004), there were a ‘total of 837 ridos in Lanas Del S
existing in the period from 1994 t0 2004, and a total of 789 people died by
these ridos, 104 were injured, B2 cases were filed in court but only eight
assailants had been imprisoned.

According to Matuan (in Torres, 2007), there are six major causes
of rido and these are politics, land dispute, pride andlor maratabat,
retaliation, and illegal drugs. In his study, the usual consequences of rido
to the family, clan or community, are transfer of residence, economic
dislocation, forced support to the family member in trouble, and
involvement in the negotiation for the resolution of the conflict.

There are also 21 municipalities consistently appearing as more
prone to rido' Butig, Pualas, Marantao, and Balabagan are on top of the
list. Those who try to settle ido had mostly been politicians, traditional
leaders, and religious leaders. There also had been members of the
Council of Elders who tried to settle rido at the municipal, city, and
provincial levels. All of the ridos settled had gone through the igma and
taritib, traditional ways of the Maranao deeply influenced by Islam.

Rido among Maranaos is either active or inactive. 1t can b
inactive when the casualties among the disputants are of equal number
or social standing, when the aggrieved party is economically unsble u'\:
retaliate, or when the family delegates to the mercy of Allah

appropriate judgment on condition that the assailant is banished from e
community (Matuan, 2004).
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Aside from the non-cooperation of the parties involved in the rido,
the reasons for non-resolution include: failure to raise blood-money,
unusual interpretation of maratabat, insistence on retaliation, and one or
both of the parties have no recognized leader who can represent the
family or clan in the negotiations and serve as guarantor (Matuan, 2004).

The study of Doro (1999) focuses on the resolved cases in Pantao
Ragat, Lanao Del Norte. Rido, according to her, is a system of exacting
and obtaining justice in Maranao society and it is a form of blood feud. A
rido s also a circular system of vengeance carried out by members of a
family o clan who feel aggrieved by the act of one or more members of
another family or clan. The rido can occur even among the closest of kin
and blood relations. It appears that marafabat takes precedence over
blood ties and that people are willing to destroy kinship ties for the sake
of maintaining maratabat. Still, to put an end to the rido, the disputants
could realize the damage done on each side economically and socially.
Ridohas been known to last for generations.

In all settled cases, a considerable amount of money or its
equivalent, a considerable amount in the form of goods, passes from one
disputant to another. The pattern of who receives or gives the amount is
not always predictable and depends largely on who can present the most.
convincing argument of having incurred the material losses and therefore
gets the money.

One of the significant factors during the rituals of resolution is
swearing on their holy book or Qur'an by both disputants in order to make
them aware about how Islam admonishes its followers to show
understanding, patience and tolerance to all, including the enemy.

Rido is said to be a critical factor in the pace of development in
Lanao where Islamic culture is pervasive. It may also be a very essential

factor in the peace and order situation which eventuslly affects the
rhythm of life in Pualas.

Objectives of the Study

The study investigates the dynamics of clan violence or rido in

Pualas, Lanao del Sur. 1t describes rido, its causes and perceived sffets.
Particularly, its aims are:
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Aside from the non-cooperation of the parties involved in the rido,
the reasons for non-resolution include: failure to raise blood-money,
unusual interpretation of maratabat, insistence on retaliation, and ons or
both of the parties have no recognized leader who can repeesent
family or clan in the negotiations and serve as guarantor (Matuan, 2( 0.

The study of Doro (1899) focuses on the resolved cases in Pantao
Ragat, Lanao Del Norte. Rido, according to her, is a system of exacting
and obtaining justice in Maranao society and it is a form of blood feud.
£ido is also a circular system of vengeance carried out by members ofa
family or clan who feel aggrieved by the act of one or more members o
another family or clan. The rido can oceur even among the closest of kin
snd blood relations. It appears that maratabat takes precedence over
blood ties and that people are willing to destroy kinship ties for the sake
of maintaining maratabat. Still, to put an end to the rid, the disputants
could realize the damage done on each side cconomically and socially.
Rido has been known to last for generations. .

In all settled cases, a considerable amount of money or its
Guivalent, a considerable amount in the form of goods, passes from one
disputant to another. The pattern of who receives or gives the amount is
not always predictable and depends largely on who can present the most
convincing argument of having incurred the material losses and therefore
gets the money. )

One of the significant factors during the rituals of resolution is
hearing on their holy book or Qur'an by both disputants in order to make
them aware about how Tslam admonishes its followers to  show
understanding, patience and tolerance to all, including the enemy. X

Rido js said to be a critical factor in the pace of development in
fanao where Islamic culture is pervasive. Tt may alsa be a very essential

factor in the peace and order situation which eventually afects the
rhythm of life in Pualas,

Objectives of the Study

The study investigates the dynamics of clan violence or rido in

Pualas, Lanao del Sur. 1t describes rido, ite causes and percerved cfhate.
Particularly, its aims are:
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b, Demographic background
¢ Economie background

4. Political background

e, Socio— cultural background

4 To describe the nature of rido among the disputants in terms oft

a. The respondents’ understanding of rido
b. The perceived causes of rido
i. " Reason for escalation
Forms of retaliation
Time frame

The relationship among persons involved in rido

Classification of rido
. The perceived effects of ridoamong the family members

5. o examine how ridois managed in terms of:

Type of negotiations and solutions/interventions
Mediators in the conflict management

Process undertaken in conflict management
Current status of rido

Methodology

This study is qualitative in nature and employed the case study
‘method in gathering data from the key informants. A case study method
i a sociological investigation which involves a thorough examination of a
specifc group over a considerable period of time (Omas-as, 2003). This is
sed in order to understand and broaden knowledge on Maranao family
feud in the research area.

The subjects of this study are 10 Maranao informants who have
knowledge about a case of rido in their area, whether the 7ido of their
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close relative, distant relative or close friends. They were chosen through
snowball sampling. This method was done through identifying an
information-rich subject, conducting an interview with himvher, and then
asking him/her to give at least two names of people who can qualify as
key informants. This was continued until the desired number of key
informants was achieved.

In this study, the researchers used the key informant interview,
library research and secondary data sources to gather information on the
topic. The main instrument used in data gathering was an interview
guide. A set of open-ended questions were prepared and served as a guide
in conducting the interview. It was prepared in English and translated in
Maranao for better understanding during the interview session. The
interview guide was composed of two parts, the first part dealing with the
key informant’s profile, including age, sex, marital status, number of
wives, and number of children, educational attainment, and monthly
income. The second part deals with questions about factors leading to rido
in the family, how it is exprossed, and persons dircctly involved in the
dispute and how rido was being managed.

‘This study was conducted in Pualas, Lanso Del Sur where many
cases of rido are known to obtain. Lanao del Sur has an estimated land
area of 12,193 hectares, and a population of 12, 2000. Pualas is a rural
municipality of Lanao del Sur, District 11 where the Lake Dapao is
situated. It has a cold climato bocause it is near the Dapao Lake. The
place is observed as silent if feuds do not exist between Maranao families.
Economically, the major erops of this municipality are corn and rice. It is
approximately a 2 hour and 30 minute ride from Lligan City where the
residents are all Muslims.

siasia Lanao

personally conducted

e i A€l Sur
interviews at the
research area during
the 260 day until
the 27* day of July
2008 and at Iligan
City on the 7 day
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Discussion of Results

The community of Pualss, Lanso del Sur

Historical Background

Before the Spania
kingdoms in the different

Kabungsuan who came from Malaysia, s
B raoang i the southern costalsrea of Lenao. Learming that Ranao

o vesently known as “Lanao’ was an ideal place for agriculture, he
o men t scout an area where they could plant rice carn, and
e ] cops His men went uphil though tho vast oreste

¢ and scattered the woods and

They cleared sufficient space for farmin
grasses everyw e vast clearing, passersby made

here. Observing. th
e in the veracular saying, Manipualas so maulada kayo sa
e which meant that the vast forests were cleared up and the
e scttored everywhere. As time went by the place came 1o be

kanown as “Pualas” (Pualss Municipal Profile)
B o was created by vistue of Executive Order No. 1616 dated
during the administration of

June 21, 1963 with 39 barangays. However,

rds aprived, Shariefs had already established

parts of Mindanao. Among them was Sharief
ettled and married Potre Tonina
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President Corazon C. Aquino, some barangays were abolished with the
issuance of Executive Order No. 108 dated December 14, 1986. Only 23
were retained namely: Badac, Bantayan, Basagad, Bolinsong, Boring,
Bualan, Danugan, Dapao, Diamla, Ingud, Gadungan, Linuk, Lumbak,

Maligo, Masao, Notong, Porug, Romagondong, Talambo, Tomarompong,
Tuka and Yaran,

Demographic Background

Demographically, in the 2004 NSO Census of Population, the total
population of the Municipality of Pualas is 12, 200 with 2, 872
households. Out of the total population, 49.26% or 6, 009 are males and
6,190 oF 50.74% are females,

‘The Municipality of Pualas is an upland community with an area
of 12, 193.00 hectares. It belongs to the Second Congressional District of
Lanao del Sur. 1t s located along the national highway almost midway
between the Islamic City of Marawi and the Municipality of Malabang. 1t
s around 42 kilometers away from Marawi City and around 38 kilometers
away from the Municipality of Malabang. It is bounded on the North by
the Municipality of Madamba, on the Northwest by the Municipality of
Nonongan, Lanao del Norte, on the West by the Municipality of
Calanogas, and on the Southeast by the municipality of Ganessi and
Pagayawan.

The area is a 6% income class municipality. Its distance to the
nearest Airport which is Malabang Airport is 35 kilometers; to the
nearest port which is lligan Port in Iligan City is 75 kilometers away. Its

nearest neighboring municipality, Ganassi, Lanao del Sur, is five
kilometers away,

Economic Background

Agricultural farms, being employed in the government, private
firms or construction, self-employed as fisherfolk are their means of
livelihood while the remaining total of 1, 457 or 24.02% have no work at
all or no means of livelihood. Out of the Iabor force of 6, 067 & total 4, 610
or 75.98% are working in agricultural farms.

As to the literacy rate, out of the total population, 6, 520 or 53.44%
are considered literates because they have undergone primary,
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secondary and college both in English and Arabic g
il the xemaining 5, 630 or 46.56% are categorizeq
g underage, old age and other factors,

elementary,
here and abroad
iliterstes due to beins

rimary source of income of the municipality comes iy
hum:mnuﬂﬂumem (IRA) from the national government, Tn 2005
the manicipal IRA was P26, 820, 012, Other sources of income are. fyoy,
oo lioenses,foes and charges which are very meager.

" The expenditures ofthe municipal government are allotted for gy,
peyment. af asic servioes ke personal services of Iocal offiial gng
B, mantenance of ol toads like municipel streets gng
Sarangay roads, maintenance of public buildings, maintenance of pegeg
T onder, premiums, and others as reflected n its Annual Budget,

Political Background

Poiteally, the Municipality of Pualas has been ruled ang
administered by prominent leaders from the different sectors of the
ety One of them was a Lawyer Practitioner, Late Municipal Circuit
Judge Atty. Guimba-anen Mandi. Another was a military man, the late
Colonel Corobong Tanog, then & businessman in person of late Hadji
Naseer Balindong whose unfinished term was continued by his sucsessor,
Viee Mayor Misolawan Sahabboden, a farmer and a civic leader. From
the youth, Datu Riparado B. Plawan was appointed during the martial
Jaw period, From the academe, the people of Pualas was served by two
educators, Datu Gumao Amerol, a classroom teacher and Abdulwahid
Daksla, Alhadj, DECS Principal. Also, there were two leaders in the field
of Engineering who served the good people of the locality. They were Datu
Cariki Iorahim and Datu Pualas, Enge. Cabib A. Tanog. Ex-Mayor Cabib
A Tanog completed three consecutive terms s a local Chief executive of
the municipality.

A young businessman also served as the Local Chief Executive,
Honorable Alibasher Sidic Andamun in the 1998 National and Local
Elections, In the May 14, 2001 National and Local Elections, Andamun
was again elected to the position and proclaimed as the Municipal Mayor
of Puslas, Lango del Sur. However, due to the untimely demise of Mayor
Andamun, Vice Mayor Malik M. Daksla was installed to the Office by
suecession on Dec. 12, 2005. Mayor Daksala is the son of former Mayor
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Abdulwahid M. Daksla, The mayorship returned to the leadership of
Engr. Cabib A. Tanog. He was elected again in the May 26, 2007
National and Local Elections.

Socio - Cultural Background
Political Organization

Maranaos are said to be organized by a traditional system which
they refer to as “Pat s Pangampong ko Ranao” which means “our
Principalities of Lanao’. Its major territorial subdivisions are Bayabo,
Baloi, Masiu and Onayan. The major subdivision of Bayabao are Mala-
Bayabao (Great Bayabao), Lumba-Bayabao (Central Bayabao), and
Poona-Bayabao (Original Bayabao), while the subdivision of Baloi is the
Pat  Inged. Masiu on the other hand is subdivided into Sebangan a
Masiu (East Masiw) and Sedapan a Masiu (West Masiu). Lastly, Unayan
is subdivided into Sebangan a Unayan (East Onayan) and Sedapan a
Onayan (West Onayan) (Benitez-Barcenas, 1984),

The traditionsl title holders are the people who are vested with
authority and leadership and who have rights to hold or claim titles. The
right is “obtained on the basis of ascription where one major descent
group is ranked above others by virtue of its special or close relation with
founding ancestors” (Benitez-Barcenas, 1984). The traditional title
holders in the community of Maranaos are the sultan or the senior datu
and the other datus who comprise the governing class. These title holders
assume position of prestige and influence and as such are regarded as the
Ppegawid, or superordinate, by virtue of their high ascribed status. The one
considered as the overall chief of the traditional community is the sultan
whose traditional authority comes into play particularly in relation to his
role on keeping the peace in his respective community. The sultan
commonly acts as a leader in settling disputes among the people, function
by consulting with other datus and elders of the community which is
called uluan or pulok-lokuszn, and intercedes on personal and family
disputes brought to him. The sultan may also intervene when there is
violence betsveen kinship groups in the village but with the assistance of
other datus in order to quell hostility. A sultan may also initiate the
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renegotiation between parties in order to end disputes (Benitez Barcenas,
1980)

The retaliation and interactions between the traditional units are
defined in faritib which regulates and dirccts the different units within
the total structure. The Maranao notion of superordination and
subordination is one of the governing principles provided by the tariti,
The conduct of people and communities within the organizational
structures are Tegulated by all the relationships arising from the notion of
subordination and subordination. This is strongly sanctioned by
traditions! norms or what they call adat. It is, furthermore, reinforced by
the value of maratabat, which stresses sensitivity to one’s rank and social
status with its accompanying responsibilities (BenitezBarcenas, 1984)

Kinship System

Al Kinds of ethnic groups have their own kinship system. It is
essentially part of the tradition and embedded in every culture. Tt is o
component of the survival process which individuals protect in order to
maintain their existence.

In the Maranao society, the indigenous political organization is
largely structured and organized along kinship principles. People can
hold positions in politcs and religious titles only if they are individuals
wha descend from the original title holder.

Resiprocity is another feature of Maranao kinship system. More
than any other ethnic groups, it is said that the reciprocity in Maranao
sacety is far greater in capacity. According to Kamlian (2005, the nature
of a reciprocity system s often made manifest when an individual is
canfronted with a problematic situation. Whenever a Maranao nceds help
‘because hefshe is in difficulty or risk, that particular individual ean tum
to the members of his larger kin group for assistance and support,
Knship system binds every person and the feeling that they are obligated
o help every family member is tough. Likewise, the individual who s in
need is alo passionate to offer the same kind of help towards other family
members (Kamlian, 2003).

Ina situation lke rido where killing is present, a shokodan whois
both relted to the two conflicting parties can be very influential in
setling a ride. 1f there iis demand for compensation or payment for the
damages done, the kinship group is expected to help raise the amount.
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During the peak of rido and the kin needs human force for the battle,
close relatives are expected to hold armaments (Kamlian, 2005).

Concept of Maratabat

Maratabatis a way of expressing the sensitivity of Maranaos when
it comes to protecting and upholding their honor and dignity. It includes
their “esteem, social status, or position in the community as well
nobility and royalty of his family and kinsmen” (Saber, 1990). According
to Bartolome (2001), Maranaos give so0 much value and importance to
their honor and dignity that is why any form of shame to it will result to a
challenge to their manhood. Whether the offense done to them is
intentional or accidental, the one responsible for it should face the

consequences.
‘Maratabat in general is the selfpride of Maranacs. They do

anything just to maintain that respect for themselves and their family. 1
any of their family members experienced any insult done by other people
to their maratabat, Maranaos are motivated to defend their people or
family member with the help of the whole clan just to save and maintain
the maratabat of the whole family. In most instances, ‘the nature of the
offense committed determines the extent to which maratabat of the
offended party is trampled upon, and in order to revalidate this
maratabat, retaliation is necessary” (Abdullab, 1982). However, the act of
revenge could be avoided if there s one who will immediately act as
mediator to settle the dispute and to help or recover the offended party's

marstabat
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‘Socio-demographic Profile of the Respondents

Table 1. Sotio - demographic profle of the key informants
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Table 1 presents the age, sex, marital status, educational
attainment occupation, monthly income, mumber of children, and number
of wives among the male key informants.

‘The data shows that the ages of the key informants range from 45
to 67 years old at the time of the interview. Majority of the key
informants are males. All of the key informants are married. Al of the
key informants are originally from Pualas, Lanao del Sur.
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Out of the ten key informants, only five key informanta had
reached college level (Cases 4, 5, 6, 9, and 10) while five key informants
are college graduates (Cases 1, 2, 3, 7, and 8). All of the key informants
have achieved a level of formal education.

As to the type of work engaged in by the key informants, one is a
high school principal, two are municipal councilors, another two are
teachers, still another two are barangay chairpersons, the other two are
supervisors, one of who is already retired, and the last one is a
businessman.

The monthly incomes of the key informants range from 14
thousand to 24 thousand pesos. The largest mumber of children were
born to Case 10. Seven (7) children are the offsprings of Case 8. Case 4
and Case 9 have six children. Each of three cases (3, 5 and 6) has five
children. Case 1 has only three children. Case 2 and Case 7 each has ane
child. Majority of the key informants have big family sizes.

‘The data reveal that six of the key informants have only one wife -~
the key informants in Cases 2, 3, 6,8, 9, and 10. Only one key informant
has two wives -~ key informant in Case 5. Generally, thus, the key
informants have only one family.
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Nature of Rido

Persons Involved in Rido

June 2000

Table 2. Key informants' relationship to the disputants
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Table 2 presents the relationship of the key informants to the
disputants. Eight out of ten key informants are relatives of either one or

both of the disputants

A close relative refers to the immediate family member A distant
relative refers to the biological family member who belongs to first and.
second degree of consanguinify. The key informants are close relative of
one of the disputants in Cases 1, %, 3 and 10, The key informants who
shared about Case 6 and Case 7 are connected to the disputants in each
case. The remaining two key informants are just neighbors and a close
friend of the disputants who discussed Cases 4 and 5. In Pualas, most of
the existing cases of rido are blood-related particularly Cases 1, 2,3, 6,7,

8,9, and 10.
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Understanding of Rido

Macalisang, et l, dune 2000

Table 3. Key informants' understanding of rido
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Table 3 shows how the key informants define rido. Seven out of ten
key informants define rido n reference to conflict which leads to killing or
loss of lives. The other three define it as endless revenge between
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Marango families.

Al of the incidents described in this study are examples of family
feud among Maranaos which include not only a simple revenge but also
loss of life of some individuals. The individual's thinking is being molded
by hisrer environment, and by the process of socialization. Majority of
the respondents associate rido with the word "killing" because this is
what they observe from the cases that they narrate.

Perveived triggers of Rido

Table 4. Perceived triggers of rido

Tesponse.

iyacoon w0 rido © Cano ago si Jallr 350 soko 1989 &
elekiyon s mayor. Poliuka & kyassbapan non ka
| myakasopak siran, langon siran kandidato sa masor sa
| )| pualss Political rivalry
| e i betwesn my relative Jallar and Cano was among rlatives
|| custd by politicl rivaly during 1989’ ocal and
nation] lecton because they both rus for mayoralty
herein Pugls.
“Aya pipooasn  ido 22 Gimbalk o Cano so kuda e Aying.
ik binnasa niya kon 0 mga pamumulasn aiyan ko
5 | lwtina Damage tocrops by
it al started when my brother Usman shot the horse of | trespassing horse
Anwar because scsording to hion, the horse of Aying
trospassed isteritory end destroged his erops.

'S0 wats o aged akia a1 Rahio na byono da I-is a wata

d Oumer sabap ea gosyo. Killing due to
3| Theson of my cousin was deliberately killed by the son business

of Omar named i due toan alleged business compeition

ompeftion on land.
i Pido 1a sinditan syan so pagari da Mhare ko myads
a spio pakivataan aiyan. Na gyoto da da kyasabapan
4 | toridoiran Alleged theft ofcow
My find Pido sccused the brother of Mhare for the loss
| ofa crtin cow ovened by the nephes of Pido.
[ Ava kyapooaan o rido iran na o pyamankaw a sapi @
| rok o mga tonganay da Rukawa na i niyan isosendit ki
5 | Sindoh Alleged theft
| It all started from a cow owned by a close relative of
Rulawa, it got Iost and Sindoh was the one sccused of
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Ttaaling the cow.

o bati da Eric 1 byono, o 2y ssndiataan niyan o
na s Leomar. Sii ko dapn matay s bati iyan o ad 5
yambonvan irar i Toni sabap sa miga tamok:

The rido started when a relative of mine named Eric,
wan killed by an unidentified man. He arcused Leomar
who s also my relative, as the mastermind of the
incident because prior o his brotherin-low's death,
Leomar and he had a misunderstanding over a certain
property

Killing due to
misunderstanding
over a property

‘Myaka-tlo & eleksyon sa mayar na iyaban da Taman <1
Julius. Sii ko ika-tlo a kyspakstaban van na so
pakiwataan iyan na byono s Marawi na yatalundugan
pman ko insmbusha so mg suppaster ivan saya Puslas.
Ang suspek: nila Mayor Tonrtan ksy si Julius o iyang
pamilya, didio na nsgsugod ifang rido

Julius and Ten-tan are both my relutives and they are
political rivalsfor the Mayoralty. After the victory of
Tan-tan for thres consecutive mayoralty loctions, his
‘mephor was Killd; this was by an ambush of his

supporters. And the confict between these 1 political
rivals started.

Killing because of
politcal rivalry

Nisigud ilang rido kay grpatay ni Birick si Noraon. Aya
sbap iyun na in'rape kon da Normuz so pukivatasn o
Brick,

The conflct botwaen these parties staried when Edrick
deliberately killed Norman due to an alloged rape
committed by Norman against ous rlative,u niecs of
Edrick,

Killing due to
alleged rape of 2
relative

Ava kyasabapan sa gyao u rido Jeen 53 byono @ Bl 5
Kim 2 wata ¢ Jez. Tinimbak da Brl s Kim soko plowaan
ivan so radiogram  pyamankaw kon do Miming.

Their feud started when El killed the son of Jez, They
caid that the killing took place hile the vietim named
Kim s tring torecover his radiogram stolen by Bl
‘The vietim shot died on the spot.

lling due to theft

10

["Aya s a kyasabopan sa gyac a sido da Ansars ago oF
Allen s mysicasopuka sirun s posisyon sa Sangeunaing

Bagan.

‘The fumily foud berween my relatives Ansary farmily and

Allen family was caused by political rivelry because of

the succession of e o ofie in the Sangguniang Bavan

Killing due to
politeal ivaley
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Data above show the perceived causes of rido. Three of the cases
in this study relate to political rivalry among relatives (Case 1) and
killing because of political rivalry (Cases 7 and 5). A position in politics
could provide power and prestige since it heightens one's social status in
their society, making people hunger for it. For Weber, he generalized
conflit to the arenas of power and status as well as economic class
(Encyclopedia, 2000). Another three are due to stolen property such as
VHF (Case 9) and cow (Cases 4 and 5); the other cases arc because of
competition in business (Case 3), misunderstanding brought about by
property (Case 6), and damaged property (Case 2). The remaining case
had been caused by alleged rape (Case 8). The different reasons why a
certain rido arose could be related to politics, to economic causes, or to
maters of human development. According to the study of Doro (1999),
“Maranaos are more prone to conflict than other Philippine ethnic or
tribal groups because once their maratabat of a Maranao is touched, the
person will more likely be aggressive and exact revenge.”

There are slight causes of rido which may lead to serious conflict if
each disputant will react violently to the other s an initial response.
Slight offenses refer to unintentional offenses which do not involye
physical damages on the opponent, while serious conflict may lead to loss
of lives of peaple who are either directly or indirectly involved in the
conflict. In this study, there are also examples of slight causes such as
the stolen of cow and the damage to crops; majority of the cases are due to
serious causes such as murder.

Bscalation of Rido

The escalation of a conflict depends on the resources of the group.
The number of supporters, weapons, and economic goods are three
important factors for escalation. If both sides have further resources,
escalation continues (Encyclopedia of Sociology, 2000).

In Case 1, the third parties had worsened the conflict, A series of
retaliations occurred between the supporters of either politician. In Case
2, the third party, composed of brothers and relatives of Aying had
supplied the firearms and ammunitions which also worsened the conflict.
In Case 9, the one being oppressed was already killed so the families took
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over the fight and retaliated on the oppressor. In Case 10, it was the close
relative who had been initiating a series of ambushes on the opponents.

‘The case studies of UNYPAD state that a rido commonly starts
with an intense misunderstanding. When it is not resolved right away,
the conflict may deepen because of lack of communication and absence of
mutual respect. It can also lead to verbal provocation between clans which
are usually fanned by rumors that can trigger a rido.

All of the cases presented are examples of absence of mutual
respect. Case 3 for example, did not show respect for the cobusinessman.
This resulted to killing just to succeed in the business. In Cases 4 and 6,
although comnmunication was not absent between the disputants because
they had time to talk about the problem, one person still insisted on his
case. Accusing an individual of theft of the cow is one form of disrespect.
Case 8 arose because of rape. Rape is another heavy example of
disrespect towards a woman. Cases 6 and 7 refer also to accusing a person
acbout killing another. A rido can be said to have escalated when
retaliation has resulted to several casualties and much property damage.

In this study, almost all of the cases involved lkilling which is the
core of rido’s escalation, such as, Cases 1, 3, 4, 3, 6,7, 8, 9 and 10. Only
Case 2 has the lightest offense because the target had escaped already
even before the opponent arrived at the place. Furthermore, it was
managed easily and resolved through mediation.

The strong kinship system in Maranao society does not restrict
family feuds to one area. The members of the clan are expected to be
directed, abetted, and defended by every one of his/her kin because of
their sense of reciprocity. Those Maranaos who are involved in such
conflict could call their other relatives for help and on other cases; it is
their kins that exacerbate conflicts through their actions (Durante, 2005).

Almost all of the cases of rido resorted to murder as their form of
retaliation. Murder is the unlawful killing of one individual by another,
especially with aforethought of malice (Grolier Dictionary, 1988). The
cases presented had resulted mostly to blood vengeance, killings, revenge,
or retaliation (kasa op or sa'op, magpapatayan), and to ambuscades.

Killing the friends or the family members of their enemy is the
best way to retaliate if they could not kill their primary enemy. Cases 1,
3,4,5,6,7,8,9 and 10 are examples of this. It is only in the Case 2 that
was killing not resorted to, although the group of Aying planned to kill
Usman. By the time Aying with his brothers and relatives arrived at
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Existing Relationship between the Disputants

Among the 10 key informants, 8 are relatives, either distant or
close. Examples of this are the Cases 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10. The two
others, Cases 4 and 5, refer to neighbors. The other conflicting parties
were not only relatives and neighbors but also good friends such as Case
Maranao kinship is very strong yet rido can occur even among the
closest kin and blood relations, as noted in Disoma (1982). For example,
in Case 1, Jaffar and Julius are first cousins; in Case 10, Ansary and
Allen are not only friends and neighbors but also distant relatives. These
relationships are seen in Cases 8, 8, 7, and 9. Cases 2 and 6 are worse
because the disputants are close relatives. These people are socially and
biologically related to each other, vet decided to enter rido because of their
feelings that their maratabat had been touched and trampled upon.

Classification of Rido

Referring to the study done by Burton (2005), rido can be classified
into two types: grave or light. Grave offenses (miakamaolika) includes
‘murder or ‘buno;, serious crimes against women or chastity, public offense
against individual/family honor. Small or light rido (da makamaolika)
includes accidental killing, altercation, grave or light threats, slander,
grudges, etc.

Table 8 shows the type of rido into which the cases are classified.
Accordingly, dispute cases among the Maranaos can be classified into two
general types - those involving personal offenses and those involving
conflict over property. Focusing on personal offenses, as cited by Doro
(1999), the conflicts may be classified into two - the "da makamaolika
(slight offense) and “miakamaolika" (grave offense). The latter type is an
offense which is believed to have hurt the ego, social role and which
crushed a persons or familys maratabat. Classifiable under
miaksmaolika are Cases 1, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. On the other hand,
da makamaolika is the offense made either by physical infliction of harm.
Case 2 is the example of this. Among the other cases, only Case 2 did not
rosult to death of a human being, only the death of a horse.
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Perceived Consequences of Rido to the Disputants and their Family

Tabla . Sentiments, actions and consequences in the aftermath of the rido

[Casoat Sentiment | Action —Consequenss
ES iy more weapons | Lefi Gheir work behind
| Beines “Propertics were destroyed
[ = “Leave the place/ “Laft Thete work beind
migration
3| Fechingunsate | -Buy additional “Neglect their =
weapons _| worksMivelihood
© [ Fesling ofinsecurity, | “Prepared defonse for | ~Set aside their work
Fearhul possible attack.
T = = “Damaged propertie:
g = Taave the placel “Physical damage
| migration ~Closed business
7 = - “Physical damage |
. “Properties were destroved
§ | Fer = “Damaged source of
“Extza protection Jivelihood and propertics
| — = “Neglect of children’s
education
| “Propertics were destroyed
w - Buy extea weapons | “Damaged properties
“Proparing for
posible attacks -

The table presents the sentiments, actions, and perceived effect of
ridoon the family or clan. The first column presents the sentiments of the
family or clan to the 7ido. The data show that out of ten cases, only four
cases of the study shared their sentiments - Cases 1, 3, 4, and 8. These
are mostly the same sentiments, like fear and feeling unsafe. There is no
‘possible response in Cases 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 10.

There are six cases which reveal the actions done by the family
members, such as, in Cases 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 10. Majority of the
informants’ family's action is to buy extra weapons for protection.

The data show that the cases have the same consequence due to
rido like damage to their properties for Cases 1, 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10; neglect
their work because their full attention was paid to the rido for Cases 1, 2,
3, and 4; physical damages for Cases 6 and 7, business closed/ almost
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went bankrupt for Case 6, and neglect of children's education for Case 10.
The common consequence of rido is damage to properties. The elders in
the disputants' family were prioritized for their security that is why their
source of living was the most affected in the rido.

It appears that majority of the cases of this study have experienced
the same effects of rido on the families. These effects will lead them into
retaliation in the next generation if this rido remains unresolved.

‘Management of Rido
Mode/Type of Negotiation and Solution

The modeltype of negotiation have two forms and these are
kokoman a kambhatabata’a (aw of the kinsmen), and the taritib ago
Jgma. The kokoman a kambhatabata'a egulates social relations primarily
between and among relatives, while taritib ago jgma refers to structures
in the traditional socio-political and territorial organization (Abdullah,
1982)

There are many types of solutions under faritib ago jgma. At
least four solutions are known - and these are £spamamanikan which is
the very common solution in the study; another is karila, kashappa, and
dorogen. Kapamamanikan refers to the settling of disputes in which the
offender is accompanied by his relatives, the sultan or datus, facilitator,
and the community members to the residence of the offended party as a
way of asking the understanding and forgiveness of the offended party.

Karila means the forgiveness by the offended party extended to the
offender for a slight offense where no damage or injury is suffered.
Kashappa it is the denial of the accusation through an oath-taking or
swearing before God on the Qurian by the accusedirespondent and
sometimes with a number of his relatives also taking an oath when
demanded by the aggrieved party. This can be resorted to when the issue
of the conflict is against  person, property or chastity.

Dorogen is the solution of a conflict, the issue of which is the
stolen personal property, like working animals, jewelries, etc., by which
the number or value of the stolen property shall be doubled and returned
to the owner as compensatory damages (Burton et al., 2005).
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Tuble 6. ModefType of Negotiation and the Solutions/Intervention

; T
T »
Case# | Moda/Typo of Negotiation | Scltigeffatervention under
I —— Fapamamanilan
2 | Taritibago igmn hseamRmaken
= Taritibago gma | “Kapamama =
“Kapamamanikan
' Turitibagoigma | -Kashappa
“Dorogen
5 Taritb ago igma | _Rapamamanikan
=1 & -
Kapamamanikan
7 Tortagoigma | (opemamariian
s Tartbagoigna | (oremamaniien
Taritib agofgma | -Kapamamanikan 3y
L (on going process) |
@ Taritib ago lgma | -Kepamamanikan
= (on going process)

Table 6 presents the mode of negotiation and the solutions of the
cases resorted to by the mediators. This classification is borrowed from
the study of Burton (2005). There is no possible answer in Case 6 because
the disputants did not attempt to settle the conflict.

Lastly, the table also present the solutions in the resolved and
unresolved cases. In Cases 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8,9, and 10, the preference is
for the use of the kapamamanikan.

After a solution is identified the next step is to get the acceptance
or agreement of the conflicting parties. They will agree on the proposed
solution if both feel that they are winners and their maratabat, honor,
and pride are upheld (Burton et al., 2005). The four unresolved cases such
as Cases 7, 8, 9, and 10 prefer to use kapamamanikan but still, these
cases remained unresolved. The resolution process is going on.
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Case 2 prefers karila, forgiveness by the offended party to the
offender on a slight conflict where no damage or injury is suffered. This
based on the belief that God loves the forgiving person (Burton et al..
2003)

Only Case 4 prefers kashappa ss one of their solutions because
kashappa is a denial of the accusation and for Cases 4 and 5 dorogen is
also one of their solutions. Based on the findings, majority of the cases
preferred kapamamanikan as one of their solutions in conflict settlement.

Age and Position of the Mediator

The ages of the mediators ranged from 48 to 67 years old at the
time of the settlement. Out of ten cases, two mediators were 52 years old
(Cases 5 and 10). The youngest mediator at the time of settlement was in
Case 4, 48 years old. Others were 50 years old (Case 2), 59 years old
{Case 7), 61 years old (Case 8), 63 years old (Case 1), 65 years old (Case
). The oldest among the mediators at the time of settloment was 67
years old (Case 9). There is no information for Case 6. There is no
mediator, as yet, and no one of the disputant parties attempts to reconcile
the conflict.

The data above also show that out of ten cases there are mediators
who are high political officials (Cases 1, 7, and 8). There are four
‘mediators who are local political officials (Cases 2, 4, 5, and 10). There
are at least two mediators who are tribal leaders (Cases 3, and 9). The
sultan commonly acts as 2 leader in settling disputes among the people.
He functions by consulting with other datus and elders of the community,
called uluan or puloklokusan, and intercedes on personal and family
disputes brought to him.

Aside from these respected personalities in the municipality and
even outside of the locale, their family members also play a very
important role during in the process of settling the rido. The family
members helped decide whether to settle or continue the zido. According
to Bagayaua, (2004) mediators are mainly elders of the community or
family, respected government officials, religious leaders or even LGU
workers. But as we noticed from the data presented, majority of the
‘mediators are respected government officials. There are also local political
officials and elders who are family members of both disputants. These
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common family members helped the primary mediators to settle the
conflict.

Process of Negotiation

The data in the following tables are culled from the key
informants’ interviews. Presented in the discussion is the process in
‘managing o resolving rido. However, there are still other cases which,
despite the attempts to manage them, remain unresolved.

Table 7. Process undertaken before the actual resolution

- —Process = =)
G of the common relatives o the shokodan made (he Grst move, He exeriel
ffort o sk the suppart of other traditional and politicalleaders in Pualasin
|| setling theconfit. A high politicl oficil acted. head of the team that went o
cach o the disputants' house to discuss the problem. Fartunately,despite the
{actthat there were a ot of casualties from either sid, the disputants areed 0
negotiate for setdling the rido. ___ =
“When the locl offcials heard about the confiit, they immediately took the
inititive o setdling the conflict betwween them. By June o the sane year,
2| localoffcal headed the medistion with the help of other loca aficials. They
{alked to Usman and Aving one at 4 time in each their respective houses to
setle their rido. _
Tewas  traditional leader in Pualas who worked for the settlement of the rida
He also asked the help of ther traditional leaders. They asked diplomatally
4 | th concureence ofthe conicting families, They explained to thern that the
family of Rabim had already taken revenge by kiling Is-s. T took ayear of
negotiation of isting the house o each o the two families. With the support of
offcals from the local covernment, they agrecd on_the seftiement.
" local polficalleader asked persanally Mhax and his family o sefletheiz s
but both were adamant on continving their Aght until they would kil Pidoor
anyof his family members. The local political leader who headed the negotition
4| did not sop but asked the help of other local offcials and the datusof the
municipalty. Ater two month of ngotiation, they were able o convince
Mharefor reconciliation but with the demand that Pido should pay them forthe
damagos done
“The first. cousin of Sindoh who Is also a close relative of Rukawa atiempted to |
negotiatsthe rido settlement. The first aitempt. ailed because both parties
refused and they said that they would continue the rido unti the other party
‘would kill l the family members of the other party, but their relative
hokodsn'tied harder and asked the help o the traditional leaders so they
could make the two familics stop the rido. _

Case#
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Ko one fom cither o the Ons familcs made any move or managing (he ride. |

6| They ure still ot the peak oftheir emotions, that is why ol they want s 6 |
continue their vengeanee. B

Despite the efforts of both tradiional and politieal Ieaders, they wore ot yet

convincod to end the bloody quarrel

overnment oficial who was very willing & ¢ad the mogoriation
When he visited the house of Norman's family todiscuss the settlement,they
automatically agreed beeause their rlatives also continually advised them to

8| stop the rido and return to their harmonious ife. But i is the famly of Edrick
who disagroed with the negotiation because they want to illall the family
members of Norman. According to them, it was Norman who committed the sin.
| he raped the nicce of Edrick, Tronicall, vet it was Edrick who was killed

This rido was already settled during 2005 but just recently: this was revived
because another son of Jez took revenge and killed Exl. Presently, many of
political and traditional leaders are again working hard (or rsolution but still
they could not control the series of ntacks done by the family of Erl on the
family of Jez. The best they could do i to move away form Pualas to prevent

It was the common relative of Ansary and Allen Shokodan"wha wrked out the
10 | negotiation but despite the attempts of other political and traditional leaders to
talk with the two familes. they sl have not solved the rido.

The table abave shows the process resorted to by the disputants,
their family members and the mediators to manage and settle the rid.
The one who is very influential in initiating the negotiation was the
shokodan or the common relative of both conflicting parties. Shokodan
asked the help of those people who are more powerful than himvher, such
as a political or traditional leader. These mediators mostly initiated the
negotiation by visiting the houses of the two conflicting families and
discussing the problem. Some agreed (Cases 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5) with the
mediators, while others were very adamant to continue the fight because
of their desire for revenge (Cases 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10).

Initiating a negotiation is one of the best ways to manage the rido
but still, it is dependent on the acceptability of the negotiation to the
disputants.

Payment and Duration of Management
‘The duration of management starts from the time of negotiations

up to the time it was settled. Not every rido managed needs payment of
fines or compensation. “Such settlement emphasizes the reciprocity and
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solidarity that ought to exist among kinsmen and requires no fines"

(Abdullah, 1982).
Some of the disputants in the rido case are relatives, 5o there is no

need for any compensation. In Case 3, since both sides have equal number
of victims, none of them were required to put or give any amount of
money or property. The rest of the ride cases were still unresolved so they
do not yet have specific fines.

Final stage of conflict management

All of the resolved cases would end up with a celebration or
“kandur?’. Tt is the mediators who shoulder the expenses. However, in
Case 4, one of the disputants volunteered to offer a cow to be served in the
gathering. It is observed traditionally that the disputants will observe the
peacefulness of their society and never again do any actions that would
possibly result to conflict with the same person/s.

“Asking people to swear by the Holy Qur'an is very effective
because strong faith and religious belief contribute to the cessation of

conflict” (Anton, 1998).
The feud in the five other unresolved cases will continue until such

time that the disputants realize the damages that the feud brings not only
on their lives but also on the whole community of Pualas.
Duration and present status of rido

Table 8. Duration of management and present status of rido

Case# | Duration of managoment | Status of rido_|
1 4 years Resolved
2 1 month Resolved
s 1 vear Resolved
[a 2 montha Resolved
5 5 months ~Resolved
e — Unresolved
) 1 vear Unresolved
5 — Syears Unresolved
9 2 years Unresolved |
10 3 months Unresolved |
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Table 8 shows the present status on the cases of rido. This reveals
five cases are resolved and five cases are still ongoing or unresolved
Cases 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 are all resolved and Cases 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 are not
yet resolved.

One of the reasons why some of the rido are not yet resolved is the
resistance of either feuding parties against resolution. They appear to be
obsessed to exact revenge due to the lives that had been taken. Case 9
was already resolved during year 2005 but just recently, the rido was
revived because of the revenge of a family member on the opposing party.
Unresolved disputes pose dangers to everyone in the community
especially to the families of the disputants. According to Matuan (2004),
there are other reasons for the unsettled ridos such as: neither party
cooperates; one or both parties hasthave no recognized leader: the blood
‘money has not been raised: the aggrieved party is bent on retaliation: the
aggressors are hard headed; and the instigation by a third party for the
non-resolution of the rido to his/their own advantage. On the other hand,
those rido that are resolved had been handled by a mediator who helped
to manage and end the conflict.

The duration of rido differs depending on the realization of the
disputants to put an end to the rido. The mediation still depends on the
cooperation of both disputants. Case 1 reached four years before it was
settled. The earliest zido that was resolved is Case 2 which only lasted
for one month. The other five cases are not yet resolved up to the present.

The diagram below summarizes the process summary undertaken
in managing the rido. The first stage of management is the declaration of
ceasefire among the mediator(s). It depends on the disputants whether or
not they agree about undertaking the negotiation. If either two or one of
the disputants will disagree, automatically the rido will not be resolved.
There are also some instances that no one from the two conflicting parties
will attempt to settle their rido so it is also automatically considered as
unresolved due to the absence of negotiation.
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If both the disputants agree to the resolution, the mediators will
continue the negotiation while facilitating the terms and conditions for
the settlement. They will then set the time and place for the meting of the
two conflicting parties. Most of the time, the disputants would only agree
on the resolution, if the one who had done more damages to the opponent
‘would agree to the demand (payment for the damages) of oppressed party.
1f the payments and other compensation are already both agreed by the
two parties, they will be prepared for their meeting.

After the meeting, a gathering or kanduri will be hold by the
mediators which includes the exchange of the payment for the damages.
It is either an amount of money or property. Moreover, other feuding
families would agree to set a wedding to any of their relatives to prevent
the reccurrence of the rido. The celebration will not be ended without the
religious activity which is the swearing of the two conflicting parties on
the Holy Qur'an. They believe that doing so makes the resolution more
effective. After the religious activity, the ridois considered resolved.

7
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Table 9, Tabular presentation of causes, relationship between disputants, modes
of expression, type of management and status of rido examinated
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Conclusion

The Maranacs in Pualas can possibly engage in Rido even if the
offense committed was unintentional. It is more likely to exist if the
cause is grave. Maratabat is very essential to the Maranao society
because it serves as the pride and esteem of their family. Therefore, any
act of disrespect or damage towards their maratabat bears the possible
charaterisitic of triggering rido in order to the sense of self-esteem.

A family feud can be expressed in any form of harm, such as
physical violence that will require hospitalization, and, in most instances,
killing, that will engender the cycly of retaliation. It will not easily be
settled if both parties refuse to undertake measures for resolution due to
their desire to revenge because of the lives lost.

Referring to conflict theory, the more that the disputants have
power to exercise, the more they are eager to retaliate. Also, the more
they are economically provided, the more they become influential to feed
the foud. In this way, the two opposing parties could change the social
order of the community because all other social institutions will be
affected and could possibly result to malfunction.

Rido can be managed by a mediator - either a political leader or a
traditional leader that is respected by both partics and has knowledge in
resolving conflict. Hence, the mediators of a specified rido should know
personally the disputants and their financial capacity.

Kinship is very strong in Maranao society, et rido can still exist
among close or distant relatives when one's maratabat is involved.
Maranao people give more value o their maratabat than to the
‘maintenance of smooth relations among the kins.

The gathering for mediation was mostly shouldered by the
mediator on the agreed venue which is mostly at the residence of the
mediator. The mediators, as such, should be financially capacitated to
support the financial needs of the celebration.

Most of the cases presented in this study belong to miakamaolika,
or grave offenses because the cases involve loss of lives. Moreover, people
who engage in rido suffer consequences like neglect of the education of
children, damage to properties and livelihood, purchase of weapons for
extra protection, and the psychological feeling of being unsafe all the
time.
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Abstract

This study investigates the occurrence of family feuds or rido among.
Maranaos in Puslas, Lango del Sur and how these are managed. The
study attempts to describe rido, the type of management resorted (o the
current status of the feud. There were 10 Maranao key informants and
each one had experienced being part of the conflicting party. ~ Each key.
informant also represents one case of rido.

Keywords: rido, da makamaoliks, miakamaolika, conflict,
kanduri

Background of the Study

Conflict among individuals or groups is common and is part of the
‘whole process of a community or society undergoing social change. Social
conflict is “a struggle over values and claims to scarce status, power and
resources in which the aims of the opponent are to neutralize, injure or
eliminate their rivals” (Coser, 1956). This exists when there is a clashing
of ideas between individuals, conflicting interests, and or oppression of
another person or group. Conflicts occur at various levels, ranging from
the international level of wars to interpersonal level of marital dispute.

‘The authors Macalisang, Malawani and Santiniaman finished their AB Sociology degrees
at the MSU-Tligan Institute of Technology, Tigan City. Their co-authors Arquisal,
Bracamonte and Sevidal-Castro_are faculty members of the Sociology Department of the
College of Arts & Sacial Sciences (CASS). They were the advisers of this study.
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e Philippines is @ multiethio country. Mindanao, the geepry

ot i the Philippines, is home to the three major gror
B bl namely the Lumads, Moros, and Christians, Thes “‘;'ied
e s have come to be separated from each other by histery 20
A lture. (Durante, 2008). They are people who are different from, o
Chhor, which s probably the reason why conflict 0ceurs botwean st

among them.
One of the very well known kinds of conflict in Mindanao iy p

Samily foud known as “rido”. Most of the time, #ido according to Bagaya,
(2004) is seen as “a conflict between two familics or clans that can by ot
very Jarge numbers, pitting neighbors or different ethnic groups Bgmn:;
vach other and may last a lifetime or continue from one generation g
another.” It is a conflict that escalates from individual to kin memberg
¢hrough retaliation or blood vengeance and affecting non allies or friends
Accordingly, rido has three characteristics: long duration, repetitive
killings, and large scale family involvement. For its settlement
procedure, 7ido is entrenched in a multifaceted environment, and in the
case of Lanao del Sur, complex conflict environment (Durante, 2005).

In a survey made in the Lanao areas by Matuan (in Torres, 2007)
it was found that Pualas, Lanao del Sur ranked moderately high among
the areas with high levels of rido. The study found a total of 337 ridos in
Lanao del Sur from 1994 to 2004, with Pualas registering 11 cases during
the period.

1In addition, according to Vitug (2005), although feuds are common
all over the Philippines, it seems to be twice as high in ARMM. Vitug
(2005) also writes that in one province in the ARMM, there is no town
without a rido and that clan feud is seen to have increased recently due to
an augmented distribution of “loose firearms, the absence of effective
courts and the weal local leaders”

According to Kamlian (2005), rido occurs among families that start
fighting over a property mostly “land and money, marriage, or ‘political
power, a dishoner inflicted on a family, or a crime committed against 8
member of another family which involves revenge killing”. These Kkinds of
ridos result to killings and open hostilities which further result 0
devastation of properties, unreasonable loss of lives, and relocation o
residence, among others. th

Furthermore, according to Bula (2000), maratabat is one of the
major causes of conflict among the Maranaos as well as the cause.

of non”
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resolution of such conflicts. Baradas (1977 believes that “adherence to
maratabat gives Maranao the rationale for revenge”. This social honor or
‘pride of an individual, family or clan can lead to extreme sensitivity once
it is believed to be violated (Kamlian, 2005).

This study describes the community of Pualas, Lanao del Sur and
attempts to look at the causes of conflict, conditions of escalation and
recurrence of rido therein, its perceived effects on family, status of the
condlict, mediator, personalities nvolved in attempts to settle the rido and
‘mechanism of management for the resolved and unresolved rido in the
arca. The rescarchers have chosen Pualas, Lanao del Sur, because of
reports from the residents about the exitence of family feuds among the
different clans in the area.

Review of Literature

Rido among Maranao has brought about serious problems in the
society which are difficult to overcome, The rido results in loss of lives,
destruction to propertics, transfer of residence, absence of peace and order
and the dominance of viclence all of which bocome impediments to socio-
economic, political and spiritual development in the society (Lacar, et al.,
1996). The practice of rido is more prominent among the Maranao
Muslims than the other Muslim groups such as the Maguindanaon and
Tausog and Yakan (Asia Foundation Letter of Agreement, 2004). The
conflict in Muslim Mindanao, particularly in the province of Lanao Del
Sur is complex, deep rooted, multi-faceted, and spans centuries. All levels
from the individual to organizational and institutional are the most
affected in this conflict. In a 2002 privately funded survey, the Asia
Foundation identified rido as the most common source of conflict, leaving
a negative and multi-generational impact on lives of many Muslims in
Mindanso

According to Bagayaua (2005), there are two dimensions of causes
of rido - the initial deed itself, and the cultural context of the offended.
There are some initial deeds that can trigger a conflict, like, “petty
disagreements, misunderstanding, gossip, insult, and hot tempers,
competition in politics (clection), sexual harassment, rape, pre-marital
relationships, and quarrels over dowry and land, even theft” In the
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cultural context, the concept of maratabat is a crucial factor. Mg
e odaal concorn as much as it is collective. Maratabatia a guiger
Drinciple for overy Maranso regardless of sex, status, or age. 8 pullisg
‘Rido leads to economic deterioration. Both warring families fo
1l cnergies on trying €0 find, kill, escape, retaliate, and exact revenge,
A hile thair livelihood deteriorates. Other relatives however support i
financially. =
e are also three different roads to conflict settlement among
Bangsamoro and these are customary law or mediation, Shariah, and
Philppine law. According to Vitug (2006), the Philippine laws are Sehine
P e adering corruption, sometimes dragging on for years and stil
S, hicving reconciliation. That is one of the main reasons why groups

return to customary laws.

Although the scale of rido can have different dimensions and

although the government might be dragged into the conflict or conflict

8 tlonpont, still, the settlement through customary law always show some

“ommaon characteristics within Muslim communities.
One. matitution that has a direct participation in the settlement
process is the family. During the process of settling rido, it is important
B tut members of the opposing groups to participate or have {0 be
Dresent, According to Bagayaua (2004), the initiative for a settlement S
D e foomm the men. I is a big insult for the part of the disputants
ety it their elder members are the ones who initiate peace - for them,
it is like “losing your manly pride”. 1f women initiate the process of
ettlement, all clan members are obliged to help. If not, they can never
expect help in return (Vitug, 2005).
The peogle are chosen ta mediate the process of conflict settlement

are mostly men who are highly respected by both parties Mediators may
mainly come from elders of the community, respected government
officials, religious leaders such as the imam, even LGU workers.
knowledge of the Sacred Writings is very important because citations are
froguent during the procedure (Bagayava, 2004). It is also important that
puedinbocsuva scass wealth e 1 is their role to support the settlement
g e Maranso tradition, the conflict settlement procedure must
m‘::e( ‘;‘:‘:&;mr;gnagni‘the" hQ\u"an that no further hostilities would
., 2004). For those who touch the Quran, or the shoulder

@




image5.jpeg
The Mindunao Forum Vol. XXII, No. 1 Macalisang, et . June 2009

of ones nearest the Qur'an in the first row in order to he part of the
ceremony, it is a solemn oath. An exemption is afforded for family
members who can not make it for acceptable reason, or for those too
young to participate in the peace accord.

The Maranao society has its own indigenous laws and these are
popularly called adat. “These laws exist in the two forms: the kokoman a
kambhatabata’a (aw of kinsmen), and the taritib a go jgmd’. The
kokoman a kambhata'a regulates social relation primarily between and
among relatives (Abdullah, 1982). This form of indigenous law is at the
same time a mode of conflict settlement which is concerned with re-
establishing order in the society. The ¢aritib 2 go igma, on the other hand,
structures the traditional socio-political and territorial organization. The
adat law also serves as a mode of dispute settlement which is concerned
with peace and order in the society.

The Maranao today belongs to three types of sociopolitical
organization and territorial organization defined and structured by adat
laws. As Muslims, they are members of the Islamic Ummah (Majul, 1980).
As Filipinos, they are citizens of the Republic of the Philippines. The
outcome of this political experience is the co-existence of adat or
indigenous laws, Islamic law, and the Philippine laws which are civil,
formal, and statutory in nature in the Maranao society (Abdullah, 1982).

‘There is a common assumption in sppreciating the nature of law
that is in operation in a political organization which it creates and
develops, In the Philippines, it is created and continuously developed by
constitutional and statutory laws which are cumulatively developed by
the authority of the state. Law is sanctioned by a proper and distinct
authority structure such as statutory laws (Abdullah, 1982).

The conflict management in Maranao society involves two phases
or stages. The first stage relates to the choice of mode of conflict
resolution. The disputants and other parties involved in conflict
settlement are faced with four alternative modes of settlement. The
second stage refers to the application of the selected mode of conflict
resclution. In appreciating what has become of the indigenous modes of
conflict resolution in the entire picture of conflict settlement, the
confirmation of factors like relationship is viewed in relation to types of
disputes and nature of offense committed (Abdullah, 1982).

All disputes due to offenses of the “mizkamaolika” type essentially
use “taritib a go jgma’ regardless of the kinship relation that exists
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